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Fel de , e , n, 7 oberg. 
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ene 


wo whoop gender me much 
an hiſtorian?! Ia the lover of t 
relate. Wh 1 e fi ber ; 
| either of my pleaſures, 1 cr 

W hit vill not diſtruſt my deſe 


"4p 


of my paſſion have ſome influence In 
have withelled, and what I have pete r 
Vor. I. 5 | 3 B--> 


- 


2 „ krTRNOrHA. 


In a word, what fidelity can be expeicd n | 
_ thaf'pe nad is Under the Zuidance of | 
"TOES. be! | 
Theſe are abs an ile reader, ates HED 

8 render y Jejtiqus, But, if my 

veader be not inſenſible, he will immediately 
acknowledge, that, the frankneſs which in- | 
_ duces this confeſſion will produce a ſucceed- 6 

ing one to efface the impreſſion it might {| 
4 make, I have loved her long—1 muſt, con- - 
= 5 it ſtill—and perhaps, I am not, even now, n 

I | * ſo freed from that moſt fatal poiſon, as I have 
e e, myſelf. But Love alas! to me, has 
ſhewn only the rigours which he can inflict. 
I have experienced neither the pleaſures nor 


. 

{ 

1 

fi 

_ theillufions, which; under the blind obſcurity i . | F 
N r. 

if 


SR ſþjs.influence, would doubtleſs. have,been 
iqme a ſubſtitute for actual bappineſs., I am 
à lover rejected, even betrayed, if I my n 
wuuſt. o thoſe. appearances which I ſhall m 
ſhortly ſubmit to the judgment of my reader: . v. 
2 ; nevertheleſs, by her I Joved; lil. | ge 
tened to, as a, father; reſpetted as a maſter; fo 
conſulted as a friend; hut what price is this try 


7A Ft for ſentiments ſuch.as I baye enter. |» na 
WW aner 3 
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i Thus, in, the, bitterneſs which Nil f 
affliQs me, are exaggerated praiſes, or inflated © & 
ſentiment, the, language to he expected from . 
me, in favour of an ungrateful girl who, has 
been the ungeaſing torment of an unlucceſoful | 
eee A „ ehen uc made 
I Was employed in the affairs of my. Jos Po 
- vereign,- at a court, of which no one knew 
better than myſelf, the cuſtoms and the in- 
trigues. The e which  I-paſſefſed; 
on arriving at Conſtantinople, of being pers 
fectly converſant im the Turkiſh language: 
introduced me at once to that degree of e: 
 fidence and familiarity, which miniſters in 
general do not arrive at but alter a long ron 5 8 
tinued reſidence; and the ſingulat! occurs” 
renee of ſeeing a Were ante eee 
if I may be allowed the expreſſion, a5" the \. 2 
native inhabitants of the country, drew on 0 TE: Y 
me at once thoſe careſſes and attention that "ff 
vere neyeraſterwardsWilcontinued, "Theres 
gelidion 290, Which 4-afteQed to enteðEůçe 
for the manners and the habits ol ert aun | 
_ try, aſſiſted :o encreaſe; the fan sli. 


72 Sw 8 


mM that ſo much fimilarity could Hot. exif) es 


as if in the country of my birth, © 421949, 
Ic̃ÿSe engagements of my employ left me ſo 


Vas beſides, of an age when the purfuits of 
pleaſure mingles irfelf withithat of more ſe- 
rious affairs, and my deſign, in viſiting Afia, 


as themſelves. My only,” my greateſt, appre- 
nenn was, chat J fhould find among them, 
= n that inherent paſſion 
4% | I poſſeſſed fer the faireſt” of He creation. 


CE 
LPT 


| 18. They n 48 0 inhale; 4 


_ tween me and them, without my being well 


diſpoſed towards cheir religion; and that idea 
ſerving to encreaſe my eſtimation among 

them, I found myſelf at the expiration” of 

5 ſcarcely two months, as free, and as familiar 


13 hed liberty to dedicate 6 my inclinations, 
= _ that Topplicd myſelf at fitft; to derive from 
chat advantage, all the fruits which my thirſt 

for information could: lead me to deſire. 1 


bad 8 u ae e gratify chis deuble pro- 


not 1 to me at firſt ſo very 'expiivaring; 
but, J hoped ſhortly to reliſh them as highly 


8 


=: * The' confitaint in which — are held, and 
0 | „„ +> cm . K | the 1 


7 « eee, even 
en, had, already half perſuaded me 40 ſup- 
praſs thoſe deſines, and. ta. decide in Favour of 
a tranquil life, in prefegence 0 EIN 
purchaſed with ſo. much danger. Mie e ni 
Un the mean time I was on terms of int» 
macy with thoſe Turks of diſtindtion h 
vere reputed to poſſeſs the greateſt delicacy - 
in the ebhoice of their females, and to boaſt 
alſo, the moſt ſplendid ſeraglios. They had 
regaled me in their palaces twenty times, wih 
as much / politeneſs as diſtinQian, but I was 
lurprized, chat, in the midſt of our feſtivities, 
the objects of their gallantries never made a 
part of the diſcourſe: chat, turned only on 
feaſting, hunting, and the litile anecdotes of 
the court, or of the city, which might ſacy 
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cellively ſerve n as ann ain . 5 N 5 


mirtß. 'R 


1 aſſumed. 10 Goh W and Ema 


feeretly, that, either from an exceſs of jea- 


touſy, dn dgfedt of taſte, they denied them- 


| ſelyes that Aopic which gives the higheſt zeſt 
to converſation... But I miſeoneeived their | 


nice n. z _ a only,” to ow. 


” . 7 
iS * 


x 
* 
. 


7 
2 | 
q —— .. 
* * 
* _ 
4 1 
- =” 
j 
' 
} 
- 


6 e ruro rA 0 ö Tenn 
. my e che teſt; er rather, ke bab 


they had formed of the notions of female 


merit entertained in my country they had 
agreed, as it were unanimouſly, to permit 
me ſufficient time to make knowu my in- 
elinations. This was at leaſt the opinion 
their on condutt Wann gaweimefreaſon 16 
5 entertain. 1 J Rin ee, 
A Baſhaw ae Mae inbed in years, who - 
enjoyed quietly thoſe riches which a long 
poſſeſſion of his employment had given him 
time to accumulate; had expreſſed towards 
me thoſe ſentiments of eſteem which al 
tude compelled me to acknowledge by fre- 
8 quent teſtimonials of regard and Achcbmenel 
His houſe was become to me as familiar as 
my own, and I was equally well acquainted 
Wich all its apartments, except thoſe ted 
to the habitation of the women, towards 
8 hich f was eee never FI cata atten- we 
Nh 4 „ 29-8 IH Pr 


. j Lad 
2 A . 


He bad Hed 4 in me, his affeQation of. 


inſen6bility, and not being able to ſuppoſe 1. | 
could be ignorant of the fituation of his fe | 


1 he had led me ſeveral times to walk in 
| his 


wy, bu © „ mY ay Ds wed. 3 
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THEOPHA. | | * 
his . and in that quarter whichiva 
' overlooked: by a part of the building. An 
At length, obſerving me Mill) 3 
an obſtinate ſilence, he confeſſed to- me} 
Imilinglyf that he could ane but admire my 
inflexible. reſerve. ble 1442 wi gaont 
* You cannot be e added he, 
ec that. I .poſſeſs the moſt beautiful;worhen, 
and you are neither of an age or temperament 
to permit much indifference, towards that ſen 
I am aſtoniſhed your curioſity has created. in 
you, no wiſh to ſee them... 

«Iam acquainted,” ſaid 1 elch «with SiS 
your cuſtoms, and ſhall. never. ſolicit you to 
break them on my account, A ſmall expe, 
rience of the world,” e at, I. retaining 
Kill the ſame ſang /roid, has inſtratedime, 
arriving in this country, that, ſince ſo Wan 
precautions are obſerved to ſecluds : t 
vomen, curioſity and indiſeretiog are the 
two vices leaſt to be excuſed. Why ſhould - 
I: hazard giving pain to my friends, by pro- 
poſing to them, queſtions which muſt be dife. 
mee, 0 fo e ih Big . 
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e He vas pleaſed very much to act my 1 
reply; canfefſed to me, that numerous ex- % 
amples of the aſſurance of my countrymen, 
bad very ill diſpoſed the Turks towards the 

gallanis of our nation, and appeared propor- 
tionably more ſatisfied has: N ſentiments 
nee e | 
Under this 1 he projioſed imme- 

1 to indulge me with a fight of his 

women, and I accepted n favour without | 


| .mybh/ſeoming anxiety. fines 6 


We entered a place; As eee of 5 


| Witheb'is unneceſſary to my deſign, but I was 
 tooforcibly ſtruck with the order which pre- 


. valled,' not ealilyjito Wt Oy circum- | 
See 927 vs 9.1 155 


The women of thei 8 2 were to 


the number of two-and-twenty, were afſem- 
"ble ian apartment deſtined to their uſe. 


ey were all ſeparately employed, ſome in 


ling: flawers, others in ſewing, or em- 
broidery, according to their different talents 
or ineligations, - which they were permitted 
| unreſtritedly to indulge: The ſtuff of on. 


their 


bes W 


„ 9 


- their dreſſes were e compoſed, appeared to me 
all of the ſame kind, at leaſt, all were of the 


fame colour; but the head dreſs of each, 


ſeemed to be different, and I imagined, they 
were - choſen as they were thought - moſt 
becoming to their ſeveral features and com- 


plexions. A great number of attendants of 
both ſexes, of which I obſerved, thoſe of 
mine were all Eunuchs, waited in the corners 3 
of the apartment, to executè their moſt tri- EI 


vial orders; but this croud of ſlaves: retired 


on our entry, and the twenty-two" ladies 
riſing, but not quitting their places, ſeemed 


to await the orders of their lord, or the ex- 
planation of a viſit which appeared + to ereate 
| in them infinite ſurprize. e H 

I noticed them ſueceſſively; dhe . 
ee to me unequal, but, if 1 obſerved 


no one whoſe age exceeded thirty Lebte, ** a 
alſo could not diſtinguiſn any ſo, nn, 11 


lea 5 . 


had expetted: the youngeſt be 


- OP 


tren or nen 1 old. 88 


: Kory ariel them im few words, ho 1 


a be Belhaw, 8 
benen them chen to approach him, and 
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Was, he requeſted them to ons + omen 
Tal my amuſement. _ 5 
Several muſical inftruments were epreſancly 


brought, on which ſome of them' played, 


While others danced with ſufficient grace and 
agility. - This performance having continued 
more than an hour, the Baſhaw ordered re- 
freſhments to be introduced, which were diſ- 
_ tributed throughout the room, to the ladies 


who had ſeverally reſumed their places. 


I had hitherto had no occaſion to utter Aa 
ſyllable ; he now aſked me my opinion of this 
fineafſemblage, and on the eulogiums I paſſed 
on ſo many charms, he launched into a ſen- 
fible diſcourſe on the force of cuſtom and 
education, which renders, in Turkey, the 


| fineſt women ſubmiſſive and tranquil ; while 


he underſtood, he ſaid, that all other nations 
. complained of the troubles and Giloeders they 


there ocęaſioned by their beauty. ; {1 17, 


1 replied to him, by. ſome fanering praiſes 
U ide Turkiſh women. 5 


No,“ returned he, it is not a charac- 
4% that belongs peculiarly to the women. of. 
our climate : of advent that you ſee 


2 * =. | 7 


. g 


$f TO THEOPHA. „„ 3, © 


here; there: are not four of i are has 1 
tives of Turkey. The greater part are-flaves | 
which I have purchaſed without diſtinction gon 

and making me caſt my eyes on one of the 

youngeſt and moſt lovely, that,“ ſaidhe, is 
a Greek, whom I have had only fix months. I 
know not, out of what hands ſhe is come, the 5 
correctneſs of her features, and her wit, in- 


duced me to purchaſe her at a hazard; and + 
you ſee her as content witi® her ſituation as | 
* 


the reſt of her companions. Nevertheleſs, 2 
obſerving as I do, the extent and-vivacity of * — 
her mind, I am ſometimes ſuprized, that ſre 
has been ſo ſoon able to habituate herſelf to 
our uſages, and can aſſign no other reaſon 
but the force of cuſtom, and exampte. Vou 
are at liberty,” ſaid he, © to converſe with 
her if you pleaſe, and I am deceived, if you 
do not find in her, all chat merit, which in your 5 
country raiſes women to the higheſt ſortunes, 
and renders them e of: the: rr im- 
portant affairs.“ e 
I approached her, as ans a me. 
Her taſte gave the preference to- painting, 
and apparently, little attentive to what was 
| Bs. PO 1 2 4 
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| pain 4 bad aged 10 dance _ to 
.- ok ume her pencil. 
: Aﬀter ſome little 6 for the liberty 1 


174 mented her on thoſe natural good qualities 
_ - which rendered her ſo valuable to her maſter ; 


how long a time ſhe had belonged' to him, 

ee xpreſſed my ſurprize, that in ſo ſhort a pe- 

_._ _Tiod, ſhe was reconciled to the purſuits and 
cuſtoms of the Turkiſh women. 


=_. with ſuch a motive, ſhe had ſo eaſily con- 
by | , __ formed to thoſe laws he had thought proper 
_ _—_ aſtabliſh for the obſervance of his ſlaves. 


ſ 


| took in interrupting her, the information 1 
had juſt received from Cheriber, appeared 
tune beſt ſubject of converſation, I compli- 


— 


and acquainting her, that I was not ignorant 


/ The reply was at once ſimple and: ata; 

| fected. A woman, ſhe obſerved, having no 
other happineſs to expect, but that of being 

agreeable to her maſter, ſhe felt herſelf ex- 
tremely happy if Cheriber entertained of her 

thoſe ſentiments he had expreſſed to me; and, 
chat I ought not to feel any ſurprize, that 


1 All that I had heard from the Baſhaw in 
_ _—QT ber fayour, PRO to me as nothing, com- 
_ _— 4 | f pared > 


„ e LES. 5 

es to this extraordinary. 4 in 3 F 1 
beautiful girl, certainly not more "than fin- 
teen, to the will wes an n man wy FE 
maſter. VS $05 BIG} (we eee 03 arti 

I fancied 1. ad in + AC £ 
as much as in the' diſcourſe of the young. 
ſlave, that ſhe Was truly n with — = i 
ſentiment ſhe had uttered, 4" _ | 

The comparifon which mans dien alben } 
into my mind, between'the/principles;of' aur 
womel. and .chols the entertained, induced 
me unintentionally, to teſtify ſome regret, 
that ſhe had been born for ſo different a con- 
dition, to what her goodneſs and her com - 
plaiſance deſerved. I ſpoke to her with ſar. L 
row, of the misfortunes under which Chriſtian 
countries laboured in that reſpe&4" where we. 
men, ſparing nothing which may contribute = 
to the happineſs of the women, treating them 
rather as empreſſes than ſlaves, \yiieldingi;to '' 
them, unſhared poſſeſſion of themſelves; and MM 
aſking of them, only, in return, to he gobd- -_ 
humoured, tender, and virtuous, almoſt withs _ ay I 
out exception, find theniſelves deckived ia * 74 
their choice of a partner, with whom thex 
ſhars (112420 „ 
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: ſhare their names, their rank, and their ad- 

; vantages. Imagining my complaints were 
liſtened to with intereſt and attention, I con- 
tinued to expreſs with ſenſations of deſire, how 
great the good fortune of ithat Frenchman 
would be, who ſhould poſſeſs inchis wife, thoſe 
virtues, which while they adorned the Turkiſh 
women, were almoſt uſeleſs to them, from 
the impoſſibility. of their ever receiving from 
mme Turks, an appreciation and. return n worthy | 


of their ſentiments. e . 


This converſation, in . confeſs, tis 1 i 
inclination T felt to pity the young Greek, 


burried-me into an intemperance that left her 


no room to reply, was wee by Che- 
„ OT OO FPET TINT e 2, 
Se perceived dk; the; wk vich 
which I diſcourſed with his ſlave, but the 
teſtimony. of my own heart yielding nothing 
- which could upbraid me with having abuſed 
his confidence, I joined him without any 
embarraſſment.” His queſtions however, were 
not tinctured by. the leaſt: jealouſy, and he 
promiſed: RE; to indulge me with | 
an ff. ©, £945 ET as . 5 ſimilar 


. N 
_ - a 


THEOPHA 508 ; 
Aivilair vils ie I found them agreeable mw 1 


inclinations. N 1004 en „ 
Some days paſſed, during which I abſtained "2 
„ant y from ſeeing him, in the deſign of 
preventing the growth of his diſtruſt; by a pre- 
tended indifference: towards women in gene- 
ral. But, in a viſit which he made me, ex- 
preſsly to complain of my negle@; a ſlave 
who attended him, delivered privately to one 
of my ſervants, a letter directed to me. It 
was to my valet, that it was entruſted, and he 
put it into my hands, as TOO. baked: 
himſelf received i. „ gn 
On opening the 1 J foundit vritteb in | 
Gelbes charakters, a language which I but 
little underſtood at that time, although . 
long paid ſome attention to it. I fent im- 
mediately for my language-maſter, Who vas 8 
a Chriſtian, and eſteemed a man of great pro- 42 
bity; and aſked of him a tranſlation, as if iq 
vere a writing of which chance alone had pu 
ee 00 Pe. Hf T6011 fm „ 94011 
He wrote down the contents, and I found 
immediately that, it came from: the young 


P22 


m 
EB 
1 3 
F 


9 * T 4 
* 8 4 — er E *> 
- =" . 3 + 5 e S 1 
> * 4 > 2 K. * 5 * N . 0 N a 2 
. 4 I "A ** ” A TY 7. 
” F wes oo SOR G0, gy” of 875 
2 * 4 * A 256. 00 6 o * * - 
. 7 4 
o 8 * fy J 
: WL 1 N 


25 


nr. ; 


| Greek with whom I had eonverſed in the 


feraglio of the Baſhaw. _.-: - 
After ſome: reflections on the e 


of her condition, ſhe conjured” me by. that 
eſteem I had deelared for the fex, for thoſe 


who were amiable on account of their virtues, 


to exert myſelf to withdraw: her es: out the _ 


| bands of Cheriber. : 1 fo C ap; {4 r 


1 


I had entertained for her only thoſe ſenti- 
ments of admiration which were naturally 
due to ber charms, and in the rule of con- 
dukt 1 had laid down; nothing was ſo counter 
to my intentions as to engage in an adventure 2 


Where I had ſo much trouble to apprehend, 


and ſo: Title "PORT" of ee or e 


faction. „„ 
1 had no ts * 8 Jak flave, 


mme with the ſketch 1 had preſented to 


her mind of the happineſs: of our females, 


had conceived ſome diſlike for the life of the 
ſeraglio; and the hope of finding in me, all 
thoſe diſpoſitions I had boaſted in the men 


of my country, produced a-wiſh, perhaps, 
kor the commencement ef; an amorous in- 
, ns: | WES apt 


In . 


2 


THEOPHA. 5 


In reſlecting on the difficulties, ich 7 
would accompany that enterprize, 1 did bur 
confirm myſelf in my former reſolution; Still 
the natural inclination to render ſervice. to 
a. beautiful woman, whoſe fituation would 
now become a puniſhment, led me to exa⸗ 
mine if there were no means, unattended with 
danger, and not liable to reproach, by which 
I might procure her her liberty. | _ 
One method occurred to my mind which 
- would call on me for the exercife of my ge- 
neroſity alone; this preſented itſelf in the idea 
of employing ſome one to purchaſe her. The 
fear of affronting the Baſhaw by ſuch an at- 
| tempt for a moment arreſted my determina» 
tion; but I finally ſettled the buſineſs in a 
manner which ſatisfied all my wiſhes. | | 
l bad the happineſs to be in babits of par- ö 
ticulari intimacy with the Selictar, one of be 
perſons of the higheſt rank in the ſtate. I 
| reſolved to diſcloſe to him, the defire 1 had : 
of poſſeſſing a ſlave that belonged: to the 
Baſhaw, Cheriber, and to prevail on him to 
_ undertake that commiſſion under the pretence 
of making the purchaſe on his on account. 


The 
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The Selictar conſented without heſitation, 
to do me this ſervice, and I of courſe left | 
5 1 entirely at deen with ST: to the 


7 


The 3 high 1 enters 


mined for his high rank, rendered the affair 
of much eaſier ſucceſs than I had preſumed 


to hope. I heard on the. ſame day the af; 


ſurance of the Selictar, that my deſires would 
be effected, and that the price of my ſatisfac- 


tion would be a thouſand.crowns. 2-490 
T congratulated myſelf on the excellent 


_ uſe to which that ſum would be applied, yet 


being now on the point of ate my re- 


** 


eee of the ee bad been wholly un- 


conſidered. | 

What was after this to- a of the young 
flave; and what could be her views in quit- 
ting the ſeraglio? Was it her idea to yield 


herſelf to my embraces, and fix 18955 e in 


my houſe? | po? 48 


She was ſufficiently ibis 11 to merit my 
whing charge of her fortuue; but, indepen» 
dant of that propriety I was compelled to 
obſerre 


* * - * 8 
8 e oor e ee e e 9 r 9; wy ret 


* 


„ obſerve Beere e Wai e my en 
could it be poſſible, that the Baſhaw ſhould! 


not ultimately learn che place of her retreat; 
and ſhould I not thus fall, in deſpite of my= 
ei, into the very golph 1 1 bad ſo Nepp 
endeavoured to avo,ꝭ 3 (hs 
I This thought damped 60 seh Ho ſpirit of 
my enterprize, that, on the next day, ſecing 
che Selictar, Þ could not conceal from him 
my regret, to have employed him in an affair 
from which much chagrin might hereafter 
ariſe to the Bafhaw ; and without putting into 
his hands the thouſand crowns, I quitted men 
abruptly, to pay a vifit to Cheriber. 
Divided at once by my deſire to render 
ſervice to the ſlave, the difficulties which I 
apprehended i in ihat attempt, and the fear of 
giving pain to my friend, I would willingly 
have hit upon any pretext, entirely to acquit 9 
me of this adventure; and I conſidered, if my _ 
beſt mode of acting would not be ſufficiently 
to ſound the Baſhaw himſelf, and by that 
means diſcover if the ſacrifice: 1 was thus ne- 
1 compelling him to make, did not 
offer 


10 r From, _—_— „eee — b Nad ee e u N 
W \ 6 ann — 8 Pony 8 W 5 5 
; — ö — 3 
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: ates: too great violence to, his atachments;,or 
2 inclinations. Sin n dmc 56 bin85 


With an apology ſo laudahle, Af 1a 
Wee weight, as that offered by our exiſting 
ties of friendſhip, | I conſidered alſo, if I 


could not without palpable ill behaviour, ex, 


euſe my ſelf from thus ſatisfying the.1Fapripes | 


of a woman, at ſo great a hazard te myſelf. 


My viſit was ſo agreeable to Cheriber, = 
baving, by the expreſſions of his ſatisfattion, 
anticipated the ſubjett for which I had pre- 


pared myſelf, he proceeded. to relate to me, 
Vithout interruption, that he had one female 
leſs in his Seraglio; and that the young 
Greek, with whom I had diſcourſed, was . | 


to the Selictar. | 
He appeared ſo DE DEP in his 


3 that, judging of his ſentiments. by his 


language, I did not ſuſpe& him of ſuffering 
any great affliction at her loſs; and. I dif. 


covered in the end, that he entertained not 
the ſmalleſt paſſion for the women he poſſeſſed. 
At the age which he had now attained, his 


delires Were to him feu, of but, little dif. 
4311 | On, 


FP 


\ 


THEO. of 


as and che expenditure of his Seraglio 


contributed more to the''gratification of his 
vanity, than the ſalisfaclion of any en 


propenſity. DO ot 10-5. £23391, 2111. G 0H 


That obſervation having quisted all/ my 


Feruples, I diſcarded: the thought of impart- 


zug chem to him; and permitted him to retain 


the claim he had obtained on the gratitude of 
the Selictar, by his late cone*fion.” 


— Having iopbſed to me, however, to aſh 

à few moments/in his Seraglio, he appeared 

not a little embarraſſed by the ci cumſtance 
he was about to make known to his ſlave. 


., «She is ignorant, „ ſaid he, * that the is 


ſo foon going to change her maſter. After 
the many teſtimonies ſhe has received of my 


ſo unreluctantly conſign her to another. eu 


fall be the witneſs, continued he, of my 
final adieu, for I am now going to ſet her for 
the laſt time, having acquainted the Selictar 


he is at full liberty to remove her +... 


ever he may think proper“ “?“ 


1 foreſaw this ſcene would afford me 1 
ne * that pleaſure would not be de- 


rived 
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rived from! the cauſes which gave e vile to, ” : 


Ma having: Ja neun a Aylable.; in 


apex to the letter of the young Greek 
fully e expected with how much ſorrow ſhe 
would now learn, that her flayery, inſtead, of 


ceaſing, was to be OY} a the Semglio 
11 the Selictar. ee 51 te by a 
What would be 3 e to hear this 


in my preſence, and to be denied, the utter- 


anee of thoſe Plaints which might expres ber 
reſemment? e ei en 


The flave : of Cheriber, ee e by 
her, had twice called on me for my reply, 
and I had contented myſelf with telling bim, 


that I would confirm che opinion with which 
I was honoured, ae the zeal that could be 


polfibly expected. Flle \ * 7 9 2 i e oh 24 Cx t- : 


Inſtead of ig. me to che apartment we 


nad before viſited, the Baſhaw ſent orders for 

his ſlave to join us in a little cabinet, whexe 8 
no one but herſelf was to be admitted. | 
The timid ſtep with which eee 
us, beſpoke the agitation of her boſom; ſhe 
could not arcs me with her patron, without 
bro et 5 admitting 


/ 


Ge W» 0 ᷣLnr wu . kw mw: „ 


why 
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an the hope, that I had ten into 


her views, and that I brought her, e 
the happy intelligence of her liberty. 
The Baſhaw's firſt compliment was fach, as 
might confirm her in that idea. He told her 


with all pofſible delicacy and tenderneſs, that 
he had relinquiſſred the right he poſſeſſed over 


her heart, at the inſtances of an exalted ad- 


mirer: he yielded her to a friend, ſo much 
valued by him, that on his account, he had 


done violence to his on feelings, and made 
a painful ſacrifice of his- affettion. But he 


added theſe aſſurances, as a conſolation at 


parting from her, that he could nat have 


yielded her to a man more amiable, inde- 


pendant of his high rank; or one more cal 
culated, both by his wealth and his effec 
for the ſex, to render that woman happy, who | 
might become miſtreſs of his affections. 
He concluded, by naming the Selictar- ** 

2; languid paleneſs overſpread her cheeks, | 
her lips. trembled with diſappointment, Pers 


haps with rage; and, as ſhe turned towards 
me her lovely eyes, they ſeemed in ſilence to 
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much miſtaken her intentions. She imagined 
it was I, that thus! delivered her from one 
ſlavery only to plunge her in another; and, 


„ diſregarded, thoſe motives: ſhe had aſſigned 
| 4 4 6 | for her conduct; and from which ſhe had 
. entreated my aſſiſtance. Cheriber had no ſuſ- 
. picion but that her evident diſtreſs pro- 
44 0 deeded from the reluQtance ſhe felt at quitting 
mim; and his error was encreaſed by her pro- 
WET | teſtations, that ſhe wiſhed no other maſter | 
than himſelf, while ſhe continued in the con- 

dition her preſent fortune had placed her. To 

confirm theſe aſſurances, ſhe added every 

perſuaſion — artifice or affection could ſug- 

Rand 1 "began to apprehend that the 
7 eettinz his promiſes, might depart 
_ 1 ft on he had made; but treat- 
6 * 1 4 "Ing his ſees ing | incertitude as a momentary 
We if e between reſolve and indeciſion, which 
| affet Lcd me P hbitely leſs than the tears of the 
. I I attempted to reconcile 
0 1 * few words, which agony 


5: "FRE 
9 2 


| a! the keeneſt reprbaches Gale having % | 


that 1 had either ill underſtood, or wholly | 


tic 
hi: 


rel 
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« The ſorrow,” ſaid 1 to the dave, — 
which the Baſhaw expreſſes at parting with 
you, ſhould afford you ſome conſolation 
under the gfief of that ſeparation; and, if 
you have any fears for the fate which may at- 
tend you when in the ScliQar's poſſeſſion, 
J am ſufficiently intimate with him, to enſure 
you then, all the happineſs you can deſire.“ 
She fixed her fine eyes inquiſitively on me, 
and her penetrating glances read in mine the p 
meaning they were anxious to convey. _ == 


Cheriber detected nothing in our diſcourſe 4 
that ſeemed to militate againſt his intentions, I 
.and the remainder of the converſation be- =_ 
came more calm and diſpaſſionate. His li- 4 
berality loaded her with preſents,” and my 4 
opinion was requires to "3 in their * 
tion. „„ SY OE G Y 

At length, requeſting 1. „ pen K | 
him to make uſe of that fartiliaxity; ie ein "= S A 
cumſtance of her being his flaxe allowed. be > : 
retired with her to another 01 * Dee | A 
half an hour; and my buſyß perhaps i 3 5 7 
ous thoughts, did not fail 10 ſuggeſt, eas | Y 
to beſtow on her the laſt teſti es . 7; | 2 

mh Vor. I, C emen. 1 
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attachment. My heart was then, ſurely but 


little affected, when I could entertain that idea 
and be ſenſible of no painful emotion. 

However, had it been otherwiſe, the affain 
was now too far advanced to permit any pre- 


ſent deliberation to influence my firſt reſolves, 


and I thought only of haſtening home, to 
convey the thouſand crowns to the Selictar. 
He aſked me, jeſtingly, if I meant to 
keep my adventure ſecret from him, and de- 
manded, in reward of his ſhare in the tranſ- 
action, only that I would relate to him by 
what chance I became ſo wache wich the 


Have of Cheriber. 


Nothing obliging me to dilemble on this 


occaſion, I I detailed to him my intrigue, both 
in its orig 
and, when hegintimated ſome little incredu- 
"hy as to my motives for ſerving ſo lovely a 


its nature, and its progreſs; 


girl as I had repreſented the ſlave to be, I 
declared to > him ſo ſolemnly, that I was wholly 


without any paſſion for her, and that enter- 
taining no wiſh but to render her free, I felt 
even ſome repngnance at the manner in 
which that had been effected, that I ſucceeded 

; RE: | F 


er- 
felt 


led 


in the end, to convince him of the ee 


of my aſſurances. 99 


He informed me at what hour 1 might 


fetch her from his houſe, and I awaited its 
arrival with impatience. We had agreed, to 


preyent giving any publicity to the adventure, 


| that the night ſhould conceal her convey- 


| ance ; and towards nine o'clock, I accord- 
ingly ſent my valet de chambre with a cloſe 
carriage, inſtrufting. him to let only the Se- 


lictar be informed, that he was 1 chither 


by my orders. | 
He departed on this corand; ad returned, ; 
bringing for anſwer, that the Selictar would 
| ſee me on the following day, and would then 
acquaint me with what he _ done, as 4 
he detained the ſlave. We 
This delay gave me no d di 


cl motive it might be ner I oY „ 


ſcrupulouſly complied with all that the dictates 
of honour and generoſity preſcribed, and 
from theſe alone, I derived, and wiſhed to 
_ derive, all the ſatisfa&tion the dussen We: 920 
endeavours could beſtow. 


During this interval, I — W. >... 
Hefied on the behaviour 1 ſhould obſerve 8 1 


C 2 


28 THEOPHA. . 
towards the objea I had liberated. A thouſand 


arguments ſeemed to forbid. my receiving her 


into my houſe; and notwithſtanding the de- 


gree in which I felt myſelf flattered by the 
determination ſhe had adopted, of ſoliciting. 
my aſſiſtance, which perhaps aroſe from the 


hope that ſhe might find me the ready victim 


of her charms,—1 had no; preſent deſign of 
making her publickly my miltreſs, +5 v4 


On this ſubje& I applied to my lan 
guage-maſter, whom I had already admitted 


into my confidence. He was married: we 
agreed, that his wife ſhould receive the ſlave 
from my ſervant, and I propoſed, the next 
day, to pay her a viſit, and learn from herſelf, 
what farther the had to require of me. 


e/ybich had delayed the Seliftar 
Weight than J had imagined. 


Ag] preſented myſelf: to him at a time when 
he intended to prevent my viſit, by coming 
himſelf to me; my appearance and my queſ- 
tions did not fail to create ſome embarraſl- 

ment. He remained ſilent a few moments, 

and then, embracing me with a greater degree {| 
of _— jel I had ever before captions 50 
* | 
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eth him, he begged me to recollect „ 
aſſurances I had made the preceding evening, by 
in terms too unequivocal to leave in his mind, „ 
any poſſible ſuſpicion of my veracit. 
He liſtened to my preſent confirmation of 
them by my renewed aſſertions; and embracing 
ce 8 me a ſecond time with more gaiety and ftill 
I leſs referve, he told me, he was then the moſt 
happy man poſſible; for, having conceived a 
violent inclination for the late ſlave of Che- 
riber, he had now no- doubt of the concur- 
rence, and as waar to dread from the opens 
tion of his friend. 5 22 = 
k He diſcloſed to me i eee thing. «1 for 
her yeſterday,” ſaid he; ** I fat with her for 
an hour, I uttered to her not a ſyllable of love, 
| dut fo great is the impreſſion: Mhave received 
from her charms, that I cannot hope to lige, 
without poſſeſſing tbem. « You,” continued. © 
he, © do not behold her with the ſame eyes; and 
I flatter myſelf, that in favour of a friend, you 
will readily reſign an advantage that allures 
| you ſo litile. Speak for her, any price you 
pleaſe; the price you think ſhe deſerves, and 
be not ſo moderate in that reſpekt, as ide 
. 03 r, 


i bow ©J 


- Baſhaw, who had-no adequate knowledge of 


take any intereſt in her fate.“ 


30 T 


her worth. 
Although I but little ata this 33 f 
ſition, after the ſervice he had done me; s 
feeling, that it nevertheleſs could not be 
eſteemed any want of faith, I made no com- f 
plaint that he violated the laws either of ho- / 
nour, or of friendſhip; but the ſame motive 
which had induced me to do ſervice to the , 
ſlave, made me revolt at the thought of con- | 
ſigning her to a new maſter, without conſulting 
her own inclinations thereon. + 
I ſuggeſted no other obſtacle to the Selic- 2 
tar, than her probable diſinclination. © If f 
you can tell me,” ſaid I, * that ſhe is ſatis- u 
fied in your attachment; or even, that ſhe 8 
| conlents to become your's, 1 will make no D. 
agcount of my own wiſhes, and I call Heaven Y 
to witneſs, you ſhall not have cauſe to aſk F 
of me twice, that ſacrifice which I ſhall haſten a 
to make: but I know on the other hand, that y 
ſhe will eſteem a re-commitment to the ſe- 5 
raglio as the greateſt poſſible affliction, and « 


that conviction alone, has prevailed on me to 


A 


His 


1 


vord of hononr, that I would e 
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His national prejudices here, took entire 


poſſeſſion of him. What,“ ſaid he, & js it 
neceſſary then, to conſult the inclinations of. 


a ſlave??? 
I immediately relieved him from that pre- 


text for obtaining her. Do not call her 
aue,“ ſaid I ; © that name no longer belongs 
to her: I bought her, only to make her free, 


and ſhe is free, from the moment in which ſhe 
left the ſeraglio of Cheriber.” 
This was a declaration that ſeemed ex- 


tremely to ſurprize him. Meantime, as it 
was very much my wiſh to continue his 
friendſhip, I added, that it was by no means 
unlikely but the attachment, and the offers of 
a man of his rank, would have great weight 


with a female of her years, and gave him my 


ever might be voluntary on her part. 
hopes ſeemed on this, to- revive, and the 


young Greek was deſired to attend us. I was 
to ſerve as the interpreter of the SeliQar's. 
ſentiments; but I was defirous, that, being 
made acquainted with all the advantages ſhe 
C 4 poſſeſſed, 


nſent to whit. 
His 1 
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r ; 
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' poſſeſſed, no fear ſhould remain to warp the 
freedom of her election. hes 

e Younoy, ſaid I, addreſling her, las 
to me, having purchaſed you of Cheriber, by 


the mediation of the SeliQar :. my intention 
is to render you happy, and this day preſents 


me that opportunity, You may find here; in 
the attentions of a man who is enamoured of 


you, and in the abundance of every enjoy- 


ment, that, which you may perhaps ſeek in 


vain, throughout the reſt of the world. The 
Selictar acknowledging the candour of my 
diſcourſe, and the ſincerity of my proceed- 


ing, haſtened to add to what I had faid, a 
thouſand flattering and ſplendid promiſes, 
He called his Prophet to witneſs, that ſhe 
| ſhould hold the higheſt rank in his ſeraglio, 

humerated the varicties of pleaſure that 
awaited her enjoyment, and the number of 


flaves that ſhould be devoted to her com- 


mand. 


She liſtened to his diſcourſe, but mine had 


made the moſt ſenſible impreſſion. © If re- 
turned ſhe, you are willing to conſult my 


| happineſs, you muſt leave me in a fituation 
| adequate 
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adequate to reap the advantages reſulting 7 


from your ſervice.” $1895: EDLY 


This reply allowed no room for any longer 
incertitude; and though I had little violence 
to apprehend from a man like the Selictar, 
thought it advifeable to guard againſt any 


which might be offered her, and Thas WE. a 


thouſand weighty reaſons. 
Inaſmuch as the Turks impoſe few reſtraints 
on their condut with regard to their ſlaves; 


they in as great a degree, yield every reſpe& 
to a free woman. It was my wiſh, that ſhe 
ſhould be protected from every ill to which 


her ſituation might be expoſed, and to inſure 


that proteQion, I recommended to her, to 


follow entirely the bent of her own inclina- 
tions, which need admit no apprehenſion w 
uſing ſuch indulgence, either on my part, 


on that of any other perſon. I informed Fell Y 


ſhe was no longer a flave, as I readily gave 
up to fer, every right I might claim overher 


_ 1 
15 


perſon, or her deciſions. R 


Since her reſidence in Turkey, he: had 
beard many times, and thence learned, the 
Ane of conduct which Turks affurie _ 


C 5 towards I 


# 


* 
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towards women who are free ; and into what- 


her countenance ; and ſhe appeared leſs anxi- 


ous to expreſs her gratitude to me, than to 


impreſs on the Selictar what her duty now 
obliged her to aſſume, after the favour I had 
conferred, 


' He felt as it were forced to acknowledge | 
it; and confeſſing his chagrin by his filence, 
ſeemed difpoſed to permit her to retire, as 
ſhe wiſhed, I was ignorant whither ſhe pro- 
poſed to go, but furprized herſelf, that I did 


not make known my intentions on that head, 


ſhe approached me to enquire them. 


-I thought it unadviſeable to enter into a 
long explanation before the Selictar and 


aſſuring her ſhe ſhould receive every neceſ- 
ſary aſſiſtance from my ſervices, J led her 


to the door of the apartment, where, en- 


truſting her to eee of one of my ſervants, 
I deſired 


ever exceſs of joy my declaration might have 


thrown her, ſhe ſeemed only, to ſtudy how beſt 
8 accommodate her manners, and her air to 

er new circumſtances. I could not but 
admire the modeſty and propriety, which 
ſeemed at once, to diffuſe themſelves over 


A 
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1 defired him to conduct her privately to the 


- houſe of the language-maſter. There are 
at Conſtantinople, carriages expreſsly ap- 


propriated to the uſe of women, in one of 


which he conveyed her thither agromably to 


my directions. 
T was much aſtoniſhed that the Selidtar, 


inſtead of making any oppoſition to her with= + 


drawing, gave orders himſelf, to open the 
door, and received me with a countenance 
perfectly calm at my return. He begged of _ 


me with the ſame moderation, to liſten to 


what had been paſling in his ee during 
my abſence. | 

„„ admire,” ſaid he © the generous ſenti- 
ment which attuates you in favour of that 
young Greek, and it appears to me ſo difin- 
tereſted an action, that I cannot withhold my 
applauſe: but inaſmuch as you judge her 


deſerving, does your opinion of her, aſſiſt to 
confirm the attachment ſhe has inſpired me 


with. She is free,” added he, and I make 


no reproaches to you, that you have preferred | 
her happineſs to my ſatisfaction; but I have 
one permiſſion to defire of you which I pro- 
miſe faithfully not to abuſe. Do not ſuffer” 
her to leave Conſtantinople without my 


C6 know 
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* 


eee and I engage you ſhall not TY 


CO 
inconveniently bound by your promiſe, as 1 led 
will make known to you my intentions in the | 

ſpace of four days.” I made no difficulty in th 
granting his requeſt, and fearing he might m 
feel ſome reſentment at my conduct, I was m. 
1 well pleaſed at the price of this conceſſion, tre 
1 Wo to continue his friendſhip and efteem. + in 
„ Some affairs which it was neceſſary I ſhould | in 
conclude, obliged me to defer my viſit to the 
young Greek, till evening, and before that ar- © 
rived, I by accident, met Cheriber, who hav- _ T. 
ing ſeen the Selidar, had found him com- ha 
pletely ſatisfied with his ſlave. In this inter- ſh 
view, which had taken place fince I left him, WE 
I was pleaſed to find he bad dern 3 —_ he 
with reſpe& to me. | | fel 
The diſeretion which had dla coll him fo 14 
l to conceal our connection, very * 
much increaſed the opinion I held of his pro- be 
bity; and it appeared, that Cheriber's opinion 
of me was augmented by the flattering terms th 
in which that nobleman: had ſpoken of me. a} 
He aſſured me, I had no friend more entirely 5 


devoted to my welfare thanthe Seliftar, ue . 


vn s. MW 
. by 2 41s + Ex 


compliment 1 received Wow the acknow- _—_— 


ledgments it deſerved.” ES, e een 
Not feeling any great Joke to learn whi⸗ 


ther this encreaſing friendſhip, and the pro- 
miſe the Selictar had exaQed of me, tended, 
my mind remained as eaſy as my heart was 
tranquil; and no alteration had taken place 
in my ſentiments when I arrived in the even- 
ing, at the language-maſter's houltuc 0 
I. vas there informed, that the young 
Greek had already changed her name to 
| Theopha, from that of Zara, by which ſhe 
had been known during her ſlavery ; and that | 
ſhe expeRted my viſit with the utmoſt impa- 
tience. On preſenting myſelf: before her, 
her firſt impulſe prompted her to throw ber- 
| ſelf at my feet. and ſhedding there, an ahun- 
dance of tears, ſhe clung ſo perſeveringiꝝ to £ 
my knees, that I made many uſeleſs. mn _ 
before I was able to diſengage her,, 8 5 
For a while, her ſighs were the only fans 5 
that eſcaped her; but, in proportion as the 
diſorder of her mind ſubſided, ſne addreſſed 
me alternately by the ſeveral names of ber 
Deliverer, her F ather, and ber God! 
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It was abſolutely out of my FRI to mo- 
derate theſe firſt tranſports of her feelings, in 
which her whole ſoul ſeemed to ſpeak itſelf 
unreſervedly, and affected even to tears; at 
theſe energetic expreſſions of her gratitude, 
I loſt as it were, the ability to combat her 
affectionate careſſes, and left ber at full liberty 
to indulge the tumult of her feelings. At 
length, perceiving her agitation to diminiſh, 
I raiſed her in my arms, and placing her in a 


more commodious ſituation, ſat down. beſide 


her. | 
er having ſomewhat recovered herſelf, 
me repeated to me, with more regularity, 
what ſhe had already commenced by twenty 
incoherent ejaculations. Thoſe were thanks 
the moſt affectionate thanks ſor the ſer- 
viec I had rendered her- marks of unfeigned 
admiration of my goodneſs; and prayers the 
moſt ardent and impreſſive, that Heaven 
would ſhower on me, its favours, in re- 
ward of what her whole ability, and even her 
exiſtence, could never hope to compen- 


fate. The ſuppreſſion of her tranſports be- | 


fore the Selictar, had been to her, the moſt 
excruciating ſelf-denial; ſhe bad ſuffered 


kearcely - 


ſca 
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ſcarcely leſs from the delay of my. coming ; 


and if I doubted (ſhe added) that ſhe' wiſhed - 


to live, or breathe, but to render herſelf wor- 


thy ofmy goodnefs, I ſhould make her ſtillmore 
wretched than ſhe had been even in ſlavery. 

I é interrupted her by my aſſurances, that 
ſentiments ſo feelingly expreſſed, could not 
fail to imprefs me with a conviQtion of their 
truth, which in itſelf, was an equal return for 


W whatever ſervice I might have done her; and 


deſirous only to divert her from thoſe tranſ- 
ports which I perceived to be on the brink of 
renewal, I aſked of her nothing, but to in- 
form me how long, and by what misfortunes, 
ſhe had been deprived of her liberty. 
This declaration is due to myſelf, that, in 
ſpite of her charms, and the ſituation in which 
I had beheld her at my feet, had ſupported. 
\\ 
her in my arms, no ſentiment had hitherto ,. 
ſprung up in my heart, but what had been the 
offspring of compaſſion alone. My native 
delicacy had repreſt every tender inclination 
towards a female who had juſt eſcaped from 
the embraces of a Turk, and in whom I 
fancied no other n merit than her exterior ad- 


"ns | 


a 
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vantages: a cireumſtance not unfrequent f in 


T2335 , ; : 


the ſeraglios or the Lernt... 

Thus, I at this period, boaſted all the merit 
of unvitiated generoſity; but it. occurred to 
me ſeveral times, that had this exerciſe of it 
been known to the more faſtidious Chriſtians 
of my own country, I ſhould not have ef- 


caped the ſeverity of their cenſure ;* who 


would have eſteemed me criminal for not 
having employed ſo large a ſum in the ad- 
vancement of Religion, or the releaſe of 


| ſuffering captives; and not thus, as they would 


charitably have ſuppoſed, have- ſquandered 
It away for the gratification - of od own ca- 
prices. 5 

It will be ſeen whether the [ket of this 


adventure renders me more excuſable, but | 


if, in the origin, I had any reproaches to 


apprehend, J fear the concluſion will be very 


8 to afford me any juſtification. | 


The leaft wiſh of mine conveyed to Theo- 


pha the ſemblance of a law: the promiſed to 
relate to me all that fhe knew of her birth 
and adventures, and commenced the narra- 
tion ee. lag! , 
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« 1 began my acquaintance with life,” or 
rather my recollection carries me back only 


to a town in the Morea, where my father 
paſſed for a foreigner, and it reſts on his teſ- 


| timony alone, that I believe myſelf to be a 
Greek, for he has ever concealed from 


me the actual place of my birth. He was 


poor, and poſſeſſing no talent to acquire 


& wealth, continued in a ſtate of poverty in 


which I was brought up; however, I can re- 
call few circumſtances of that wretchedneſs I 
was then incapable of feeling. I had ſcarcely 


attained my ſixth year when we removed to 


Patras; I remember the name, for it is the 
firſt trace of my infancy which my memory 
diſtinctly preſerves. The abundance alſo, 
with which I there found myſelf immediately. 


ſurrounded, after a life of hardſhips and) 
ſcantineſs, made too ſenfible an impreſſion * 
ever to be effaced. My father continued 
always with me, but it was not till I had ſpent 
ſeveral years in that city, that J became per- 


fely acquainted with my ſituation, and un- 
derſtood the fortune to which 1 was deſ⸗ 
tined.”” 


Without 
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1 Without becoming a ſhave, and without 
diſpoſing of my freedom, he had attached 


| himſelf to the Turkiſh Governor of that 
place. Some appearances of beauty which 
vwere traced in my countenance, had ſerved | 


bim as recommendations to the Gover- 
nor's favour, who had engaged to ſupport 
him during life, and to have me carefully 
educated, on the fingle condition of my being 
ſubmitted to his deſires when arrived at that 
age which might diſpoſe me to meet them. 
In addition to his being houſed, and fed, 
without expence, my father alſo obtained a 


trifling employment. I was brought up under 


his immediate obſervance, but by a ſlave of 
the Governor, who ſcarce deferred, till I 


became ten years old, to diſplay to me the 


happineſs I had to expect from having en- 
gaged the regards of his gnaſter, and of the 
ſanguine hopes with wþich he ſuperintended 


my education. That which he announced as 


the higheſt poſſible good fortune, appeared to 
me preciſely in that light. The ſplendour in 


1 which ſeveral women were entertained who 


N * his ſeraglio, and of whoſe happy 


condition 
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ondition I was continually inftruted, excited 
t once my ambition, and impatience. Mean- 
hile, my. father refleQing, that, from the 
Governor's advanced age, he might not enjoy 
during all his life, the advantages which had 
tempted him to Patras; began to repent of 
WMthoſe engagements which permitted him ſo 
mort a time, to gather their fruits.” 
He did not impart to me theſe. reflec 
tions; but fearing no impediment from the 
principles in which I was educating, he made 
ſecret engagements with the Governor's ſon, 
who began already to exhibit ſymptoms of 
peculiar attachment for women, and to him 
he propoſed, —defrauding his father,—to re- 
fign me on the fame conditions. I was ac- 
cordingly ſhewn to the young man who at 

ſight conceived a violent inclination for me. 
Leſs patient than his father, he ſoon required 

that the period of their contra& ſhould be 
abridged, and I was yielded to him at an 

age when youth precluded the enn of. 
my deſignation. 

« You will perceive that the defire of ow 
ſure contributed nothing to occaſion my mis 
Fo 2 25 
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fortunes, and I may 'be [aid, rather to EY 1 [; _ 
been born to diſſoluteneſs and incontinence, 1 a? 
_ than accuſed of having Fallen into them. So nn 
have I never been tortured by the ſtings of 4 . 
remorſe, or fevered under the inflictions of .. 
ſhame. My increaſe of years added nothing oak 
to my underſtanding which might in diſcloſing 3 Dr. 
my errors, yield correction to my principles; Bl, .. . 
nor did I at that time entertain thoſe deſires zh 
which give birth to the paſſions. My ſitua- . 
tion was reconciled by habit, ſanQioned by ben 
example; and continued without any change, ce 
till the time when the Governor propoſed ragli 
himſelf to beſtow on me his careſſes. ſuce 
„ His ſon, my father, and the ſlave who to b 
vas charged with my bringing up, experienced melt 
all nearly equal embarraſſment ; but far from 10 
taking any ſhare in their diſtreſſes I was con- and 
tented to think I Pn of right, to the urge 
Governor,” ' © | that 
The Governor was a man moſt cruel, 1 
moſt ſevere, moſt paſſionate and vindiQive.” 7 hs 
% My father, who had ill calculated the ky 
period of his death, finding himſelf. reduced nou! 
to the laſt extremity gave way to his fears, 7 


J - 45 


FF reſolved to. * with me, without-ſay= | 
ng a word either to the ſlave or the Turk. 
ut his enterprize was ſo ill-concerted, or fo 
Wl-condudted, that .we- were overtaken and 
ecured before we had reached the pont! ici 
«« Not being a ſlave, his evaſion was not a 
-rime which ſubjected him to puniſhment ; 
zevertheleſs, he experienced all the fury of 
Whe Governor, who not only reproached him 
with his flight as a treaſon, but with all the 
benefits he had received Tomy Wes as a 


* theft. 28 5 . + 971 
40 * 1, was: decile: ie FR thei 
d raglio, and it was ſignified to; me; that, on the 
ſucceeding night I ſhould: have the honour 
io be numbered. AMORE; the”) "women of .my 
i maſter,” eee e ox bal. 6 


« received this ce as a favour, 


" MW urged my father to his flight, was aſtoniſhed 
that he wiſhed ſo ona, ſudden to. e 
5 his happineſs, and my exaltation,” _.; 
The appointed night arrived; 1 was. pre- 
pared for the honour that had been an — 
e to me; and was conducted to the 5 
apartment 


—_ 


; —_— 5 


and not having underſtood the reaſons which Ny 


; apartment. of the Governor, Who received 


treated me to fly with him. | 
= Preſently, refleQing viieur"doubs, how 8 
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me with 3 mark of er and 


civility.” 


« In n the ſame moment he was i in- : 
formed, that his ſon deſired to ſpeak with dim, \ 


on an affair of the moſt preſſing importance; jo 
of ſo great moment that it was impoſſible it Y bad 
ſhould be deferred till the next 89; 4 even FOR . alor 
the next hour.” _ 4 that 
He defired him to be admitted, and diſo 
gave orders to be left alone that he 8 my 
* to him in private.“ „% 74 2M 
„remained with them notvithfiiading but! ſpea 
the parent led his ſon to an inner apartment the 
vhere they continued ſome minutes together. bh 
I heard during their talk ſuch loud language maſt 
as led me to ſuppoſe their conference was not WIR 
mutually agreeable : this was preſently ſuc- 2 


ceeded by a noiſe which alarmed me, when the 
ſon ruſhing towards me with à wild, diſor- Vc 
dered look, took me by the band, and en⸗ ag 


much he had o —_ from the r tk real 
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ed e ran out alone; deceived them by ficti- 
1d Rious orders from his father, and left me 
trembling at the agitation I had obſerved in 
n- Wim, and not daring to approach the chamber 


to aſcertain what had happened.“ 

« The flaves, to whom the young Turk 
had ſaid, it was his father's pleaſure to remain 
alone for half an hour, re- appeared when _ 
that time was expired; and finding me in the 
diſordered ſituation in which he had left me, 
| my diſtreſs gave riſe to their ſuſpicions.“ 44 

« They interrogated me; but unable to 9 74 
ſpeak, 1 only directed their attention towards {4 


ut 
nt! che cabinet.” 
* « They entered it, a there found their 
maſter weltering in his blood dead of two 
ge 
ot vounds inflited by a poignard. T 
GY Their cries immediately aſſembled all | 


he the women of the ſeraglio, who with one 

voice, enquired the circumſtances of o 

fl tragical an event.“ 8 ieee 
I related to them, rather what my ima- 

gination ſuggeſted to me, than what Thad 

really heard ; and underſtanding the truth of 


4 * 
elner 


* * 


THEOPHAY 


the adventure, as little as themſelves, my ig- 
norance and my apprehenſion were equally 
diſplayed by my tears. 11 
There was no doubt but the Governor 
had been murdered by his ſon, and that opi- 
nion, which was confirmed by his flight, pro- 
duced the ſtrangeſt effect. The women, and 
the ſlaves of the ſeraglio, imagining them- 
ſelves without any maſter, were buſied awhile, 
in ſecuring whatever valuables appeared to be 
moſttempting, and then endeavoured to profit 
by the darkneſs of the _ to e from 
their priſon.” _ 
Thus, finding the ion open on all ade, 
I determined alſo to go out, and the more 
unheſitatingly as no one attempted e to 
conſole, or reſtrain me. | 
My intention was to reach the habitation 
of my father, which was in: the neighbour- 
hood of the ſeraglio, and I perſuaded myſelf 
I ſhould very eaſily diſcover the way. But 
I had ſcarcely ' proceeded twenty paces 
through the gloom, than I fancied I per- 
ceived the Governor: 8 ſon. I did not recog- 
23; | | nize 


* 


ize TRY dose til 1 bd ventured. to 5 
enquire who he was.” _ 1 | . 
« He told me, that in the pins into. which 
he unfortunate action he had committed had 
hrown him, he lingered there; to learn if his 
ather was yet alive; or if dead, that he might 
aſten to provide for his e oy en 
ight.“ a 
„ I iermed bien a all I hd W wh 
witneſſed his affliction, which ſeemed: T__ 
incere, at the recital?! L! i ni ts 
He related to me in a fel! winds "IR 
aving gone with infinitely leſs paſſion than 
ear, to een his | aches of hong comMeres 


ious at cs declaration; h hi Pet his poi ad | 
and endeavoured to deſtroy him; and that 
e had abſolutely no means left of preſerving \ 
is own life, but "oy the- kacrifice Ne ag GE K 
18 parent. 9 5 
4. He propoſed to me, to neon add | 
n his flight, but while he urged me to accede 
o his wiſhes, we were ſurrounded by ſeveral 
xcrſons who knew him; and As the report 
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they all readily aſſiſted in his apprehenſion.” 
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which had already cireukttd of his crime, 


„ J was left at liberty and haſtened in- 


| ſtantly to my father, who received me with | 


every demonſtration of joy.” 

% Not being anywile implicated in this 
melancholy tranſaction, he propoſed, without 
delay, to collect the little property he had 
amaſſed during his ſtay at Patras, and to leave 
chat city, taking me along with him. He did 
not explain to me what were his intentions, 
and my ſimplicity prevented me from enter- 
ing into his views.“ | 

« No obſtacle prevented; or ad: our 
departure; but, ſcarcely were we on ſhip- 
board, than he diſcourſed with me, in a man- 
ner, which gave me great afflition.”* _ 

*« You are young,“ ſaid he, and nature 
bas beſtowed on you thoſe beauties which ad- 
vance a woman to the higheſt fortune ; I am 
eanduQing you to a place where every advan- 


tage is to be derived from thoſe charms ; now 
I with you to promiſe me. ſolemnly, even by 


oath, that ny councils ſhall regulate the whole 
1 your ond. He EMS me to ſwear 
this 


THEOPHAs . 


his to him, in ſüch terms, as be conceived. 
would render the compact moſt inviolable ; 5 


but I felt an extreme repugnance at thus re- 
h aricting my ſelf in the way he deſired.“ 1225 
. « Some reflections which I began to make: 
is from the ſituations into which he had already 
it put me, induced me to imagine, that, in 
d uniting myſelf with a man, I ſhould derive 
e moſt ſatisfaction from indulging the diQtates ob 
d my own choice. The Governor of Patras's. 


ſon, with whom I had lived in habits of 5 
moſt familiar intercourſe, had never made 
any impreſſion on my heart; had excited 5 
me, no intereſt in his favour; while, I 1 * 
P- ſeen fifty other young men, with whom, I 

- ſhould have been moſt happy to have en- 
eyed the fame intimacy.” “ 
re „ However, the yoke of 8 a \ 
d- being ſuch as I had no power to refiſt, I con- 
m feſſed my ſubmiſſion. to his wiſhes”? - 

n- « We arrived at Conſtantinople, where 5 = 
w my employment, during the firſt months. of. © i 
by our reſidence, was to acquire thoſe manners, nM 
le and that information, which renders a woman. 
ar e to ae taſte: of the capitol. N 
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52 1 THEOPHA. 
age did not at this time, exceed fifteen, and 
my father, without expreſſing his deſigns, flat- 
| tered me unceaſingly with the promiſes of 
fortune far exceeding the extent of my 
hopes.” | 
* One day returning home, be. did not 
perceive that two perſons had followed him, 
had not ceaſed to follow him, till they had 
well noted the houſe inte which he came; 
and then accompanied by ſome neighbours, 
= attempted to ruſh in, immediately after him. 
Without deſign, he was too quick for them, 
| and entered the houſe, of which we occu- pr. 
pied only a ſmall part, before they reached wi 
the door. They knocked ſo rudely, that ha 


conceiving ſome alarm, he made me retire to 5 


a ſecond chamber, which joined to the one of 

we were then in.“ G - MM he: 

« Having opened the door, he was in- ſen 

ſtantly ſeized by a man whom he recollected CO1 

2 at firſt fight, and whoſe. appearance alone, 200 
ſuppreſſed his voice. He remained a long WM the 

time, without being able to make any reply Wl he 

to the many injurious reproaches with which off, 


we man n aſſailed him, and which I heard very age 
an. to 


| THEOPHA. 84 


VB diſtinctly. He was called traitor, delhi; 85 
ſcoundrel, one who ſhould not much longer 
evade the inflictions of juſtice, and who in 


ſpite of himſelf, ſhould be brought to give 


t account of his ane and his . 1 

N, 3 ings.“ 8 1 

d Still he ads no attempt to -uſtify king 1 

Fe and ſeeing no probability of defence againſt 1 

85 theſe accuſations, he fuffered himſelf without ? 

1. reſiſtance, to be carried before the Cadi.” 4 

1, « Scarcely did I recover from the firſt im- F 

= preſſion of my fright, than covering my head ] 

d with a ve1}, I haſtened to follow the road they 1 

it had obliged him to take.” _ 1 

©) As public acceſs is permitted to the Court I 

e of Juſtice, I reached it ſufficiently ſoon, to q 
hear the complaints of his accuſers, and the 

- ſentence which a Ne ſucceeded his YE, 

d confeſſion.?” _ Y 

, « They charged him wh having ſeduced + 

g the wife of a Greek nobleman, whoſe ſteward 

y he had formerly been; of having taken ber 

h off, together with a daughter two years of 

y age, whom ſhe: had had by her huſband; and 


to have ſtolen at the ſame time, from „„ 


. 1 


* e 

yy * E . 
1 W a7 0s 

. "IE. 4 


-J n * 3 
5 — LE a 
A og 
1 
L 
8 „ 
54 os THEOPHA. 


e every thing that. was ef value and 
was portable.“ 
% Unable to diſprove. theſe. affertions, 1 
= Had done nothing towards excuſing his guilt, 
.. ut call Heaven to witneſs, that, in doing 
what he had done, he had only yielded to the 
ſiolicitations of the lady; that ſhe alone had 
= been guilty of the theft, from which he had 
derived no advantage, having himfelf, been 
1 ſo cruelly plundered as had One: King to 
the extremeſt diſtreſs 
 « Tothe demand that md abothal 
of what had become of the lady, and her 
child; he proteſted, that he had long loſt 
them both, both ee _ fince 50 


5 dead.“ 
| „ The Sala akich. hat bei a di 
1 from him were eſteemed by the Judge ſuffi- th 
cC.ient to condemn him, and [ heard that de- ne 
s eiſion pronounced.” ar 
« All the indignthiow alta the: diſgrace: th 

felt, at being born of ſo criminal a parent, 
would not have reſtrained my grief from ta 
breaking out into eries and lamentations; but, 1 
having aſked of the Co, the. favour to ſpeak W 
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1 Was, 1 tremblingly conjured a Turkiſh 
San to whom I addreſſed myſelf, to take 
E pity 


THEOPHA. | 6 8 


a few words to him in private, that Which he 
W ſaid to the Judge, ſeemed a little to ſoften his 


rigour, and ſucceeded to procraſtinate the 
execution of his puniſhment, He was re- 


conducted to priſon, and favourable opinions 


were entertained at this unaccuſtomed de- 


% For me, there remained no choice, in 
my wretched ſituation, but to return to my 
own home, and await there, the cataſtrophe - 
of this cruel adventure ; but, in approaching 
our houſe, I obſerved a great croud of per- 
ſons, and ſuch appearances of tumult as in- 
duced me to ſtop and enquire the cauſe, not 
having courage to advance any farther,” 

« In addition to the calamity I already en- 
dured, I learned, that it was the cuſtom of 
that city, the moment ſentence was pro- 
nounced, to ſeize the effeQs of the criminal 


and that rigorous uſage was then W on 


the property of my father.” W 
My fears encreaſed ſo rapidly, chat re- 
taining no longer the fortitude to conceal who | 
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pity on * . daughter of the tics 
who had juſt been condemned. 


« She raiſed up my veil to examine my 1 


face, and the grief there depicted, ſeeming · to 
affect her, ſhe led me into her houſe, having 
firſt obtained the conſent of her huſband.”? 
They did not omit both of them, to ex- 
tol the magnitude of the ſervice they had done 
me, and the fear under which I laboured in- 
clined me to countenance their exaggeration, 


I left: to them the diſpoſal of my fate, and 


thought that I became indebted to them for 
my life, ſince they had promiſed to take care 


of it. The fame expectations which all the 


world entertained from the delay of the Cadi, 
clung to my mind, and encouraged my hope ; 
but alas! at the expiration of a few days, my 
entertainers informed me, my father had ſuf- 
fered the execution of his ſentence,” _ 
In a city where I bad no acquaintance, 
at the age of about fifteen, with ſo little ex- 
perience of the world, and ſtigmatized by a 


diſgrace ſo humiliating, I thought myſelf at 
firſt, condemned for the reſt of my exiſtence, 


to miſery and misfortune, - The extremity to 
| which 


_ 
_ 
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which I was reduced taught me by reflec. 
tion, on the early events of my life, to adopt 


ſome rule which e ſerve me hereafter as 


a guide.“ 


« Among all the traces I could collef, I 
diſtinguiſhed two principles, which had inva- 


riably predominated in my education: the one, 
had inſtructed me, to look on men as the 
only ſource of fortune and happineſs to my 
ſex; from the other, I had learned, that, by 


compliances, ſubmiſſion, and careſſes on our 
part, we acquired a ſort of empire over them, 
ſubjetted them in their turn, to our controul, 


and obtained for ourſelves all that was neceſ- 


fary to conſtitute our happineſs. Whatever 


obſcurity had prevailed in the deſigns of 
my father, I well remembered, that wealth 
and affiuence, were the objects which had 


alone, bounded his views. Tf he had been 


ſo ſolicitous while at Conſtantinople to eulti- 
vate my natural advantages, it was by ſuch 
cultivation to enhance my value, and raiſe 


me above the level of women in general. 


He expected on this account, to ſecure for 


me a conſideration greater than his own con- 


D 5 ſequence 
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. ſequence had had the power to procure: or, 
if he was aiding by his addreſs, to facilitate 
the path for me, knowing the acquirements I 
_ poſſeſſed to aſſiſt my ſucceſs ; he promiſed to 
himſelf a ſhare of thoſe enjoyments, to which 
he had taught me to aſpire. By his death 
then, did I love all thoſe allurements he had 


told me a thouſand times, I inherited from 
nature?” The anſwer was ah nah in the 
negative. 

« Phis reaſoning which daily e 
itſelf in my mind during my intervals of ſo- 
litude, gave birth to a deſign, which I thought 


would enable me to acquit the gratitude I 
owed to my hoſts. This was to make known 
to them, the deſtination my father had pro- 


poſed for me; and to ſubſtitute them, in his 


place, for the realization of thoſe hopes he 


had entertained. 1 had no doubt, but that 
being converſant . in the cuſtoms of their own 


country, they would underftand in an inſtant, 
how much it might be in my power to ren 
form for them, and for myſelf.” '' 


15 * was ſo ſatufied "at this reflftion 
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that IL 4ereſmined not. to: Ver ve diſcloſure 


all the next day.“ 


« But that which the: Gmplitity.of my i ima- 


| gination had ſuggeſted, had not failed to be 


diſcerned alſo by peopleinfinitely more verſed 


in cunning than myſelf. The obſervance: of 
| ſome beauty in the features of a foreigner, 
found in the ſtreets of Conſtantinople, with- - 


out acquaintance, and deſtitute of proteQion, 
had been the only motive which induced the 
Turkiſh woman to intereſt herſelf about me. 
She had digeſted a plan in concert with her 
huſband, which ſhe deſigned to make me en- 
ter into; and, accidentally ſeletted the very 


day to explain her propoſals, which I had 
choſen for the n of mx own ima- 
| ginings.“ | | 4 


« She aſked me numerous 8 of my 


Fant and of the place of my birth; my Ny 


anſwers to which ſeemed favourable to the 


execution of her project. At length; after . 
flattering me on the charms I poſſeſſed, ſhe : 
offered to render me more happy than my 
defires could ſuppoſe, if I would attend ts 


her advice, and ſubmit to her conduQ.” 
f FE 1 know,” 
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3 6 I len Laid 5 «a rich Sad 
whoſe paſhon for women is exceſſive, and 
who ſpares no expence which my Kacke to 
their gratification.” we Ea. 9 Ms 
« This man,“ ſhe old me, bad ten 
vomen, the handſomeſt of which, according 
to her information, was much inferior to my 
ſelf; and I need not heſitate to believe, that 
his attachments centering in me, he would 
do more for my individual happineſs an for 
that of the ten others.“ FEY 
« She enlarged particular M on the plenty 
which reigned throughout his houſe : the 
teſtimonies of herſelf, and her huſband, might 
convince me of this, as they had been long 
employed in his ſervice, and had long re- 
garded with admiration, the many bleſſings 
their Prophet ſhowered on ſo gallant a man.“ 
« She drew the picture with ſufficient abi- 
lity to inflame my inclinations, which, filled 
with the ideas I was about to communicate to 
her, was the more readily effected; and I was 
delighted, to find, ſhe had prevented me chat 
trouble by her anticipation,” T 
we ; 2 Bur 15 


—— 
— — 
— — — * 
— * — 
— — PT 2 P 
8 % * 
T p + 2 < 
„ 2 IF Lakes * * A > 
1 —— n : _ 74 — 8 — . 


- 5 1 - 
1 — 
3 — ” - 
6— i; LI 
by 3 N 
0 2 
1 
10 


555 bad 40 to: pe aber Ha« 


* painted to me, the elevation to well as N 
N | riches, and the degree of a me chant wound- 
's ed my pride. 1 repreſented! thi: &objeQion 1 1 
4 my adviſers, who. in cad ef yielding to it, V4 


| inge more * ume 


Eck, eee ee at my reſiſtance. T 
« I began then, to underſtand, that what 


| they had affekled to ſubmit to my choice, 
- was a thing already agreed upon between 
t themſelves ; and perhaps alſo with the mer- 
4 chant, under the ſanction of whoſe name 
they were acting.“ j\ 
1 I was ſo much the more obſtinate in my 


refuſal, from this ſuſpicion ; but difſembling 

my chagrin, I demanded till the next morn- \ 

ing, to fix my determination.” 3H 
« My repugnance being increaſed | bys he 

reflections which occurred in the co 

the day, 1 ſettled a plan the ſucceeding night, * 4 = * 

which you will ee to my deſpair; N 
vi * | | do 3 % 35 
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py 
4 4 
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do pot pre-inform you, that 1 hi it in execu- 


cution with the utmoſt tranquillity,” as 
„ The great expectations of my farier; * 
which I unceaſingly recalled to my mind, RI 
had the effeft to ſuſtain my courage; and ge 
1 my entertainers reſigned to 1 
ſleep, than leaving, the houſe, in the ſame "i 
plight and habiliments that I had entered it, d 
I committed myſelf to the ſtreets of Conſtän- 
tinople, with the vague deſign of addreſſing  $ 
the firſt perſon I ſhould meet, of diſtinQtion, it 
and abandoning to him the care of my e 
fortune.” : fc 
An imagination ſo crudely contained; 3 ir 
could not terminate with ſucceſs; but I was 
not at all perſuaded, that the next day,  aics g 
having paſſed a night of extreme perturba- ” 
tion, I ſhould not more readily . diſcover the a 
means to extricate e from my preſent b 
difficulties.” | | 
L met, 45.1 8 3 N per- | t 
ſons of the lower and middling claſſes. from 2 
whom [I could hope as little: aſſiſtance as from E 
| wy: I had abandoned. Although it was 0 


o 


lulkciently . . 
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ſufficiently eaſy to me, to diſtinguiſh the 
houſes. of the great, I ſaw no appearance of 
my procuring any acceſs to them; and my 
timidity, with which I had long ſtruggled, 
getting the better of my reſalution, I felt 
| myſelf at that time, more miſ table even than 
in the firſt moment which bad ſucceeded the 
death of my father!“ , 111 
1 ] would have returned to the delling 
I had left, had I known how to: have found 
it; but I was ignorant of the way, and my 
eyes now opened to my imprudence, and my 
folly, I was ſo terrified at the view, that 1 
imagined my deſtruction to be inevitable. 
t Meanwhile L was as uninformed: of the 
good I ſought. as of the evils which gave me 
ſo much alarm; my fear had no fixed object, 
and the hunger which began to torment me, 
became the moſt diſtreſſing of my calamities.” 
Chance, my only guide, having led me 
to the market: place where ſlaves: were ſold, 
a troop of women ranged under an-archway, 
exciting my ſurpriſe, 5] enquired the meaning 
* this: to me . ſtrange appearance. 


- * 
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I no ſooner became informed of the pur- 
| Pole for which they were ſo exhibited, than 


I regarded this opportunity as a reſource. I 


approached them, and placing myſelf at the 


bottom of the rank, I conceited, that if I 
poſſeſſed the qualities I had been ſo often 
complimented for, I ſhould not remain long 
without being taken notice of. As all my 
companions kept their faces covered, I did 
not immediately yield to the defire I had to 


exhibit mine; however, having waited till 


the market-hour, 1 could not obſerve various 
perſons examining women for purchafe, who 
were by no means comparable to myſelf, 


without feeling the moſt violent impatience 


to lift up my veil.“ 0 b 46s] | 
« It was not centeivid, that I was a PAP 


ger who had intruded myſelf among the troop; 
or perhaps the intention which had led me 


thither had not been ſuſpected: but ſcarcely 


were my features diſcovered, : than all the 


ſpettators, ſurpriſed equally with my g 
as my youth, crouded around me.” _ 
" 1 moore it t enquired. on all ldes to whom 


„ 


be- 
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l belonged; and the Slave Merchanes them- 
ſelves were aſking the queſtion, with an in- 
| quiſitiveneſs mingled with admiration.” 
„No one being able to anſwer this en- 
quiry, it was ultimately addreſſed to me; but 
in confeſſing, that 1 was there for ſale, I be- 
gan by enquiring in my turn, who were the 
perſons that deſired to purchaſe me. 
* So extraordinary an occurrence. drew 
around me a multitude of gazers, and the mer- 
chants, anxious as the ſpeRators, tendered 
me propoſals which I rejected. There were 
ſome perſons who replied to my queſtion; by 
diſclofing their names, and their ranks ; but 
as I heard none ſufficiently elevated to ſatisfy 
my ambition, I ee in the refuſal of 
them all.“ \ 
«Tg: aſtoniſhment of thoſe who, were bu⸗ | 
fied in admiring me, ſeemed to redouble at 
the rapidity with which, impelled by hunger, 
they ſaw me advance towards a woman who 
carried along ſome eatables at a little diſtance 
off, I conjured her, not to refuſe me an 
aſſiſtance for which my neceſſity was moſt 
preſvog-; he gave ear to my prayer, and 1 
profited 


*. 
CCC ˙ % r ⁵ ˙nn gr Irs Snoy po ri pf YT ae VS IL 


. 


66 ; THEOPHA; 

profited by her permiſſion with an eagerneſs 
___ which fixed the attention of all the ſpectators.“ 
They could ſeemingly, make nothing at 


all of me: I obſerved in ſome an appearance 
of compaſſion for my lot; in others a curio- 


ſity diveſted of all purpoſe; and in almoſt 
all the men, the e and the eee 


deſire.“ 


os Theſe e which I could rea- 
dily trace, ſtrengthened me in the opinion 


I had conceived of myſelf, and perſuaded me 


this ſcene would conclude to my advantage. 

After having attempted a thouſand en- 
quiries, to all of which I refuſed to make any 
anſwer the eroud gave way to admit a per- 


ſon, who had informed himſelf in paſſing, of 


the cauſe which attracted ſuch a multitude as 
he obſerved about me: it had been related 


to him, what had fo excited the ſurpriſe of 


every one, and he eee me to "_ 
his own.” 


Although the attentions which I obſerved 
to be paid to him, diſpoſed me to treat him 
with more than my uſual complaiſance, I did 


not condeſcend to make any anſwer till 1 


knew 


TH EOPHA. 


knew aka bimſelf, that he was the Intendant 
of the Baſhaw Cheriber. “ Nod! 
| « Deſiring to be more . informs 
ed concerning his maſter, he acquainted me, 
that he had been formerly Baſhaw of Egypt, 
and that he was poſſeſſed of immenſe wealth.” 
- «Satisfied with this, I whiſpered him in the 
| ear, that if he thought me likely to be plea- 
fing to the Baſhaw, he could not do me a 
greater favour than to preſent: me to him. 
He left me no occaſion'to repeat my ſolieita- 
tion, and taking me by the hand, conducted 
me to his carriage, which he had left when ge 
came up to me. I was gratified to hear the 
regrets of thoſe who had miſſed procuring me 
for themſelves, and their various conjeQures 
on an event, that pag to become more \ 
m than ever. 05115 id nt. | 
„ During our ride, the! teen of hs 0 
Baſhaw aſked of me an explanation of 2 
deſigns, and by what accident a young Greek, 
ſuch as Lappeared to be, by my dreſs, ſhould 
be found thus Ib Hs and- e 
oF Nerfelt;:" 2279965 | „n ie 23645 
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« I invented to fatisfy him, a little hiſtory, 


, Fi. - not wholly deſt' ute of the appearance of 
I truth, and betrayed ſufficient ſimplieity in 
1 my narration to flatter him, that he might 


* derive no ſmall advantage from the ſeryice 
hne ewas about to render the Baſhaw. The 
9 joy which this ſuceeſsful adventure inſpired 
me with, expelled every conſideration of in- 
tereſt, and 1 entertained only the idea of be- 
ing placed in a ſituation to repay the oy 
tion due to my late proteftors.”” 
I made no oppoſition to the Intendant's 
"requeſt, that I would acknowledge him to 
have bought me from a Slave Merchant; and 
in reward of this conceſſion, he promiſed. to 
advance me ſo much in favour of the Baſhaw, 
that I might ſhortly promiſe myſelf the firſt 
place in his eſteem: he. repreſented alſo to 
me the modes I ſhould adopt to 0 8 de- 
ſirable a purpoſe.” | | 
„ Having made known to him my 1 1 
I obtained a reception which inſtantly con- 
firmed all the ideas I had conceived of my | 
good fortune, I was conducted to an apart- 
: a5 ment 
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0 | ment of unſpeakable magnificence, as you 
We can teſtify having ſeen it; and a number of 
ſlaves were aſſigned to my uſe. Some time 
paſſed in ſolitude, during which I received 


Py 
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thoſe inſtructions which ſhould befit me for 


my condition; and in thoſe early days, when 
] raſted the pleaſure of being ſerved on the 


ſmalleſt ſignal of obtaining immediately all 
that could indulge my defires—of being re- 
ſpected and obeyed even to the verieſt inti- 
mations of my caprice: I rioted in a real 
happineſs, equal to the fondeſt dreams of ima- 
gination.“' | | 

« My ſatisfaQtion received an -incropſs; if 


it were poſſible, to its exceſs, when at the 


expiration of fiſteen preparatory days the Ba- 


ſhaw came, and declared to me, he thought 
me more lovely than all his other women; 


and to what I already enjoyed from his diſ- 


tinguiſhing liberality, he gave orders for the 


addition of a thouſand new preſents, the va- 
riety and abundance of which far exceeded 


the poſſible extent of my deſires. His age 


rendered him very moderate in his own; but 


he regularly viſited me ſeveral times a day, 


during 


* 


_ THEOPHA.” 


| ſpringing from the joy of my bofom, and in- 
fluencing oy ion en A to 
amuſe him.“ 

. That 00 was pa the wig 
pieſt epoch in my exiſtence ;' but, cuſtom in- 


ſenfibly wore off the attractions of thoſe plea- 


ſures which had been moſt gratifying. The 
conviftion of my happineſs was no longer 
remembered, and it was forgotten, perhaps, 
becauſe no object preſented itſelf to awaken 


my attention. The readineſs with which 1 


was obeyed, left me nothing to require; and 
the plenitude of my good fortune palled 
by its over perfection. The ſplendour of 
my apartment, the number or the brilliancy 
of my ornaments, and the richneſs of my ap- 


parel, loſt all their original charms, and ap- 
peared no longer the ſources of peculiar. 


ſatisfaction. Twenty times, when my mind: 


has been oppreſſed by fatiety, and the lan- 


gour of its ination made me burthenſome to 
myſelf, 1 have addreffed the glittering bau- 
bles which ſurrounded me, and deſired them 
to > make me happy.“ e 9 SOFT 7 
Me 1 „ They 


. which, my vivacity and ſprightlineſs, 


+» n' en 
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They ſpoke no conſolations to me; teh 


were as inſenſible to my diſquietude as ds. 


were unable to relieve it; and 1 imagined 


myſelf attacked by fome dreadful malady.”” 


1 made the Baſhaw acquainted with the 


ftate of my apprehenſions, and he had previ - 


ouſly remarked the change in my behaviour. 
Thinking that my ſolitude was the cauſe of 
this melancholy, though it was occaſionally 
interrupted by the Drawing Maſter, whom he 
had permitted to aſſiſt my progreſs in that 
art, he propoſed me to remove to the apart- 
ments of his other women, from whom he 


had kept me apart n en 5 _ ue _—_ 


tinction only. 3 
The novelty of this found: ſerved a little 


to re-animate my jaded ſpirits * 1 entered 
with delight into their dances” and other 


amuſements, and imagined that, ſharing the 
ſame fate, our inclinations muſt naturally ac- 
quire a ſimilitude which would tend to make 
us reciprocally agreeable to each other.?“ 
gut although they diſcovered ſymptoms 
of great eagerneſs to commence an intimacy 
with me, I was 8 ſoon diſguſted with their 
| n 


— 
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ſociety. 1 formed among them only, fancies 
and purſuits of the extremeſt frivolity ; no 


idea that was reſponſive to thoſe which con- 


fuſedly had taken poſſeſſion of my mind; no 
trace, in fact, of a thouſand things which I 
defired to know, and poſſeſs, without clearly 


underſtanding the nature of my wiſhes.” 


lived in their community nearly four 
months, without ever participating in the oc- 


cupations which engaged them: faithfully at- 


tentive to my own duty; avoiding to give 


offence to any one; and more beloved by 


my companions, than ſolicitous to excite 
their affedion. The Baſhaw, without relax- 
ing in his general attentions to the Seraglio, 
ſeemed inſenſibly to loſe that inclination 
. which had at firſt attached him to me; a cir- 


eumſtance, which ſome little time previous, 
would have been a ſource of extreme morti- 


fication; but my opinions having changed 


with the growing developement of my Ideas, 
I obſerved his coolneſs with the greateſt in- 


difference. I was abſorbed ſometimes in 


reveries apparently the moſt ſtudious, and 
broke from them without acknowledging any 
trace 


tr? 
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trace they had left on my mind: all was . 
vacant, ungratifying inſipidity. It ſeemed to 


me, that my conceptions were more extended 


| than my knowledge; my ſoul thirſted for 


ſome enjoyment it could neither pictate, nor 


explain; and I frequently enquired of myſelf 


why I was unhappy, poſſeſſing every thing 1 
had deſired, and en ne ng to ret 


der me-otherwife.” 

„ ſought ſometimes; af i in n where 
I imagined all advantages concentered. 
there yet remained for me no untried enjoy- 
ment, no ſource of indulgence which 1 had 


not taſted, no variety which might alleviate. 


theicominag difcontent which oppreſſed me. 
Lou have ſeen me buſied in painting; 
that was the fingle amuſement to which I was 


reduced, after having hoped fo much from 
my condition; and even that was ſucceeded 
by long fits! of ene en er. which T' 


could no wiſe account“ 


«© This was my fituation 0 the e Baſh 
allowed you the three of his ſeraglio. That 


diſtinction, which! he lad beſtowed” on no 
one but yourſelf, made me expect its coe ö 


Vor. T. only. E i quences 


LA 
e 


. THEOPHA. 


quences impatiently; for nt, 1 peruaded. 


Wat it muſt produce.“ 


4828 


He commanded us to . . . | 
F e with a ſort of diſtraction that left me 
unconſcious of what I did. My uncatineſs 
made me haſten to recover my place, where. 
you ſhortly approached me, and gave riſe to 


ſenſations I cannot explain. The anſwers I 


returned to your queſtions muſt have be- 


trayed my diſorder; but the good ſenſe 
which ſeemed to prevail throughout your 


diſcourſe, rivetted my attention. The im- 
preſſion I felt from your converſe, appeared 
to me, as the ſounds of ſome melodious in- 
ſtrument which ſtole upon my hearing for 
the firſt time: never did I recolle& io have 
liſtened to ſentiments ſo, delightful, or fo. 
conſonant to my own; and while you de- 
pitted to me the happineſs of the women in 
your country, you taught me from whence 
it aroſe, and in what manner your ler 1 6 


to:create it n e is 


The names of virtue, hongur; * pru- 
dence, whoſe names alone ſeemed to inſtrutt. 
me of their import, attached themſelves to 
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my mind, and enlarged it in a moment, jÞ8 
though they had been always familiar to it.“ 
1 liſtened with pleaſing avidity to every 
ſyllable that eſcaped your lips, and offered 
no interruption by my queſtions; for nothing 
was uttered by them, whoſe TOI: w_ 
heart was unwilling to atteſt.” 

„ Cheriber put an end to this delightful . 
converſation, and you no ſooner diſappeared, 
than I began to recall every image you had 
exhibited to my obſervance, and the moſt 
trivial was remembered with delight. From 
that moment - theſe became the objeQs of my 
inceſſant meditations; and the day, and the 
night, admitted no other remembrances. ?? 
There exiſts then, ſaid I to myſelf, a 
country which has other ſources of happi- \ 
neſs than wealth; and there are men who 
prize women for other advantages than beau- 
ty: there are other meriis by which women 
may become amiable in their eyes, and other 
enjoyments to be obtained than I have known. 
How came I thus long ignorant of what boaſts 
ſo many charms, of what at once flatters and 
accords with my own inclinations?” e: 


5 2 - (c However . s 


7 8 : 'THEOPHA, 


1 However much I wiſhed to a aſked _ 
of you a variety of farther information, and 
however great 1 felt the neceſſity of more 
extenſive details, the violent deſires by which 
I now became actuated, were in themſelves 
ſufficient to inſpire me with an exalted, idea 
of that which occaſioned me ſo much emo- 
tion. I ſhould not an inſtant have heſitated, 
bag. it been practicable, to have quitted me 
ſeraglio, and have ſought you all the city 
| over; to have aſked of you a thouſand things. 
I I had not yet. heard; to beg the repetition. 
coc what, you had already told me; and to 
base ſated mylelf with that pleaſure our ſhort 
converſe had only permitted me to taſte. - 
One hope yet remained to me, a hope 
1 bad always retained, and without which I 
| ſhould have been more exatting in my treaty 
Vith the Intendant. Not having been origi- 
nally born a ſlave, and no circumſtances com- 
pelling me to become one, 1 had ever be- 
\ lieved, that, if a period ſhould arrive when 1 
might be fatigued with my ſtate, I could not 
be withheld contrary, to my own-inclinations, 
I — it would be only ane to ex- 


J 


— numWmg == .cew zac, ec. 


W = v <e + 


| THEOPHA, e 


| FEY this to the Baſhaw, and I was > ar liberty. 
But as I had frequent opportunities of ſeeing 
the Intendant, who was veſted with the care 
of the ſeraglio, 1 thought it adviſable to ad- 


dreſs myſelf, in the firſt inſtance, to him, 7 


We were uſed io talk together, and I 
had as much reaſon hitherto to be ſatisfied 
with the ſervices he had done me, as 1 had 
hue doubt of his diſpoſition to continue 
them. However, as ſoon as he began to 
comprehend the drift of my diſeourſe, aſſum- 
ing a cold and ſerious air, he affected io deny 
the baſis of my pretenſions ; ; and when. I un- 
dertook to force on his recollection the cir- 
cumſtances of my hiſtory, he bade me, with 
the ſterneſt effrontery, remember, that he _ 
os e Wr in /laves.” -. 
1 perceived immediately that I was the 
vie of his treachery; but the violenęe of 
my grief did not exceed my conviction that 
reproaches and PR W be oe” no 
avail, ES TE * 


. ume a deren behlries hs 


anten him, the tears trembling'i in my eye, 


\ 
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to render n me that juſtice he. knew 'was my 
due; but he treated my prayers with a ſeve- 
rity he bad never aſſumed towards me be- 


fore, and telling me, without heſitation, that 
I was a flave for the reſt of my life, recom- 


mended to me never again' to reſume ſuch 
converſation, if J had no wiſh for vane: to 


make it known to his maſter.”” 


The illuſion which had ſo long recon- ” 
ited me to ſlavery was quite diſpelled; but 


I know not how it happened, that my reaſon 


was more matured fince the ſhort dialogue 1 


had held-with you, than in all the exerciſe.of 


it I had previouſly experienced. 1 beheld, 
in ika retroſpect of my paſt life, only ſubjects 
of ſhame, from which my eyes turned with 
diſguſt; and without any other principles than 
thoſe of which you had implanted the ſeeds, 


1 ſeemed'to regenerate, and acquiring a new 


chain of refleQions, I regarded every thing 


with a different eſtimation. I felt a firmneſs, 
which in my cruel condition, amazed me; 
and more than ever determined. to break the 


reſtraint of my ONS ; | conſidered that, 
befor 
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before I ſubmitted to deſpair, there were a 


peared againſt: me, and the effort was preg- 


that of his Intendant, which would preclude 
the exerciſe of every other endeavour. My 
reſource then, was to ſeek your ſervices: all 
quence of your leſſons, and your training be- 
came needful to bring it to perfection. E 
hoped, too, that that predilection you had 


teſtified in my favour, would plead with y{u 
recehatully, to extend your ſuccour. “. 


attached to me fince my firſt entrance into * 


ſhe was equally confined within the walls of 


E r Ion ov, ty wee 2 1 


thouſand probable ſchemes ſuggeſted to me 
by cunning, and propoſed to my attemptg.??. .! 
I abandoned the thought of applying to 
the Baſhaw for juſtice, as the likelihood ap- 


indignation, ) ſhould inevitably. ſucceed to 


the change I had undergone. was the conſe- 


The only difficulty was to make WE 
my; deſires :; and for this purpoſe; I hazarded \. 
the trial of a ſlave, who had ever been much 


the ſeraglio. I found in her all the zeal to 
do me ſervice which I could wiſh; ; hut as 


95 n as myſelf, her ability to aſſiſt- 
„„ 1 me, 
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me, was as circumſcribed as her änclination 
was good: 10 have attempted to paſs thoſe 
limits would, in the higheft degree, have been 
criminal; and ſhe could, in conſequence, 
_ offer me no aſſiſtance but through the inter- 
vention of her brother, 80 was * te + 
ſhaw's ſervice,” “ 
G48 Reſalving to: encounter Mont a bor 
the execution of my ſcheme, L {entruſted 'a 
letter to the fidelity of my flave, which you; 
| doubtleſs, received, as no other motive could 
prompt to the meaſures: yau have purſued z 
but which, however, held me ſome days in 
the moſt painſul ſtate gf uncertainty. E 
nn One of my companions, uhoſe on eun- 
ning made ber the more ready to deteſt it in 
others, ſuſpeRed, by my ferious air, that 1 
was meditating ſome unconmimon project: ſhe 
watched my motions: moſt aſſiduouſly and 
ariſully; abſerved me while I ute my let- 
letter; and, with equal be en 
its delivery to the ſlave. )) 
She now thought herſelf wie oY my 
e en thought me ſecurely in her power 


ad —_—_ an n acquaint me 
re 
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Eilenely of the fancied empire ſhe had by 
this means acquired, the entruſted me, in 
turn, with the confidence of a moſt dangerous 
intrigue which had engaged her during ſome 
weeks.. 


„ She was in the habit of regularly receiv- : 


ing a young Turk, who as raſhly, ventured | 
his life to accompliſh theſe viſits.” “ 

The mode by which he had hickeris! 
_ praftiſed this, was, by climbing along the 
roof till he came immediately over the win- 
dow of her chamber, into which he deſcended 
by means of a rope ladder. Now, as the in- 


tercourſe I had of late indulged with the 


other women of the Baſhaw, had not pre- 


vented me from retaining my original apart= 


ment, this had appeared to my ſcheming \ 


companion a more commodious reception for 
her lover; and the ſervice ſhe demanded, as 
the price of her ſilence, was, that I ſhould con- 
ceal him there during ſome days, that ſhe might 
give faller indulgence to that fondneſs, which 


in her on room, was reſtrained by the ne- 
ceſlity of his ſpeedy and frequent deſertion.”* 
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is 1 frightened me a 3 


- deal ; but I was tied down by the apprehenſion 


of her treachery. What ſhe had entruſted 
to me vas no reſtraint upon her enmity, be- 
cauſe I could produce no proof to make valid 


the avowal ſhe had uttered ; and on my refu- 
ſal, it was eaſy for her to deſtroy every trace 
of this commerce, by ceaſing to receive her 


lover; whereas my letter, and the two ſlaves 
who were in the ſecret, were all exiſting, wit- 


| neſſes againſt me.. 
n compeſſed to fubmit to all hey pro-, 
poſed : her lover was introduced the follow- 


ing night, and I was obliged (to eſcape the 


detection of the ſlaves who waited on me) 


to riſe from my bed while they ſlept, and 


condutt the young Ottoman into a cloſet, of 
which 1 alone kept the key. It was there 
the raſh woman propoſed. to entertain him 


during the day time.” 8 
« Some addreſs was necefſary 1 to eſcape _ 


the watchfulneſs of the women, and of the | 
ſlaves ; but, in a Seraglio well ſecured, our 
occaſional diſappearance created | no alarm. 


and 
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and the mhitede bf our apartments vers fa 
| vourable” to our ſhort- abſences. a 11477, 410 
Unfortunately, the Turk, who had: ſeen 
me hut for an inftent, by the light of my 
taper, conceived for me thoſe ſentiments 
which he had before entertained for my com- 
panion: I ſupplanted her undeſigningly in his 
affeQions, and on the firſt viſit ſhe- made him, 
by means of my key, which ! had entruſted 
to her; ſhe perceived a coldneſs in his be- 
baviour, which ſhe could not 1 05 attribute ” 
C . 
He was weak enough to offer Gore” ar- 
guments, that I mould become a party in 
their converſations, which were ſo frivolous 
as to give riſe to ſuſpicions of his Infidelity, 
and the determined to aſcertain the fa by 
yielding to his defire. I made no oppolition 
to her requeſt that J would accompany her; 
but her lover was ſo little guarded in his 
conduct. that, ſhocked myſelf to obſerve 
his négletct, I did not diſcommend the re- 
ſemment which” perſuaded. her to ſend him 


away the fucteeding night. A | 
E % Her 


A erhe. 


ly, was, further increaſed by 


dis regret at her determination, which his 


looks too evidently expreſſed was greater at 


leaving me; than at loſing her ſociety.“ 152 
But the puniſhment ſhe inflidted was far 


more ſevere than his perfidy could deſerve: 
in aſſiſting him to regain the roof from out 


of the window, ſhe daſhed him to the ground 
with ſo much maligrity, that his head was 
moſt horridly fractured by the fall, and the 


oſffence of his inideling. was aged for inn his 
5 life. 


0 Herſelf related to me the pt ven- 


geance ſhe had taken the next day.“ 


No reflection occurred to her, that in 


his fall, he had dragged the rope ladder along 
with bim; and, that that teſtimony, i in ad- 


dition to the pitiable condition. i in which he 


g lay, could not fail inſtantly to diſcloſe the 


nature of the project i in which he had been 


: engaged. Ii would ſtill remain uncertain to 
be ſure, from what window. he had been pre- 


cipitated, as there were'a. great many which 


| looked into the ſame court, but the alarm 


Was 


was not the leſs ferious' in the bauſe of che⸗ 


riber, and it communicated * e 5 


to the ſeraglio.“ 


£ ">. * 5 832 * 
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He interrogated all hs MARS bimlelk— 
he had every place examined which, could 
excite ſuſpicion ; but nothing was diſcovered 


to confirm it; and I could not but admire 


the tranquillity with which my unfeeling com- 


panion beheld all he buſtle char ſurrounded 


her.“ 


e e et e 


reſted on me, though he did not communicate 
them to his maſter. He told me that after 
the plans which 1 had projected, he had little 
doubt, but that it was I who had diſturbed 
the peace of the ſeraglio; and that I. had 
imagined perhaps, by the commiſſion of. a 


crime, to recover my-liberty.” 
„ The menaces by which he endeavoured 0 
10 extort my confeſſion, had no terrors for. 


me; but I thought my deſtruQion, would, be 
inevitable, when he threatened to ſeize thoſe 
flaves who were moſt attached to me. He 


took advantage of my obvious alarm, ü 


Wen me to diſcloſe that, which ] could: 


not 


$552: 
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ndl Ne ve e Perkins him to diſcover of himſelf, 
without expoſing my unfortunate flaves to 
periſh by a cruel puniſhment. — Thus, the in- 
veſtigation which took place for the crime of 
. another, forced en me a diſcloſure of 
my own fecret22- (10507 31: Dig; Fe ett 
„I owned to the Iieehdum : ther 1 was 
ſeeking to procure my liberty by thoſe means 
the Baſhaw could not himſelf difapprove'; ; 
and without laying any ſtreſs on my right o 
liberation, J intended 10 procure my free- 
dom as a'/lave, and at whatever price ſich 
freedom might be' made to depend. 1 ned 
He defired to know with whom 1 con- 
certed this deſign, and unable to diſſemble 
any longer, T'confeſſed'it was you. © - My ſin- 
cerity Was of ſervice to my companion, whoſe 
intrigue remained a fecret; and the Intendant 
ſeemingly well ſatisfied with! the knowledge 
he had acquired, aſſured me he would readily 
cvntribute to the furtherance of 1 my vie 1 8, my 
thbſeirneans.? 196 5365137 2g 0901" S100 SIT Of: 5 
_ is His coincidence' ſarprized me as JON | 
his ſeverity had cauſed my fear; and I am 
ill ignorant of the motives From which it 
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ſprung ; yet joying in the ſatisfaQion of ſo 
formidable an impediment being removed, 
I thought only to learn from you, if my in- 
| treaties had made any impreſſion.“ ery 
* Your reply was ſuch as left me ſome. 
doubts: but a happy experience has convin- 
ced me, that you were then intereſting your- 
ſelf in behalf of a miſerable ſlave; and that 
I am indebted for my liberty. to be mol * 
nerous— the beſt of men.“ NE fl 

A variety of little- expected elde dens en- 
gaged me during this recital, and, ſetting the 
difference of language out of the queſtion, I 
found in the young Greek, all the talent that 
Cheriber had boaſted. It was a ſubjedt of, 
admiration to me, that, without, any other 
tutor than nature, ſhe had arranged her nar- 
ration with ſo much regularity ; and, that, in 
detailing to me her reveries, and meditatiohs, 15 
ſhe had given a kind of philoſophical cloath- 
ing to all her ideas. The developement was: - 
ſenſibly produced, and I could have no ſuſpi- = 
cion, chat ſhe blazoned the borrowed ima. fi 
ginings of another perſon, in a country where 1-5 
the med, is fo ſeldom exexciſed in metaphy 

| ficial 
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ficial- Wm 1 fancied im; I diſco." 
vered in her, ſtrong natural abilities, which 
accompanied by a combination of features, 
pre- eminently beautiful, formed without 
doubt, a moſt extraordinary woman. 


- There was nothing in her adventures to 
me, particularly revolting, for, ſince my re- 


ſidence at Conſtantinople, 1 heard every day 


anecdotes, the moſt ſurprizing, of ſlaves of 
her ſex; and the ſequel of theſe adventures 


| will furniſh many examples of the fact. 


Neither was I much aſtontſhed at the ac- 
count' of her bringing up; as all the pro- 
vinces of Turkey abound: with thoſe aban- 
doned fathers, who educate their children for 
debauchery,” and who have no other occupia- 
tion to. ſupport their rp or eee 


their fortune. 6. 


But, when 1 cw the "EET ſhe 


paitended: to have received from the converſe 


of a few moments; and the motives which im- 
pelled her to become obligated to me for her 
liberty; 1 could not unhefitatingly, yield to 
that appearance of innocence; and ſimplicity, 
Wore her ans: und Her manner, bad fo 

n 1 ſue- 


yp 
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ſucceſsfully exhibited. The more I was con- 


vinced of her ſenſe, the greater became my 


ſuſpicions of her art; and the ſolicitude ſhe 
had expreſſed to diſplay her ſimplicity, was 


preciſely the reaſon which led me to doubt it. 


Now, as well as in ancient days, the fncerity 


a Greek, was ironically proverbial; there- 
fore, the moſt favourable conſtruction I could 


riber merely io change her condition: ſhe 
had profited by the converſation 1 had had 


with her, and aſſailing me in the weakeſt part, 
had imagined perhaps, hymns un et horn me 


with ſentiments of love. 
If Facceded to the Wande a deſerips 


tions, which ſpoke of what ſhe had fuffered | 


from diftrefs of mind, there! was no great 
diff culty to aſcertain the cauſe, which might 
be found in her actual fituation—that of 4 
young woman, ſharing only ths nee 
part of an old man's attentions. itgis 


She had not failed al ſo, to: 1 aria als 


moderation of the Baſhaw;: and to ſpeak 
truth, I was then in the flower of my age; 


admit was, that, being tired of the ſeraglio, 
and defirous of liberty, ſhe had quitted Che- 
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and if not flattered by my friends, ſufficiently 
well looking to make ſome impreſſion on a 


young girl ſhut up in a leraglio, in whom it 


was natural to ſuppole as mn maine of 


conſtitution as vivatity of mind. 


I muſt add- too, that, in the 3 of 


her joy I thought I remarked à concern 


wholly diſproportioned to the opinion [the 
had always entertained of her paſt adventures: 
thoſe extraordinary tranſports ſeemed to me, 
to be produced by no adequate cauſe; for; 
without reſorting to the intervention of ſu- 
pernatural aſſiſtance for this ſuddem change in 
her principles, 'what reaſon was there for ſuch 
exceſs of j joy for the ſervice I had done her; 
: and how, in an inſtant; could ſhe view with 
ſo much horror, ai ſituation, which by her 


ownnaccount, had onhy palled from its ex- 


treme abundance, . ee her deſires pap 
i may could-have birth??? bn 


From all theſe eee a part of 
which I had indulged during her tale, I drew 


this concluſion: that I had done -aiſervice 
td a pretty woman which E hadino rightts re- 
pent; but, to- vhich every handſomę flave 


had 


4a 
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had an equal claim; and akbough; while 1 
dwelt on her regular features with admiration, 


I. was no doubt, gratified in the imagination 


that ſhe wiſhed them to be pleaſing in my 


eyes the ſingle recollection of her having 
juſt left the arms of one Turk, after having 
previouſly ſubmitted to the embraces of ano- 


ther; and, perhaps, of a multitude of lovers, 
whom ſhe had concealed; was to me, a ſuffici- 
ent antidote againſt thoſe temꝑtations to which 
my age naturally , expoſed me. 1 


Meantime I was deſirous to Jeatn) /explis 


citly what ſhe propoſed: having made her 


free, ſhe could not be ignorant, that I poſs 


— 


ſeſſed no right to exact any thing of her, and 


1 waited till ſhe ſhould explain to me what 
were her deſigns. I forbore to queſtion her, \ 


and ſhe ſeemed in no haſte to impart, them. 
Having recalled me to the ſubject of our 
vomen in Europe, and the principles in which 


they are brought up, —ſhe engaged me in a 
hundred different details which I tool Pine 


ſure to relate to her. 1 9 rt 
The night being far a it c ſremedits 


require me to leave her. Having expreſſed 
N | no 


— 
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no pamiculer intention, and ber diſcourſe re- 


turning always to her happineſe, her grati- 
tude, and the pleaſure the felt in liſtening to 
me, I renewed my offers of ſervice; and 


aſſured her, that as long as ſhe choſe to avail 
herſelf of the houſe and the attentions of | 
her hoſt, ur, ng, os row e fag 1 


could ſupply. 
Her adieu was a oY — ima- 


ginabls: "the beſtowed on me fuceeffively, 
he names of her maſter, her father, her king, 
aud all thoſe affectionate names which are fa- 


miliar to the women of the Eaſt, © 
+ After having concluded - fome affairs of 
3 I could not refign myſelf to ſleep, 
er reviewing all the circumſtances of my 
They returned to me, even in my 
. and my firſt care, at waking, was to 
enquire of the language-maſter, ow Theo- 
Pha had paſſed the night.” 
It was not that I was recalled to her by 
che indulgence of any penchant which gave 


me diſquietude; but, having my imagination 


filled with her charms,—charms, which 1 fan- 
On way diſpoſition. —I confeſs, that 
7% entered 
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eats into argument with my delicacy on 
the firſt repugnance which ſprung up to op- „ 
poſe my cloſer intimacy with her. I inveſti- 12 
gated how far that caprice might be extended v2 
without offence to my reaſon; for the ca- ; 
reſſes of her former lovers could have im- | 
printed no ſenſible ſtain, and ſhould 1 fool- 
| iſhly, make that an object of diſguſt, which, 
tif it had never been told me, I could never 
have diſcovered? Was not an abuſe of that 
nature, ſuch, as the tranquillity of a few days 
_ would efface for ever; and this too, in an age, 
when nature inceſſantly by its on exertion, | 
rennovates itſelf? Beſides, among all the 
cireumſtances of her life, though by far the 
moſt ſurprizing, yet certainly the leaſt to be 
doubted—it did not appear that ſne had ever 
known what it was to love She was at this 
| time but. ſixteen: Cheriber was a being moſt 
- 8 - unlikely to excite any, tender fenſations in 
her heart, and the ſtate of infancy in which 
ſhe had been delivered to the fon of the Go. 
vernor at Patras, precluded-it as certainty, as' 
the diſtaſte ſſie had ever entertained: for that 
e, ne myſelf the delight 
n : "hs f 
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of being the firſt to inſpire her whch that Sa 
ſion; and the more 1- conſidered.it, the more 


1 hoped ſhe already felt ſome of its ſenſa- 


tions in my favour. 
- This idea was of infinitely 8 em 


chan all my reaſonings, to vanquiſh the ſcru- 
ples of my delicacy. I roſe in a very differ- 


ent ſtate of mind from what J had been the 
preceding evening, and if I did not abſo- 


lutely determine to go through with the ad- 
venture, I reſolved at leaſt, to lay, the foun- 


dation before the finiſh of the day. 


1 was engaged to dine with ho SeliQar, | 


who aſked me a variety of queſtions concern- 
ing the ſituation in which I had left the ave; 


but I reminded him that ſhe muſt now be | 


| ſpoken. of by another name ; and aſſuring 


him, that it was my fixed intention to leave 


her the full enjoyment of thoſe privileges I 
had purchaſed for her, I confirmed him en- 


tirely in the opinion of that indifference I. 


had ſo obſtinately vaunted. He thought! 


himſelf the more authorized, after this decla- 


ration, to enquire where ſhe reſMgd, and the 


queſtion embarraſſed me nota little. 1 could 5 
3 on, only 


..v 
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only excuſe myſelf, by endeavouring. to paſs it 
off with a joke, ſuggeſting to him the neceſſity 
of quiet, and retirement, upon quitting the ſe- 
raglio of the Cheriber ; and that, it would be | 
in me, an offence againſt gallantry, to-diſco- — 1 
ver her dwelling without Aer permiſſion. But A 
the SeliQar ſwore ſo ſacredly, that ſhe had | 
nothing 10 apprehend from his importunities, 
and, that he had no intention either of offer- 
ing to trguble, or. conſtrain her; that, after 
the gredit he had yielded to my oaths, 1 could 
not-with propriety refuſe him the latisſaction 

he deſired. e An" b 

1 acquainted him hoes the language-maſ-. 

ter lived, and be repeated his Promiſes with 
an air of ſincerity, that ſet me perſettiy at 
eaſe. Our diſcourſe continued. excluſively, | 

on the merits of Thegpha. ,, , ,,.,. | 

It had not been without. Ce effort that he 7M 

ad reſtrained his on inclinations : he con- 
feſſed no female had ever intereſted bim fo 
much. I made haſte to reſign her to you, 
ſaid he, «& fearing, that, my weakneſs,far, — 

he n. as + en We. — 


its 


— * 
: ERS 4 * PS. 
| Pa. 5 _ > 
3 6 . x 1 1 * * — 
r — 
de - ———z 


wn — " 
1 


, a 
. * 2 
4 


had mY 
= — w 
6 - -£ 
LS 7” « d . : a 
1 * f 
2 % g 
* * 2 
- 4 
4 
3 * — 
— a 
A 4 
"P 1 
4 , 


— 8 
g ira A 4 ee * 
> , 4 * * 
2 * 
* 2 ny 
* 4 
— ww - - * * 
„ 9 
* : - | 4. | 
* * * 9 
. 8 _— m—_— 
7 us \ S 2 5 # ; 1 8 8 — . — 
8 — I _ — — 0 f I , - ++ 
* 9 - . : > ; . 
4 . > Barge + „ 4 * <> 6 : 
A OY 8 
— hy R.. Way ö — - - | 
— AY a * i — * 
« —_— 8 — 
f | Ws 5 4 N . 


= THEOPHA, | 


with ber attrations, and that my poſton 
b perchance, ſubdue my integrity.” 
This diſcourſe ſeemed perfectly that of a 
man of honour; and 1 oe to the Turks, this 
teſtimony, chat few nations on earth, have a 
greater reſpect, or more rigidly obſerve, the "oj 
diftates of equity, than themſelves, 2” © | 
While he commanded my attention during L 
the utterance of ſentiments ſo noble, fo ex- l 
alted, the Baſhaw Cheriber' was announced, u 
and immediately entered, with thofe viſible 
marks of rage, and agitation on his counte- J 
| nance, that induced us aeg to aſk iar e 
the reaſon. e t. 
; Hie vas equally Hide vil he SdliQar 11 
12 a8 myſelf,” and it was from the applauſe of the A 
one, that I found myſelf involyed in the nga 0 
3 with the other. e eee a 


5A — — — A 


wy 


| (aid ke, ««-who-becomes'thus ths whaje of bis | 
|  flaves? See there, à bag of gold which my p 
' | Intendant has robbed yo of,” continued he; h 
| a ddreſſing the 1 « and that 1 is not his h 
0 3 EET | only 
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the graſp of juſtice.“ 
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only theft, The torture has extorted from 


him, a moſt horrible confeſſion, and I have 
preſerved his life on purpoſe that he might re- 


peat his guilt in your preſence. I ſhould die 
of mortification if that execrable flave en 

He propoſed to the Selictar, to have him 
brought i in; but we jointly; requeſted him, a 
little to explain himſelf, the better to iv 
us for that ſcene; | 6 

He informed us that another of bis ſervants, 


jealous of tha dominion the Intendant ex- 
erciſed in his houſe, and on that account in- 


tereſted to obſerve his motions, perceived the 
Eunuch of the Selictar, who came to fetch 
away the ſlave, count out to him a quantity 


of gold before he received her. Being widibut \ \ 


any ſuſpicion as to the nature of the tranſac- 


tion, he addreſſed him on the ſubjett, and 
from mere motives of curioſity, r e the 
ſum which had been paid. 
0 guilty Intendant, overcome with An 
prize at this detection, immediately conjured % 
him to conceal what he had ſeen, and gave 


him a conſiderable preſent to inſure his fide- 
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lity; whereas. it had the very contrary effect, 
and. confirmed him in the intention Je har- 
boured to deſtroy him. 
Not doubting, but that he 1 "ain guilty 
of ſome breach of truſt of which he feared 
the conſequences; he diſcloſed immediately 
his conjeRures to the Baſhaw, who, with liule 
_ difficulty dived to the bottom of the Buſi- 
neſs. 7 ans . 
_— The Intendant, 1 5 the menaces of his 
2% . : maſter, had confeſſed, that when the SeliQar 
| came to him, propoſing to. purchaſe the Gre 
cian ſlave, he overheard, them diſputing in a 
friend-like manner, about the price; and had 
noticed his maſter to ſay, that he felt too much 
\ pleaſure in an opportunity of obliging his illuſ- 
trious friend, to wiſh for any other payment. 
In this contention of politeneſs, they had ſepa- 
rated, the one inſiſting to receive no com- 
penſation, the other perſiſting to offer it; the 
ö Intendant had well noted this, and ſought how _ 
he ſhould turn it to his profit. He followed 
the Selictar, and told him, as if deſired by | 
his walter, that, as he was > reſolute i in not ac- 
+ 5 cepting 
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t, cepting the lavelisa preſent, he. ſhould pay 

— for her, the value of a thouſand crowns: he 

5 added alſo, that he was charged to receive 

y them, anddeliver the girl into whatever h hands 
d. he might appoint; : 
y' WU Cheriber, who, on the 0 FRM or- 

ie dered him to convey her to his friend; re- 
r. | poſed. in confidence on his corrett per- 
. formance of his commands, and entertained 
is not the ſmalleſt diſtruſt of the account he | : 
ar had rendered him. 7, of | 

Bo But, when he found that ks ba being mat) L 
a | leſs duped than the Selictar, his rage ran into 
1 fury; and, in the man to whom he implicitly-: 

;h entruſted all his affairs, he judged that piece 

- of knavery could not be the firſt he had prac- | 


t. tiſed. To bring theſe hidden crimes to licht, | I 
4 be bad himſelf. witneſſed his agonies while 805 = 
"= he writhed upon the rack, and heard the va- " 1 
ae rious abuſes of his coplidence en from his | | 5 
. disjointed frame. | | 2 
d The moſt heinous of his 8 G . I 
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nn that which he had committed againſt Theopha; - 
— he could yield no pardon to ſo much injuſtice 
WW prattiſed n a free perſon. 81 
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e Riatherchah OM WRT her as my dave,“ "he 


 faid be, © I ſhould have received her as my 


daughter; I would have reſpeted her misfor- 
tunes; I would have taken charge of her 


future happineſs: and my greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, is, that ſhe never made KOH: ways ok 


ries to ih 1 rh 
This account was innitely more ſurprizing 
to the Selictar than to me, but 1 continued 


ſilent on a ſubjett it was uſeleſs to explain; 


and the manner in which I. converſed with 


Cheriber, gave the Selictar to underſtand, I 


wiſhed not to appear as having 550 concern 
in the tranſaction. 


The Intendant being de odd his maſ- 
ter compelled him to repeat to us, the manner 


in which he had-diſcovered the young Greek, 
and the perfidy by which, obſerving her ſim- 
plicity, he bad devoted her to become a 


ſlave. 
We vere but little affeded with the fate * 


the unhappy culprit, who was immediately 
ſent to undergo the ung his 1 deeds: 


Jo ſingular an adventure? If ſhe be not * Fa 
birth a ſlave, ſaid he, * the is certainly of u 


ume which, in Turkey, as elſewhere, is 43 
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The Selictar made no difficulty, uſers 
explanation, to reſtore my ſequins which he 
ſent to me the next day; but ſcarcely had 
Cheriber quitted the room, than he refumed 
the diſcourſe of Theopha with more warmth 
than ever. He aſked me what I thought of , 


rank very ſuppfior u to what IR * 
3 * 
His ſalpidions. aroſe folely from * 8 


the diſtinguiſhing trait of godd birth. 1 
1 ſuffered the Selictar to continue his con- 5 I 
coures, without aſſiſting him with one jot of 4 
my knowledge to give them any kind of di- i 
reQion; But 1 was not leſs ſtruck with his 4 
obſervation; and recallirig that part of Theo- 15 I 
pha's tale which told of the death of her b: 
father, I was ſurpriſed not to have more no- 4 
ticed the ſoduction of a Greek lady and her 4 
daughter, of which he had been accuſed. It q 
did not appear to me, at all unlikely, chat L 1 
e ſhould prove to be the child of tw [ 
a \ 908 _ 


4 


1 5 rnrornl. 


: 0 years oa. b had How cam with that 


** 


| But by ili: means was this -niyMeriotis 
-affair to be develloped? And, if there were 
any probability in the ſuppoſition, oy had 
i not occurred to Theopha hetſelf? 5 
1, nevertheleſs, determined to propoſaiſone 
Freſh queſtions to aſſiſt my curioſity, and de- 
ferred them no longer than till my next viſit. 
r My valet being the only domeſtic privy to 
muy concern with Theopha, I reſolved to 
2% keep the affair a ſecret, and to view Cher only 
of an evening, for the future i 
At night-fall I went there, wal Hearned 
from the language-maſter, that, about an hour 
before, a young Turk, of very good appear- 
-ance, had deſired with great earneſtneſs to 
ſpeak to Theopha, but had enquired for her 
by the name of Zara. She had refuſed to 
admit him. After expreſſing much chagrin 
at her refuſal, the Turk had delivered to the 
language-maſter a caſket; and a letter in the 
Turkiſh ſtyle, which he requeſted ſhe might 
read immediately. Theopha had ' refuſed 
N either 
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either to.read the letter, or accept the "caſket; 


and the n ee gg 88850 Wen both "Fe 
my hands. 1,9 

I took them with me to * ee and 
more curious to examine the contents, en- 


treated her to open the letter in my preſence. 


It was leſs difficult for me, than for her, to 
recognize it to be a wins of pi from 


the SeliQar. A 


The expreſſions were OY but were 
not the leſs evidently thoſe of an impaſſioned 


breaſt, It begged her to have no apprehen- 
ſions concerning her future fortune, as long 3 
as ſhe would deign to accept the ſervices of a 


man who adored her, and who poſſeſſed no- 


thing of which ſhe might not have the entire 
diſpoſal. To a conſiderable ſum of money, 
and other preſents of value, he gave no other | 


name, than that of a trifling proof of his at- 
tachment, which he ſhould be ever uy to 
double at her ſummons. 


I naturally explained to Theopha from 


whom I ſuſpected the letter to come; and 1 
added, for the purpoſe of diſcovering her 


ſentiments, that the Selictar ſeemed to enter- 
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tain for her as. much reſpe& as love, now 
that ſhe was no longer beheld as a ſlave. | 


But ſhe appeared ſo perfectly indifferent a8 
to whatever opinion he might entertain, that, 


in compliance with her wiſhes, I returned the 


caſbet to the language-maſter, with direGions 


to give it back to the ee when he 


came again. 
She felt ſome regret at having ae che 


letter, being unable, in conſequence, to ap- 


Pear ignorant of the contents; but on a ſe. 
cond refleQion, excluſively her own, ſhe tool 
upon her to return an-anſwer. 1 

1 waited anxiouſly to ſee in what language © 


ſhe would couch, her reply, as ſhe had no 
_ deſign of concealing it from me. BE 


A Pariſian belle, with as much knowledge 
of the world, as ſhe might poſſeſs wit, or vir- 
iue, would not have conceived a ſtyle better 
calculated to have extinguiſhed both love 


and hope in the boſom of an admirer. She 


delivered it, without the leaſt affeRation, to 
the Las wales and begged him thence- 


forward, to prevent her the trouble of reply- 


ing to ſimilar addrefies, by refuling to receive 
© chem. 
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I them. I will not diſguiſe, that my ſelf-love 4 
interpreted this a ſacrifice in my favour; and, .Y 
not having loſt fight of the proje& which had | 
occupied me in the morning, I furniſhed all 
he that related to the Selictar's affairs, to com- 
"ne nience gradually, my endeavours for the fwe- 
Teſs of my own. | 
. From this I was diverted dy an influiry of 
on rellections, which ſeemed to fall ſo'artlefly - | 
* from the lips of Theopha; arid of wick! 
recognized the fource in ſome flight expreſ- .Y 
fions that bad eſcaped me the preceding | 
evening. Her mind, from nature, medita, 
tive, and combining a ſpirit of extraordinary 
inveſtigation, viewed nothing that it did nat 
: immediately eomprehend in all its various 
F || parts; and I obferved, that this ſpecies of 
* refleQion had been her ſole 0 0 luce ! 4 
* had left her. 

She propofed to me a thoufand new ens | 
| quiries, as if her only intention had been to 
10 fapply food for ber meditations on che fol. N 
” [| lowingnigh, We a 
* Was ſhe ſtruck wats any n cuſtöm ke 
im of wh country, or with any principle which 
= FS: | ſhe 
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he! heard for the firſt time? ſaw tine in a 5 


moment collected within herſelf to impreſs it 
on her memory; and ſometimes ſhe would 
entfeat a repeti jon, in the fear not to have 
caught all the meaning my expreſſion had 
conveyed, or in "the til ener; 1155 forget- 


ing N. e 
In the midſt of fo much abſtract "fait 


| me found always ſome means to mingle her 


gratitude; but ſhe had throvn me fo far from 
my intentions, by the converſation which pre- 


ceded the diſcloſure of my more tender feel- 
ings, that I could not ſufficiently recover 


* 


myſelf to reap thoſe advantages from our 


| tẽte- a- tète which 1 deſired. Beſides, the in- 


tervals were ſo ſhort in which ſhe hurried me 
to freſh informations by ſome ne queſtion, 
that ſhe retained me in a continued neceſſity 
of appearing more grave, and ſerious, than 22 
had any deſire to remaun. 
In the. ardour which recalled her e 
1 theſe philoſophizings, ſhe allowed 
me ſcarcely the time to communicate thoſe 
ſuſpicions the Selictar had excited in me about 


hen birth. However, as I had no great oc- 
caſion 
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: ci for any preface to ſpeak ae fa- 
ther, I begged her, for an inſtant, to ſuſpend 
her curiolity, and her reflections. ©] have 
conceived a doubt,” ſaid I, “ and you will 
_ readily admit, that it is my admiration for 
you which inſpires it; but ere I proceed to 
explanation, inform me if Ls ever knew 
your mother?“ 

She replied, that he did not retain the 
ſmalleſt recollection of her. | e 
What, rejoined I, “do you not know 
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at what age you loſt her? Do you not know. 
for inſtance, if it was before that elopement 


| which conſtituted the crime of your father: 
and are you ignorant whether ſhe was a diffe- 


rent perſon from the Greek lady whom he: i 


ſeduced from her huſband, and who was ac- 
companied, if I recollect your tale en . 
a daughter two years of age? 
She reddened at this language, without my 
being able to comprehend the cauſe; and her 
eyes became inquiſitively fixed upon mine. At. 
length, breaking the ſilence which reſtrained 
her for a few minutes Have you imagined 
925 | Mal . 
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che ſame thing, then, as myſelf,” faid ſhes or or, 
have yoy any. proofs which tend to denn 
a ſuſpicion I have long — n 
daring to diſcloſe it?? 

I do not perceive. your drift,” did I; 
* but, in admiring the many extraordinary 
qualities which diſtinguifh you from the gene— 
rality of your ſex, I cannot imagine you to 
be the daughter of a man ſo infamous as you 
have repreſented your ſuppoſed father to have 
been; and the more I find you ignorant of 
the early occurrences of your life, the more 
I am perſuaded you are the daughter of that 
Greek nobleman, from whom the wretch, 
falſely calling himſelf your _ ebe 
his wife. 

This declaratian APY on ag the wad 
furpriſing effect: ſhe roſe in a fort-of tranſ- 
port, exclaiming, “ This is What I have long 
Wie without preſuming wholly to believe 
\ You ſee, then, ome reaſon. to eſteem it 
en t ons: ni 

Her eyes F filled with tears, while | 
ſhe aſked me the queſtion. © Alas!” added 
ſhe 
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ſhe, immediately, why hold out to me an 


idea that can ſerve only to encreaſe my nn. 


and multiply my misfortunes l“ 


Without underſtanding what meaning the 


attached to the terms ſhame and miyfortune, 


I ſet at a diſtance thoſe gloomy images by 


repreſenting to her, on the contrary, ſhe had 
nothing more deſirable to wiſh for, than to 
find herſelf born of another parent than the 


culprit who had uſurped that titles The 
doubt ſhe was in on this ſubjea, appeared 


ſufficient confirmation of my own, and I 


preſſed her, not only to endeavour to recol- 


left all that could throw any light on the pe- 
riod of her infancy, but to inform me, if, 


during the examination before the Cadi, ſhe 


had not heard mentioned the name of the \ 


Greek lady, whoſe daughter I ſuſpected her U 


to be; or even the names of the accuſers, 
who had proſecuted the author of all her mi- 
ſeries to conviction and puniſhment. 


She could remember nothing: but, from 
having myſelf mentioned the name of the 


Cadi, it occurred to me ſome information 


might be Oy from that magiſtrate ; and 
Ig £1 I promiſed 


110 _THEOPHA; 
I promiſed Theopha I would endeavour to 
obtain it the next day. Thus, that night 
which I had intended to devote to the pur- 
poſes of gallantry, paſſed over in dry diſ- 
cuſſions of dark events and latent circum- 
ſtances. | . 
I was angry with 1 bel at retiring, to have 
obſerved ſuch great delicacy towards a girl 
taken from a ſeraglio, and above all, after 
the recital ſhe had made me'of the other cir- 
cumſtances of her life. 5 
_ I enquired of myſelf, if, admitting ſhe 5 
ſeſſed that preference for me which 1 ſup- 
poſed, I were diſpoſed to attach myſeif to 
her; in plain terms, to make her my miſtreſs: 
and finding much leſs difinclination than J at 
' firſt felt to be on thoſe terms, it appeared 
to me that, without ſo many concealed ap- 
proaches, 1 had _—_ to make the 2 ee 

e 8 
If ſhe liſtened to ihe offer with as much 
fatisfaQtion as I expeQed, the paſſion of the 
Selictar need give me no uneaſineſs, as he 
had himſelf declared he would have no re- 
courte to violence for the completion of his / 
wiſhes; 
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wiſhes; and when the knowledge I wiſhed to 


acquire ſhould aſcertain her birth, that which 
might exalt her ſomewhat more in my eyes, 
not being able to do away her diſgraces, I 
ſaw, in all the diſcoveries.I might make, no- 
thing but what ſhould increaſe my liking, 
without in any ways rendering her leſs fit 


for the commerce I wiſhed to eſtabliſh. I 


adopted this deſign ; and it will be ſuſhciently 
obvious, admitting all theſe conſiderations, 
how far I was yet removed from love. 
I waited on the Cadi the next day, and 
recalled to his mind the circumſtance of the 
Greek who had been condemned to death. ; . 
He had ſo little forgotten the affair, that, 
in relating the particulars, I had the pleaſure 


to hear him, ſeveral times, repeat thoſe names 


1 wiſhed to learn. The name of the Greek 


nobleman, whoſe wife had been ſeduced; was | : 


Paniota Condoidi : it was bimſelf who had | 
recognized the raviſher in one of the ſtreets 


of Conſtantinople, and who had cauſed him 


to be arreſted; but he derived no other ſatiſ- ; 
faction from that circumſtance, added the: 


| Cadi, than that of " his revenge, for 


neither | 
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neither his wife, his daughter, or his jewels 


have ever been diſcovered. 


1 admired this concluſion; for it appeared 
to me, that all the means which might have 
led to the diſcovery had been wholly neg- 
lected. I expreſſed ſome ld on chi 
head to the Cad. 

What more could be done d“ id he. 
*The criminal declared, both the lady and 
her daughter were dead: that declaration was 


moſt likely to be true, becauſe the only hope 
which remained of preſerving his life, was by 


producing them if they ſtill lived, As ſoon 


as his ſentence was pronounced, he endea- 
vdured to delude me by a parcel of falſities; 


but I preſently found his only aim was to 


eſcape the vengeance of the law.“ 


As I recolieQet that, in fact, the execus 
tion of the fentence had been ſuſpended, I 
begged the Cadi to acquaint me with m rea- 


| ſons of that faſpenfion. 


He told me, that the criminal, eme 45 
Fed to ſpeak with kim in private, offered 
him, to preſerve his life, not only to produce 
the enen of Condoidi, but to deliver her 

Pony 
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and his infamy, ſerved to haſten his death. 


bis proceedings, and have examined them. ir 
the minuteſt manner? That,” continued #4 


8 i | | 32 
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1 to him, for his ſeraglio; and from 
the detail he gave of a variety of circum- 


| ſtances, he had the art, at firſt, to impoſe on 


his credulity. But all the reſearches which 
were made to diſcover her proving uſeleſs, 
and ſuſpecting, at length, that the whole was 
the fabrication of a miſcreant, who end 


voured, by lies, to defer his puniſhment, che 
indignation which aroſe at his impudenca, 


2 


I could not reſtrain myſelf from offering 
98 refle&ions on his conduct to this chief 
juſtice of the Turks. What prevented your 
keeping the priſoner ſome days longer, ſaid 
I. and taking ſufficient time to procure. in- 


formation concerning. him, in thoſe places 


where he had reſided ſince the commiſſion af \ ; 
bis crime? Could. you not have forced ble | N 
to acknowledge where the Greek lady died ; 3 


and could you not have made him tell ja 


what means her death had been occaſioned? 
Finally, was it not moſt eaſy to have retraced 
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« 1s our method in Europe; and if we are 
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not more zealous for the practice of equity than 
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you are, we exert ourſelves, at leaſt; more 
induſtriouſſy for the detection of crime.“ 
He thought my councils ſo corrett, chat he 


even returned me his thanks, and added ſome 
reflections on the exerciſe of his profeſſion, 


which convinced me, that, in the Turkiſh 


tribunals,” there exiſts much more ae | 


than wiſdom. | 
T ogether with the name of the Wien no- 
bleman, T got alſo from the Cadi, the place 


* 


of his reſidence: it was a ſmall town in the 
| Morea, which the Turks call Akade. It did 
not appear to me, eaſy to find the means of 


immediate communication, and I at firſt, 


thought of addreſſing myſelf to the Baſhaw of 
the Province. But, having learned that a 


number of ſlave-merchants from that country, 


_ were always to be found at Conſtantinople, . 


was ſo lucky, as to be aſſured by the firſt to 


whom I addrefſed myſelf, that the Lord Con- 
_ doidi had reſided i in that city more than a 
year; and, that he was known there, by all 


the perſons of his nation, The difficulty 
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| 
now, was only, to find out bis a beet l the 7 
flave-merchant did me that ſervice likewiſe. 4 
. did not a moment, defer my going thi- : 


he this, and my ardour, 'redoubling from my 4. 
me firſt ſucceſſes, I expected preſently, to witneſs \ 
on, the eclariciſſement I deſir et. 1 
iſh The houſe, and the appearance "of = the 6 
ity Greek lord gave me no grand ideas of his = 
wealth. He was of one of thoſe ancient fa= 

10- milies which preſerved leſs of the luſtre, than 

ce the arrogance of their nobility; and who, in 

he | the ſubjeQion in which they are held by the 

Id Turks, dare not to make a parade of their 

of riches, although they may poſſeſs ſufficient to 

it, live with greater bt preg n rg en 

of themſelves. ee e 1 

Ss 1 Condoidi, who had the a pparante of an 

ry, | honeſt country gentleman, received me civilly 

x7 without knowing who I was; for I had ſent © 

to home my carriage at leaving the Cadi : and, 

n- ſeeming ts liſten till I ſhould explain my 

a buſineſs without any impatience, he allowed 

all me full time for 1 whole oN the : diſcourſ 5 
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After having acquainted. Vins that I s met 
N ignorant of his former calamities, 1. begged 
him to excuſe the intereſt, which-various rea- 
ſons led me to take in them; — the curiofity, 
which he could ſatisfy with the greateſt eaſe. 
It was that of knowing from himſelf, how 
long he had loſt his wife and daughter. 
He informed me, about eee ne 


That time 1 fo well 0 the ef 
T heopha, that, adding the two years, which 
Dru: of enen, 
ay” Do you een ſaid I,. “ chat, a- m 
wirhſtanding the declaration. of che feducer, I 'Þ 
it be poſſible one of the two may yet hive; of 
and, if it correſponds with your wifhes that 8 
it may be your daughter, ſhould you not feel 
ſome gratitude to hoſe who might 1 Pw 
to recover her?” 
I expeaed this palin old 9 ta 
| al the feelings of the father, and Wet 
them in the livelieſt tranſports. | 
But his native dullneſs remained unaffeted, | 
and he replied to me, ** that, time, which had 
cured 


THROPHA, g 117 : 1 
cured the aliQionof his loſs, proverb „ 
alſo, the wiſh for any miracle to repair it: iat 55 ; 
he had ſeveral ſons, to whom the inheritance _— 


he ſhould leave would be ſcarcely: equal to 
ſupport the dignity of their birth; and ſfup- 
poſing for a moment, that his daughter yet 4 
lived, it was. ſo improbable that ſhe could 45 
have continued virtuous in the hands of ſuch * 7 I 
a villain, and in ſuch a country as Turkey. 3 I 
that, under theſe circumſtarites, he could : 9 
never perſuade himſelf. ne was: worthy" to 
re- appear in his family,” 

This laſt objeQion ſeemed the moſt inſur- 
mountable ; however, thinking the firſt attack 
the moſt decifive in an appeal to the feelings 
of nature, I took upon me to offer every ar- 
gument that was likely to awaken them. 

do not examine,” ſaid I quickly, © the 
force of your objeftions, or your 'reaſons, + 
ſince they cannot at all alter the faQ: Your 
daughter lives; — I cannot anſwer forher vir- 
tue, therefore, we will leave that out of the 
queſtion; but I can warrant that ſhe is want- F 
ing neither in ſenſe, nor'perfonal charms; oo _ = 
nn on yourſelf to ſee her this moment. { JR 
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and, giving him her addreſs, I. took my leave 


I Was tia to believe, ot if he was not 


wholly inſenſible, he would not an inſtant reſiſt 
the impulſe of nature; and I went away fo 


filled with this expectation, that to partake of 


ſo pleaſant a fight, I went directly to the lan- 
guage-maſter, where I imagined he would 


be perhaps, arrived as ſoon as myſelf. I did: 


not enter Theopaa's apartment, wiſhing alſo, 
to enjoy the ſatisfaction of her ſurprize. 


But, ſome hours having paſſed without his 


making his henmness I hegen to fear 1 had 


© © +» 


to her, whom ah: de diſuade me e 
believing to be his daughter, how far I had 


fulfilled my promiſe. 


The teſtimony of che wretch . had. 


availed himſelf of her infancy to abuſe. it, 
made on her, more impreſſion than all the 


reſt. © I ſhould not be afflicted,“ ſaid ſhe, 


to remain uncertain, of my birth, —and 


when it ſhall be aſcertained that I am indebted 


for it,. to this Greek lord, ſhall not lament 


that he makes any difficulty to acknowledge 
| me: 


4 


t 


he 
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ive WM me: but I thank God for the right he now 
gives me, of refuſing the name of parent to 


not the man of the whole world, whom I have the 
ſiſt greateſt reaſon to hate, and deſpiſe.” MO 
fo She ſeemed ſo much affedted by. this. 
of thought, that, her eyes filling with tears, ſne 
an- repeated twenty times, that it was to me, ſhe 
ald thought ſhe owed the obligation of her exiſt- 
did ence, for it was abſolutely giving her a ſecond, 
ſo, to have reſcued her from the infamy of the 

i irn, | „ 5 
his MW But not thinking my endeavours were yet 
jad complete in the warmth which ftill actu- 
th, ated me, ] propoſed her going vit me to 
om Condoidi. f By 

ad MU There are rights inherent | in nature, againſt 
_ which neither intereſt, nor brutality can ever 
ad render the heart ſufficiently callous, to reſiſt. D 
it, It ſeemed poſſible, that, in bebolding as: 
the daughter, in hearing her voice, in receiving 
he, her embraces, he might, even in ſpite of him 
nd ſelf, be brought to admit thoſe ſenſations 
ted which were due to his child, _ , 
ent He had oppoſed no objeRion to the likeli- 


ige hood of her Oy found, and I hoped, that 
ze: Wb: „„ nature 
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nature would finally triumph over her con- 
. 

Theopha teſtified Coins 6 
= Shall I not do better,” ſaid the, © to re- 
main unknown; to continue hid from al the 
world?“ 


I did not As: the euſe of theſe hag 


geſtions, and I compelled her almoſt in con- 
tradiQtion to herſelf, to accompany me. 
It vas rather late. I had paſſed great part 


of the day alone, at the language-maſter's ; 


and beginning to accuſtom myſelf to this ap- 


pearance of ſtolen intercourſe, had had my 


dinner brought to me there, by my valet. 
Before I had prevailed on my protegte to 
go, the night began to advance, and by the 
time ve reached Condoidi's, it was perfectly 
dark. He vas not returned from the city 
 wherehis affairs had required bim that after- 
noon; but one of his ſervants, who had ſeen 
me in the morning, informed me, that if I 
choſe to wait, I might converſe with bis three 
ſons till he came in. 
Far from rejeQing. the ag, U the 
it the n lucky *. could happen, I or- 
| dered 


error. _ 


dered the ſervant to introduce” me, a * 


in Theopha, whoſe face. was WO mes * 
a thick veil. „ cl 
I had ſcarcely aa bund the Ares young 


men, that I had that day paid a viſit to their 


father, and that the ſame affair now occaſioned 


my return, tban they ſeemed informed of the 


whole of what had brought me there; and 


the one, who by his apperance 1 took for the 
eldeſt, acquainted me coolly, there was little 
proſpect of my making his n enn ſo 


vague, and improbable a ſtory. 


1 gave him no other anſwer dun m of : 


recapitulating the reaſons which made 'me 
view it in a different light, and when I had 
ſtrengthened them by my deductions, I re- 


queſted Theopha to lay aide her veil, that her 


brothers might trace in her countenance dhe 
features of their family. e | 


| The eldeſt brother examined her with great 


not appear to exceed eighteen, and who had 
ſtruck me at firſt by the extreme reſemblance 
he bore to his ſiſter, had hardly gazed on 
her a moment, than advancing with open * 

VOL, I. | 'G ar,” 
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4 he beſtowed on her a x thouſand affec- 


tionate careſles.. | 

Theopha not yet 4 to „e 15 em- 
Irs, endeavoured modeſtly to excuſe her- 
ſelf, but the two other brothers ſoon relieved 
ber from this embarraſſment. They ap- 


proached rudely to diſengage her from his 


claſp, threatening him with the diſpleaſure of 
their father, who would, they ſaid; be highly 
offended at the part he was taking in this con- 
trary to his inclinations. 1 was irritated at 


their want of feeling and made them ſome 
galling reproaches, which . nevertheleſs did 
not prevent my inviting Theopha to fit till 


Condoidi ſhould return. Beſides my valet, 


1 had the language-maſter along with me, 


and two men were amply ſufficient to inſure 


me protection from every kind of inſult. - 


At laſt, the father came; but, what I-had 


very little expected, he no ſooner learned that 
I waited to ſee him, accompanied by a young 


girl, than haſtening from the houſe, as if he 
led from the plague, he deſired the ſervant to 
tell me, he was aſtoniſhed, after the conver- 


an we had had, that I 1 8 enn to 
„ | a | force 
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force a ner on him, whom be was de- 


termined not to acknowledge. ee THO 


Shocked as I was, at this brutal behaviour, | | 


I took Theopha by the hand, and told her, it 


was of little conſequence, as her birth could 


not depend on the caprice of her father, whe- 


ther Condoidi acknowledged her, or not; ſhe 


was indiſputably his daughter. My teſtimony 


and that of the Cadi, added I, will have as | 


much weight as the avowal of your family, 


and 1 ſee little that you have to regret in the 


friendſhip which is denied you here. 


1 handed her out, without their offering her 
the ſlighteſt "civility, but having nothing to 


require of thoſe young men, to whom I was 
unknown, I more readily forgave them their 
rudeneſs to me than I could pardon the un- 


feeling manner in which 1 had wee to 


their ſiſter. | 
That unfortunate 0 was 3 more 


aflited at the indignities ſhe had encoun- 


tered, than I thought would have been poſſi 


ble after the reluQance ſhe had CORY 10 * 


1 her . ESD 2500 


"Os: 1 eſeired 
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I deſerred the explanation of my views to 
ber till we got home; but the melancholy by 
which ſhe was oppreſſed during the whole of 
the evening, made me renounce the intention 
in the idea that the time would be rc en 
to aſſiſt my purpoſe. | 

1 was contented to aſſure dene a ee 
times, ſhe might make herſelf eaſy in the cer- 
titude, that want ſhould never aſſail her. 
She told ine, that which was of moſt value to 


her, was my promiſe to entertain always 'the 


ſame ſentiments; although her. compliment 
was accompanied by the air of affection, it 
vas ſaddened by ſo much bitterneſs of heart, 


that I ſpeedily retired, rezgning her to oP: 


for the diſſipation of her grief. 
My pillow witneſſed more#ranquillity than 
uſual, for my intents being determined, 


the birth of Theopha, which admitted na un- 


certainty in my opinion, had ſucceeded to 
vanquiſh thoſe  importuzate ſcruples which 
my delicacy had heretofore been perplexed 
with. She had paſſed through ſome hideous 
adventures; but with ſo many diſtinguiſhed 
qualities, added to nobility of birth, would 
f : = - 
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ſhe: ever have become my miſtreſs had her 
honour been undefiled? Her many perfec- 


tions ſeemed to compenſate her misfortunes, 


and the one uniting with the other, ſeemed 


to render her a more e nden wo _ 


ſtate I deſigned her. | 

Filled with this idea J ſunk conmnitellghty) to 
fleep, and it ſhould ſeem 1 had n 
with more paſſion than heretofore by the 


emotion I fuffered from the FUE with 


which I was awakened. RT 
The ee ee at nine o „clock e 


to my houſe, deſiring inſtantly to ſee me. 


« Theopha” ſaid he, © is juſt gone off in a 
carriage brought for her by ſome unknown 


not given me ſuch. ftrit orders to ae 
none of her inclinations.” 

1 interrupted this cruel, cruel, account, by 
my inconſiderate exclamations; © Oh! fool, 
cried I, © why did you not ſtop her ? Why 


did you no better comprehend the meaning 
of my injunCtions ? 


perſon, whom ſhe however made little diffi- | 
culty to follow, I ſhould have endeavoured \ 
to prevent her,” continued he, if you had 


— —— — 
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He haſtened to add, that he had not failed 
10 kee der to her, how much hurt 1 ſhould 


be at ſo precipitate a reſolution; and that ſne 


at leaſt, owed me ſome little communication 
Vith regard to her conduct. She had returned 

for anſwer, that herſelf was ignorant of her 
future diſpoſition, but that, to whatever fate 
ſhe might be deſtined, ſhe moos not. fail. to 
| ware me acquainted with it. 


Any opinion that pleaſes me, 15 "vg en · 


tained of the motives which gave riſe'to ſo 
great agitation: I am myſelf ignorant of their 
nature; but I-roſe with ſenſations 1 had never 
before experienced, and renewing my com- 
plaints with the utmoſt acrimony againſt the 
language-maſter, I aſſured him with equal 
© warmth, that my friendſhip, or my indigna- 
tion, depended on the efforts he ſhould make 


to diſcover the route of Theopha. 


As he was informed of every thing relating 


7 her ſince ſhe had been at his houſe, he 


"acquainted me, that the ſtranger Who had 


taken her away, was in his opinion, either a 


meſſenger from Condoidi, or the Selictar. 


3 


7 
8 A þ Y - ; 
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The — appeared as much a . 
teinty to me as to himſelf; but finding either 


of them equally diſtreſſing, and without ſeek- 


ing the cauſes which made them ſo; I or- 74: 


dered him to fly immediately to both their 


houſes and endeavour to get ſome clue that 


might lead to the explanation of the myſtery. 


With regard to the Selictar, I gave him no 


other inſtructions than to enquire at the gate, 
what perſons had been there ſince nine 
o'clock ; but of -Condoidi, I charged him 
poſitively to be informed, whether he Yap 
ſent to fetch away his daughter,” or not. 

I waited for his return with an impatience 
not to be expreſſed; when, coming back 


without having at all effected his commiſſion, 
in the fury into which this augmented uncer- 
tainty threw me, I. We e to be 


an accomplicſe. e 
« TEL permitted my opinion to Row le 
my ſuſpicions would lead it, ſaid I, fixing my 


eyes on him in the fierceſt manner,“ I would 
have you ſubjeRed to ſuch 1 as in 


. 


Torge from you the truth, + T 


„ F rightened 


5 * 


„ 55 * 
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ow” 7 rightened by my menaces, he threw him- | 
ſelf at my feet, and promiſed to diſcloſe that 


which he had been prevailed on to conceal, 
from motives of compaſſion, excited * ue 


: ent ſolicitations. 


I burned, with the moſt racking! impatience, 
to hear him out, 
He confeſſed to me, that the. evening — 


fore, and ſoon. after 1 had left Theopha, ſhe 
called him into the room; where, after a very 
affecting preface on her wretched condition, 


ſhe begged his fuccour in the execution of a 
ſcheme ſhe was peſitively reſolved to adopt : 


telling him, that, no longer able. to bear 


the eyes of thoſe, to whom her errors and 


diſgraces were known; ſhe had formed the 
deſign of ſecretly quitting Conſtantinople, 
and flying to ſome European city, where ſhe 


might, perhaps, find an aſylum in the gene- 
roſity of ſome Chriſtian family. 


She admitted it was an ill return for my 
goodneſs to withdraw herſelf ſo clandeſtinely, 
and to with-hold from her benefactor the 


confidence of her intentions; but, as I was 
51 | | the 
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the perſon to whom, in the whole end. ſhe 
was moſt obligated, ſo was I the one for 


whom ſhe poſſeſſed the greateſt eſteem, and 
in conſequence, that one, whoſe. preſence, 
whoſe diſcourſe, and whoſe friendſhip, re- 
newed moſt poignantly the memory of her 
ills, and redoubled the anguifh of that eee. 
lection. | 1321. 
At length, prevailed on more by her 


prayers than her arguments, the language-_ 


maſter conducted her to the port, where they 
found lying a veſſel bound to Meſſina, in 
which ſhe had engaged to embark for Sicily. 


« But where is ſhe ?”* interrupted I, with 


a degree of earneſtneſs expreſſing ſtill greater 


anxiety. That is what I aſk of you; and 


that is what I wiſh, above all things, to be 


informed.”” | 
«© I do not deal: 1 (ad be, © that ſhe 18 


either on board the veſſel, which may not 
fail theſe two days, or remains yet at the 


Greek hotel, to which I conducted . on 
the quay.” 
* Haſten, then, back to her,” I set 


impetuouſly, « and perſuade her this inſtant | 


G5 to 


— — 4 — — — — 
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to return home... Take heed,”” ed I, 


. adding threats to my orders, that you do MW in 

Hot re-appear without her; you know not ab 

| What you have to dread from my rage, Af 1 82 

Z Tee her not before midnight.” 7 14 2901 | 

4 5 - He vas about to depart, without Selling at 
any reply; but, in the agitation I then was, pl: 

diſtracted by a thouſand fears, of which 1 Int 
ſcarce knew the foundation, I was appreben- Pr. 
five that, whatever was not actually done by 11 
myſelf, would be either too tardy, or too ch. 
"=  wague in its reſult: I defired him to come . 
1 )) rol je 1 1 the 
| | 1 . As much acquainted as I was with the lan- int 
W 35 guage of the country, I fancied I might eaſily al 
iy myſelf go down to. the port, and, mixing in ini 
4 the croud, might paſs unnoticed. I will we 
accompany you,” ſaid I, « for, having once of 
ſo cruelly betrayed me, I cannot OT con- ſet 

R Hide on you with ſafety.” ? 123 % 
My intention was to. go. thither on foot, ide 
attended only by my valet; and while I pre- 8 
pared to ſet out, the language-maſter, by PE 
| every ſort of excuſe and ſubmiſſion, e Tt 
_ Sindfelf to reconcile me to his conduct. Pal 
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of ſuſpicion; and if her ſituation was ſuch 2 
ſet at defiance the probability of her leading 


ideotiſm, was it in me, to ſuffer thoſe advan- 
tages to be reaped by another, which 1 had 
promiſed to my own excluſive enjoyment? 
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9 had no doubt, but that his actions were 

influenced by intereſted, views, and ;wholly 

abſorbed by the affair in which I was en- 

gaged, I lent little attention to his diſcourſe. . 
In ſpite of all the anxiety with which I was 

actuated to detain Theopha at Conſtantino-s ñ] 

ple, I fancied that, if I became aſſured of her 

intentions, and were convinced ſhe really 

propoſed leading a. retired and virtuous life, 

I ſhould be leſs active to combat her wiſhes 

than to aſſiſt them : ; but, ſuppoſing all to be 

truly as repreſented, what probability was 

there, at her age, that ſhe could avoid falling 

into new conneQtions? The Meſſineſe cap- 

tain, the principal paſſenger on board his 

ſhip, the firſt perſon into whoſe hands ſhe 

might afterwards fall—all were to me. objets 


a virtuous life in future, what folly, what 


Theſe were, then, the limits I aſſigned ig n 
paſſion. | 8 
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We reached the hotel where my Faithleſs 
confidant had left her, and where, happily, 


ſhe ſtill remained: but what was my ſurprize 
at being informed ſhe was at that time, en- 


gaged with a young man, whom ſhe had 


beckoned in from the ſtreet! 
Aſtoniſhed, and affſicted, I enquired haſ- 
tily to learn the particulars -of their meeting. 


T heard, that the young man ſeeming imme- 
diately to recognize Theopha, embraced her 


with the utmoſt rapture ; and that ſhe had 


been by no means backward to return his 
fondneſs and careſfes: they were then, ſhut 
up together, and no one had entered the room 


for upwards of an hour. 


In this I beheld the fulfilment of my ima- 
ginings ; and ſoured with diſguſt, which 1 


could not vanquiſh, the moſt eligible part for 


me to take, ſeemed to be that of returning 


directly home, and renouncing for ever, all 
intercourſe with ſo undeſerving a woman. 
To leave her to her lovers, and her lewdneſs; 
her lies, and her perfidy ; forget that I had 
ever known, or admired her; and, if my 
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humanity enn yet exiſt, ſeek ſome. more 
worthy object for its exerciſe. . 
But the true motives of my conduct ilk 
concealed from my detection, I was willing to 
attribute that to my curioſity, which might 


more properly have been imputed to a differ 


ent impulſe. I made the language-maſter go 
up and make known my wiſh to ſpeak with 
her; but the confufion into which the men- 
tion of my name threw her, diſconcerted her 
fo much, that it was ſome time before ' ſhe 
was capable of making any reply. wy 

At length, the perfidious language-maſter 
returning, informed me, the young man whom 
he had found with her, was the PO of 
Condoidi's three ſons: _ 

I went up immediately; ſhe attempted, on 
my entrance to throw herſelf at my feet, but 
1 ſucceſsfully oppoſed her endeavour; and 
_ recognizing her brother with greater calmneſs 


than J anticipated after ſuch violent ſenſati- 


ons — ſenſations riſing from a ſource ſtill un- 
ſuſpeted, —I was much leſs ready to make 
ny reproaches as to her deb than to 
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expreſs the overwhelming. joy which 1 felt, 

at again preſſing her to my boſom. 
In fact, as if ſome. total change had 8 

be continued to ſurvey her with eyes of 


delight, now too obviouſly tinQured . wm 


deſire. 


Every feature which, I had; hictberts beheld 


nd an-admiration rather diſpaſſionate than 
inflamed, ſeemed ſo much to have heightened 


its beauty, and to act ſo differently upon my 


ſenſibilities, that, with a kind of irrefiſtible 


tranſport, I removed my ſeat to hazard myſelf 


ſtill nearer the witchery of her charms. _ 
The fear I had endured of loſing her, aug- 
We now that ſhe was again in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, I was impatient to have her back at 
the dwelling ſhe had abandoned, and the very 


ſight of ſeveral veſſels then riding at anchor; 


among which I figured to myſelf che Meſſi- 
neſe which was to tranſport her from Turkey, 


cauſed in me a degree of inquietude, which 


threw me into an Fe ven en 


4 85 «You are e to 3 me, thus, Theo- 


pha,” .. ſaid 1, mournfully, „and having 
„ Fs formed 


fol 
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lo 


5 formed the reſolution. of abandoning: a a man 
| who is devoted to you, you feel no compunc- 
" BM tion at the diſtreſs he might ſuffer from your 
4 loſs. But why thus fly me; without making 
| known to me your intentions? Have you 
found I have ſo ill deſerved ade en 3M | 


2 as to merit your contempt Pinus i ü D) * 
1 
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Her eyes remained gazing on the carpet, | 
and I obſerved ſome tears ſteal ſilently down 

4 her cheeks : then raiſing the ſormer con- 

_ fuſedly on me, ſhe aſſured me, that ingratitude «© 
could not be urged even among her many 
crimes ; and if the language-maſter had told 
me thoſe feelings ſhe had expreſſed to him 
with that intent, and which ſhe entertained 
towards me—eſteem, applauſe, affection, and 
reſpe&@; I would not harbour of der, ſo un- 

merited a thought; nor let fo harſh a ſound 
eſcape my lips. She proceeded to juſtify \- 
what ſhe had done by the ſame arguments 1 
had already been made acquainted with, and 

on the ſubje& of Condoidi's appearance in 
her apartment, which evidently ſurprized 

me ſo much, ſhe confeſſed, that ſeeing him 
paſs under the window, and recolleAing the 

affection 


# 
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affection he had teſtified the preceding e even- 
ing, it had induced her to wiſh onee more, to 
converſe with him; and that which ſhe had 
nov learned from his information, afforded 
an additional ſtimulus to her deſire of an 
Conſtantinople for ever. | 

Condoidi had declared to his 3 that 
he entertained not the ſmalleſt doubt of her 
being their ſiſter, but he was not on that ac- 
count, a bit the more inelined to receive her 
into his family; he had forbade their forming 
the ſmalleſt intimacy with her, and without 
explaining his intentions, he ſeemed to agitate 
within himſelf the commiſſion of ſome diabo- 

lical project. ' . 

The young man delighted to meet again, a 
fiſter for whom he felt his affection redouble, 
entreated her himſelf, to be on her guard 
againſt her father's, machinations ; and find- 
ing her reſolute to depart from Turkey, he 
had offered to accompany her, and ſhare the 
fortunes of her voyage. What advice can 
you offer,“ ſaid Theopha, to a creature ſo 
wretched as myſelf, and what is ſo adviſeable 


N 
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Lag me to ko as that of ne, _ er 


petual flight. 
nen anſwer ed ber, that the dar 


of her father, being the reaſon ſhe moſt dwelt 
on for the neceffity of her conduct, the ſub- 


jet of my complaints was neither removed, 
nor diminiſhed, as this new- found misfortune 


was unknown, when ſhe had determined on 
the ſteps ſne had taken: but, yielding every 
conſideration to my wiſhes for her ſtay, and 
not excepting even her. brother from my 


diſtruſt, 1 repreſented to her, that, if her 
departure was either neceſſary, or rational, 


it ought at leaſt to be accompanied by fome 


regulations which ſhe could not diſpenſe with, 


_ without manifeſt imprudence ; and again, 


accuſing her of having undervalued, even ſet. 
at nought, my anxiety to ſerve her, I begged |. 


ſhe would ſuſpend her plan, and allow. me 
time to diſcover ſome more eligible mode of 


departure, than that of truſting herſelf to a 


Meſſineſe captain, of ham: ſhe: was totally 


ignorant. „ 


With regard to ew pres whole, 800d 


eee applagded very highly, I pro- 


Fe 


% 


— 
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poſed to receive him into my houfe; @here the 
eaſe of his life, and the care I would take of 
his inſtruction, ſhould leave him nothing to 
regret in the loſs of his father's. I was not 
certain if it proceeded from his natural timi- 
dity preventing reſiſtance, that he yielded 
without heſitation to my offer; but judging 
by his filence that it was agreeable, I ordered 
my carriage to be called to convey. him to 
the late habitation of Theopha; the houſe of 
the language-maſter, who whiſpering a few 
words cautiouſſy in her ear, hetrayèd again 
ſomething like guilt by his ſeereey, wal 
could: not diſtinguiſh. what he ſaid. 

Condoidi, who had learned from abs 
J was, expreſſed ſo much joy at my invitation, 
that I conceived a worſe opinion than ever 
of that father, whoſe ſon was content ſo rea- 
'dily, and fo unreluQantly to abandon. him; 
not wiſhing to arrogate the merit of benevo- 
Yence, which I did not deſerve I muſt con- 
Feſs, the motive which moſt influenced me, 
was the wiſh I had moroughly to hear the 


account of this FF 
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In our return home; I thought it but right 
not to let Theopha remain longer ignorant ot 
the views I entertained with reſpe& to her; 
but, being unable. to diſengage. myſelf from 
the young Condoidi without rudeneſs, ho 
ſeemed to fear that if I loſt ſight of him, for 
a moment, I might alſo loſe ſight of my pro- 
miſe; I was reduced to the alternative of 
making uſe of ſuch vague hints, that I was 
little ſurprized at her not ſeeming to com- 
prehend them. My language however, was 
of a ſtyle ſo different from what ſhe: had been 
accuſtomed to hear, that with the penetration 
ſhe poſſeſſed from nature, ſhe; could not but 

1 it conveyed a neu import. 

- The only alteration I made in my arrange- 

Wes; the language maſter, was to leave 
there, my valet under the pretence-of nas . 
ſerviceable to Theopha, who at preſent had 
no one to attend her; but in reality, to be a 
ſpy upon her actions, a guarantee for het 
ſafety, until I ſhould procure ſome ſlave 
*die fidelity Wals ſet me at US, 61 90076 48 

#71 1 propoſed 
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1 propoſed to ROE "I two q one of er 9 
lex, and to preſem n to her n even- ace 


19  Condoidi went vithn me tomy 8 1 mo 
Wo F made him lay aſide his Greek apparel, and wil 
FB aſſume the dreſs of my country, which change Thi 
1 was ſo much to his advantage that I have ſeen ] 
* 1 few young men of a more elegant figure. It WM +iqu 
1 was a countenance perfectly reſembling Theo- wit 
1 pPlha's, his eyes ſpoke their affinity to her's in me, 
. * evidence too ſtrong to be conteſted, and his Co 
* 1 ſhape; admirable as her own, woo! 0 wand 5 
3% coneealed by his former habit. ow a fe 

4 a He was wanting indeed, in a thouſand ple 

"= things which education would furniſh, and BW him 
1 his deficiencies gave me a moſt wretched opi- 1 
By | nion of the ſentiments. and cuſtoms of the ber 
Greek nobility. E arn 


6. 
It was ſufficient tle being fo nearly rvelmed to (on 
Theopha to excite all my ſolicitudes to foſter the 


his natural endowments to perfection: I gave ¶ duc 
orders to my houſhold to attend him with the pre 
ſame exattitude as myſelf, and that ſame day, | 
engaged various maſters to inſtru him in dif- offi 
ferent acquirements. 5 by 


I did 


8 

4 by. | 
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J did not affy later, defer aſking him ſome 

account of his family. I was acquainted with 
the reality of their claims to a nobility the 
moſt ancient; he the informations I chiefly 
wiſhed were ſut 
Theopha. | | 
In repeating what 1 drendy knows an- 


tiquity his father laid claim to in conjunction 


with his diſtinguiſhed nobility, he informed 
me, that he was deſcended from the renowned 
Condoidi, who had been a general in the 
ſervice of the laſt Greek Emperor, and had, 


a few days before the taking of Conſtantino- 
ple by the Turks, made the ſecond enn, 
himſelf tremble at his proweſs. 


He kept the field with a confiderable:n num- 


ber of troops, but the poſition of the Turkiſh \ 


army not permitting him accels to the city; 
(on the laſt accounts which came to him, of 
the miſerable extremity to which it was re- 
duced) he reſolved to ſacrifice his life, or 
preſerve the Eaſtern Empire. 


Having choſen an hundred of his braveſt 


officers, he propoſed to them, to follow him 
by paths, where the paſſage of an army was 


- (402 ; 


1 as might be of ſervice to 


impracticable; * 


6 
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impracticable: : he led them on e 

adding ardour to the brave, and inſpiring the 
lefs ardent by his own heroic example; and 
in the depth of night, cohy ucting them to 
the camp of Mahomet, it Vas his intention 
that monarch ſhould meet Ke death vound 
from his intrepid hand. Wiege 

The Turks — had 4 Maine! {6 
little danger could affail them on that fide, 
had been ſo confident in their fancied ſecurity, 
| that the poſt was oy oe" en 

guarded. 

He penetrated, if not to the'n tent of Maho- 
met, to thoſe which immediately ſurrounded 
it, and belonged to his attendants. Not 
chooſing to engage himſelf in the ſlaughter of 
vulgar enemies, who were ſcattered around 
him in the arms of ſleep, he thought only of 
encountering the Sultan, and his . ad- 
vances were ſucceſsful. ET | 

But a Turkiſh adultereſs, who apparently, 
was eſcaping from one tent to proceed ſe- 
cretly towards another, hearing the ſound of 
me. x n og Meng lo Wy ran back 

W T 
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affrighted, a communicated: the.: alarm ts 


all about her. 


Condoidi, not leſs wiſe PIE WG det. | 


paired immediately of ſucceſs ; and thinking 


| bis life neceſſary to his maſter, as it could 
not ſerve for the deſtruftion of his enemy, 


applied his courage and his prudence to effe& 


a paſſage for the eſcape of himſelf and his 


companions. + During the firſt confuſion of 
the Turks he conducted his enterprize ſo well, 
that only two of his followers were ſlain in 
cutting through their oppoſers; and their re- 
treat was purchaſed by this een 
trifling expence. 


But though his life was in this inks ſo 
Gngularly preſerved, it was only to be more 
gloriouſly ſurrendered in the frightful change 
which took place two days afterwards, when 


the ſucceſsful beſiegers, with Mahomet at their 
head, ruſhing over ruined walls, and pro- 
jected battlements, into the heart of the city, 
employed themſelves three days in the de- 


ſtruction of all that was ſacred, or beautiful ; | 
in the violation of expiring females, and the . 3 
maſſacre of the defenceleſs citizens; in 
Anaghteriſig ++." 
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un the babes n at the! breaſt of the 


mother, and expoſing the mangled carcaſes 
of their relations, to madden the ſurvivors 


ſtill more, when they had already impelled 
them to phrenzy by their luſt. Conſtantine 
the fifteenth of the name, and the Sovereign 


whom my father had loved, and had died for, 


was himſelf cruſhed to death by the croud of 
fugitive wretches, who flying from the bru- 
tality of the Turks, trampled their Monarch 
under foot, and haſtened to the deſarts to 
become the prey of ſavage beaſts, leſs hor- 
rible to them than the ſavages who had ſub- 


dued their city. Forty thouſand periſhed, 


2 Mahomet TORE 2 were ſo few!“ 
| - The 


* A . S is BE” of this 3 which 


may ſerve at once, to illuſtrate the brutality of his charac- 


ter, and the contempt which is by habit, acquired for the 
life of an individual, in thoſe countries where ſlavery has 


been ſo long encouraged as to have obliterated the recollec- 


tion of its injuſtice, and have rendered the horrideſt cruel- 


ties practiſed on thoſe unhappy captives, oY at all re- 


voltin . 
Mahomet the Second was paffonately fond of painting, 


and * * by accident, ſome of the works of John 


Bellini, 


th 
an 
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4 


The children of - -Conddidia Sho. were 


then infants, remained ſubje& to: me Turk * 


and one of them afterwards formed a ſetile- 


ment in the Morea, where. his deſcendants. 


experienged a POE of adventures. At 
Bellini, bs immediately b "L, a. $5 to the Republic | 
of Venice, that they would ſend the artiſt to Confant” 
nople. | 

Bellini, at the deſire of the Senate, went thither; and 


made a portrait of the Sultan, and the favourite Sultana 


with ' univerſal applauſe. He completed after this, ſome 


other, performances, and among the reſt, the head of 


John the Baptiſt in a charger; 3 a Saint whom the Turks 


reverence greatly as a Prophet. The Emperor though 
highly pleaſed with this performance, yet objected to the 
length of the neck, which he obſerved was too long in 
proportion to the head. Bellini ſeeming a little to demur 
as to the corre ctneſs of his remark, the Sultan ordered one 
of his flaves to be brought to him, and cauſing his head 
to be cut off, made the painter obſerve the neck ſhrunk 


up immediately, on its ſeparation from the body! 


Bellini no wiſe accuſtomed to fimilar demonſtrations, | 
and trembling at the experience he had acquired, ſeized the 
firſt opportunity, and taking leave of the Sultan, who 


preſented him with a gold chain, and a letter of recom- 
mendation to the Senate; retired to Venice, thanking, 


Heayen to have eſcaped from out the dominions and the 


deſpotiſm of the Grand Signor. 
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this time their houſe vas reduced to thoſe 
now living at Conſtantinople and a Greek 
Biſhop of the ſame name, whoſe See was in 
a city of Armenia. Their property ſtill com- 


prehended two villages which brought them 
in annually, about a thouſand crowns, the 
ſucceſſion to which was limitted to the eldeſt 


ſon, by a privilege fingularly uncommon in 


Turkey, and this was at preſent, the only: diſ- 


tinction their family boaſted, _ , 


New hopes had of late induced 185 Aller 
to reſide at Conſtantinople; and from theſe, 
it appeared, his ee eee, to > Thegpha, 


had originated. 


A rich Greek, their near lotions” lately 
deceaſed, had left a will bequeathing to. 


them all his property, provided the Church 


could bring no charge againſt the family for 
having been guilty of diſreſpett to its religion, 
or of being defiled by any kind of ſervitude or 
ſlavery : two imputations of which, they being 


conſidered moſt diſgraceful, the Greeks are 


particularly apprehenſive. And the Church, 


that is to ſay the Patriarch and his Suffra- 
gans, who were left the arbiters 8 this be- 


queſt, 


Cal 
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quell were ſufficiently intereſted not tro-ledkhl 
ſucceſſion be too eaſy, as they were named. 
ſubſtituary legatees in the event of the right 
heirs being excluded from e e for 5 


cauſes before named. 


# Under theſe circumſtances e wilt of 
Condoidi had been carried off, and the 


Greek prelates did not fail to make the un- 
certainty of her diſpoſal, and that of her 


daughter, a ſufficient objection to the fulfill 


ment of the will. Thence it happened that 


Condoidi after having detected his ſteward, 


was leſs ſolicitous to procure any information 


of his wife, and child, than eager to puniſn 
the raviſher as ſoon as he had been convicted 
of the crime, and had made declaration of 
their deaths. ee e 
He hoped that to Webel Rte they might 
be configned, no evidences of their ſhame 
would be produced to interfere with Bis in- 
tereſts; and that the knowledge of their real 
condition, whaetver that might be, and which ; 
he feared to omg: e ws for & * 


UE] in ene je 7 * 
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ni too, the private confeſſion the 
Pane bad made to the Cadi, he had exerted 


EL and had enjoyed no quiet tall he ſaw him con- 
4 2 1 5 ducted to execution. | 

© W Still the Patriarch appeared laden more e dif- 
= 8 1 to allow his inheritance, and not con- 
WL.  * tented with this teſtimony of their deaths, 
1 perſiſted in demanding proofs which Con- 
daoidi had fancied he might cably mars diſ- 
penſed wich. 1 

1 5 A this, po bs 8 ae to 
| him as if ſhe had fallen from the ſkies, threw 


examining the ground on which ſhe founded 
her claims, or the, means by which ſhe ap- 
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: if diſſelieve, and reject, every teſtimonial which 
3 might injure, or interfere with h. bis are 
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V aggrandizement. 3 # 
x Perſuaded, now: that the. ie was 
_ | 

. 1 ſhe would have inconceivable diffi- 


4 PE culty to make valid her claims of birth, he 
* 325 determined not only reſolutely to deny 
| her identity, but to accuſe her as a cheat, 
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himſelf to make him be eſteemed an impoſtor, 


him i into the utmoſt conſternation. Far from 


peared at Conſtantinople, he perſevered to 
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be an ſolicit has puniſhment if ſhe attempted. to 

ed 

5 urge the matter any further, or ſought, by 
92 more vigorous methods, to eſtabliſh her rela- 1 
925 tionſhip: “and I am deceived,” added the : 5 
= youth, if he has not formed ſome defign , 
94 ſtill more to be apprehended; for, ſince your 

* viſit, we have obſerved him in a ſtate of agi- 

hs, | tation not to be deſcribed—ſtruggling with =. 
Y that conflict of his paſſions, which always pre- 

We cedes ſome extraordinary event, and the com- 

27 miſhons of which rage, and hatred, have ſome- 

© |} - times made him capable, are. too hide“ to 3 
LY relate, and too horrid to believe. = 
om This account convinced me, with how 

led much difficulty Theopha would be allowed” 

ap- the rights of nature; but the threats, or at- . 
to - tempts, of her father to injure her gave mW. 


no concern, as I flattered myſelf there were 1 
gs no enterprizes he could undertake from;  ' 88 

8 © which I could not as eaſily protect her. This . 
was thought made me relinquiſh the defign-I had 


uh- formed of letting him remain ignorant who. ! 
he was, or, at leaſt, of the intereſt I took in-his 
eny | daughter's concerns. I now, on the con- 


e wo his ſon to ſee hin immediately, : 


2 _—_— 
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as much for the purpoſe of acquainting bim | 


of | Theopha's being under my proteRion, as 
to let him know the friendſhip I had ſhewn 
towards that young man in making him a 
part of my family. At the ſame time I cauſed 
to be ſought for me, two ſlaves, ſuch as I. a 
judged ſuitable to the new arrangements I 
was meditating; and waiting only till duſk, | 
1 then haſtened to the elne 1 N 
to commence them. 0 
My valet-de- chambre e me, wich 1 
the moſt vivid impatience. He had been 1 
many times tempted, in the courſe of the 


day, to quit the poſt I had affigned him for 
the purpoſe of making known to me, ſome 0 
obſervations which appeared to bim, of im- 0 
portance worthy the deſertion. 0 
The meſſenger from the Selictar had! again 5 
been there, bringing coſtly preſents; and had h 
had a long and myſterious converſation with 2 
_ the language-maſter which my ſervant not 1 
underſtanding Turkiſh, bad the more eaſily n 
affected to diſregard ; but not being able to h 
collect any King from their diſcourſe, be had p 
obſerved them at a diſtance, as minutely as n 
. 5 N : 
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polfikis What had ſurprized him molt was 
to ſee the preſents of the Selictar, which con- 


fiſted of .rich ſtuffs, and various jewels and 


trinkets,” for the uſe of women, accepted by 


the language-maſter, very graciouſly and 


his curioſity was farther excited to know in 


what manner they would be received by 
Theopha. But he aſſured me, that, although 
his eyes had been conſtantly directed to the 
door of her apartment, and very often on 
herſelf, he had not ſeen thoſe ny: con- 
veyed there. - |! 

I had fo little terms to rwe with tho 
Jangyuagecmaſter, and wiſhing no explanation 


of this but from himſelf, I defired him to be 
called, nt to give. a an account of this 


conduct. 135 
He Gade at t my firſt 3 how i 


| * had ſucceeded; to diſguiſe his manœuvres, 
and hoping nothing from a continuation of 


artifice, he confeſſed to me candidly, that, 


having repreſented his neceſſities to Theopha, 
he had, with her concurrence, converted tige 
preſents of the Selictar to bis own uſe. Nhe SPY 4 4 I 

. had gone the ſame way with the trinn 
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Adis kind ſtuffs. I am poor, Fo Take"! 2 f 
explained to the lady, that, being ſent to her 

- unconditionally, the preſents were undoubt- 
__"edly her's; and ſome little ſervices which'ſhe 
is pleaſed to imagine I have done her, have 


74.7 | Ir! was PR fob me "$0" ditcern, an lie 


avowal, the motives which had made him 
aſſiſt fo readily in her flight; and loſing -all 
confidence in a man capable, of acting ſo 
baſely, though I could not accuſe” him of 


1 2 3 to hope from my friendſhip.” FS! 
_____ The advantage which 1 had over a perſon 
_ : er his deſeription prevented its oecuring to 

me, that it was uſeleſs, perhaps tyrannieal, to 


ſolve which 1 had made to change the reſi- 
dence of Theopha, relieved' me from tlie 


vices, or eee ws otber N e 


to betray me. 199 4:64 Hh <> a 
The two feuds 1 had endes catbe Joi 


out 19 8 ate. eons that 1 — 99 rely on 
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3 with her 1 wed reſi ign them a 


adtual diſhoneſty, I aſſured him he had no- 


oppreſs him with my indignation; and the re- 


neceſſity of having again recourſe to his ſer- 


* #5 , a N — n y — s 9 * 2 k 
as -- o 2 7 _ 8 _—_ 
| o 3 : : 5 N X % . 
- ny x 3 64/4 £ ; | R 
* 2 * 2 1 * 8 * 4 4 Xs a 3 K 8 4 > - 
: : . 1 n Tax * ifs . 8 * 
3 mY 10 ron” Poe : B l p * os — 


Re AR! 


| THEOPHA. : 1+ - KF 


them in certain n confidence ; and having ex- 


plained my wiſhes and intentions, I pro- 


miſed them heir liberty, as the reward of 
their faithfulneſs and zeal. 1 3 


The woman was a Greek as well a as Theo- 0 
Pha, and had ſerved in ſeveral ſeraglios : the. 7 


man was an Egyptian; and though I had made 
little obſervation of their perſons, they were 
both of them much ſuperior in their Appear 


| ance, to the generality. of flaves. 


I preſented them to Theopha who ay 


no heſitation of accepting them, but ſug- 


geſted to me, of how little uſe they would be 


to her during the ſhort ny ſhe wut OE | 
in Turkey. 4:16» 1 "Es 
We were now alone; 1 I: 200 Mn 


ment to diſcloſe my propoſals : but altkough 


I. had well ſtudied the taſk; and 1 Rill flat- 
tered myſelf it would be liſtened to unreluct- 
antly, I felt more than ordinary difficulty to | 
_ expreſs myſelf. Every look I threw on Theo- 
pha cauſed in me emotions which 1 could 
with more ſatisfaction have explained, than 

the connection which, in ſpite of my beſt 


. would ſtill be N * to 
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her approval. Nevertheleſs, neither agitation, I v! 
nor embarraſment, was equal, in an inſtant, co 
to diſſuade me from a fixed decifion; andI co 
repeated to her, not without ſome timidity, | 0 
* That the intereſt I took in her happineſs, to 
leading me to view her intended departure as v 
an imprudence that could not terminate to to 
ber ſatisfaction, I was defirous to offer her ſhe 
an alternative far more agreeable; and in of 
which I could inſure to her that tranquillity all 
ſhe ſeemed to defire, and an equal protection yo 
againſt all the devices of Condoidi. T vi 
'& I have,“ continued I, gathering tank = © 

Mines from my progreſs, © at a {mall diſtance | 
from town, a houſe comprizing the requiſites gr 
you wiſh; a garden encloſed, and agreeable, on 
and a ſituation truly delightful. I offer you tha 
this for your reſidence. You ſhall live there en 
free, and reſpected; and ſolitude and reſtraint, for 
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- - thoſe wretched attendants of the ſeraglio, ſhall im] 
N interfere with your happineſs no more tban fro 
with any other of its regulations. I will faft 

; beg y there, as often as my affairs will 1 
permit; and will introduce to you no other tar 
. than ſome” French friends with At 
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THEOPHA: -- e 165 
whom you will make triabof n my 


country. If my careſſes, my affiduities, my 


continued complaiſance, can ſerve to render 
your life agreeable, they wilt never be found 


to ceaſe; or, for a moment to relax. In a 


word, you can judge whether it be moſt likely 
to contribute to the happineſs of a woman, to 
ſhare the heart of an old man in the ſecluſions 
of a ſeraglio, or to live with a man of my age, 


all wheſe deſires ſhall concenter to promote 
your pleaſure, and whoſe unceaſing ſtudy it 


will be to render you happy.“ 

While 1 addreſſed her thus eee 
I had not been able to raiſe my eyes from the 
ground, feeling as if I had preſumed too much 
on the power IJ had over her; and fearing; 


that in what I did, I had abuſed it. More 
engaged by my paſſion than by the plan I had 
formed with ſo much content, I waited with 


impatience, expecting her to applaud it more 


from the attachment ſhe felt for me, than the 


fafety, the quiet, and other enjoyments which 


I had exhibited to her in its diſplay. The 


tardineſs of her reply gave alarm to my fears. 
At LN ſeeming to have fatisfied a doubt 
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ſhe had been delayed by, and had had . 
difficulty to ſurmount, ſhe told me, that with- 
out any change of opinion on the neceſſity 
_- which exiſted for her to abandon Turkey, {be 
| agreed, that, while ſhe waited the opportunity 
I bad promiſed, to ſeek, it would be more 
| pleaſant for her to remain in the country than 
in town;“ and then, returning to the ſuhjet̃t 
of her gratitude, ſhe added, © that my ſer- 


"vices towards her being without bounds, ſhe 


ſhould ceaſe to; confider the price they de- 
ſerved; ſince, in thus piling obligation upon 
favour on an unfortunate girl, who was capa- 

ble in no wiſe to render me any ſervice, I 
without doubt, could have no other view than 
the Atisfaction of my own generoſity. “ 
It was natural, that in the ſtate of my feel- 
ings at that time, I ſhould. have been more 
gratified by a declaration leſs ambiguous; but 
ſo ſatisfied was I at her conſent to go with me 
into the country, that I did not give myſelf 
the leiſure to examine if ſhe had well under- 
ſtood my meaning, or whether her reply had 
been a conſent, or a denial: I only buſied 
myſelf in preſſing her inſtant departure. 


She 


the country ; and what did I not beſides pro- 


than the languages maſter entered, with an 


looks, and, taking me aſide, informed me the 


W had prevented me from u underſtanding 


had hoped to offer ſufficient excuſe by ſaying 


THEOPHA. 57. 

She made no heſitation to accede to my 
inſtances, and I gave orders to my valet o 
procure us a calaſh immediately... ntl ods} 
It was not yet nine oi clock: I Rigaſedd my- 
ſelf. with, the idea of our ſupping together i in 


miſe me, from the happy concealment of that 
night But no ſooner, giving birth to my 
joy, had 5 began to expreſs it to Theopha, 


appearance of conſtęrnation befooling his 


Selidtar, accompanied only by two ſlaves, was 
at the door defiring to ſpeak with, her. 
The confuſed manner in which he told me 


that the Selictar, himſelf. was at the door. 
te Well, * ſaid I, “ did you not make anſyer 
ſhe could not receive his.vidt???. ?. 444 

He confeſſed, with equal diſorder, that not 
being able to ſuppoſe it was the Selictar, and 
imagining it to be only poe of bis people, he 


I was at that time along with her; but that 
nobleman was, on hearing this, more eager 
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to come 1 and had defired 1 might be 3 in- 
formed that he waited: _ 


No rencontre was ever fo unſeaſonable, tis | 


meeting ſo mal apropos; no poſſibility re- 
mained to avoid it; and if 1 admired the 
ſtrange bumiliation to which love could res 
duce àa man of his rank, it was Teſs for the 
fake of indulging” a reflection, which- was 


equally applicable to myſelf as to him, than 


to ſeeks ſome conſdlation for the chagrin I 
was about to efidure, in feeing him, before 
my face, become che ne f n fa- 
vourite hopes. DS 19 

I entertained little Youbt' but tui was a 


bew. Piece df treathery of the language - maſ- 
er's; but, diſdaining to ſpend any more re- 
proaches on his perkidy, 'T exhorted Theopha 


ber. This epprehenſiveneſs tended” to con- 
firm her as to the ſtate of my feelings 4 and 
fhe confoled me by ber aſſurances,” that no- 
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not to permit a man whoſe intentions ſhe 
knew ſo well, to acquire any aſeendancy over 


thing but the" deference ſhe had for my opi- 
nion an induce ls Metre the- Selictar 
* PO: a CCC 
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I went out to meet him. He embraced 
me with much affeQion, and, rallying very 


good-humouredly on ſo odd an encounter, 
he obſerved, that the beautiful Greek had 
ſurely little right to complain either of friend. 
ſhip, or of love. At length, having again 
repeated to me all he had formerly. faid of 


his paſſion, he added, that poſſeſſing the con- 


fidence he did in my aſſertions, he was not at 


all ſorry that I was there, to be the witneſs of 


the offers he was come to make her; 1 7] wrfs 
This declaration, and the ſcene which it 


announced to me, were circumſtances equally 


unpleaſant. Finding myſelf in a ſtate of mind 


ſo different, at preſent, from what T had been 


when I proteſted generoſity alone as the 
motive of my ſervices to Theopha; and in 
regard to my preſent feelings for her, not 


under the ſmalleſt uncertainty ; how coutd 1 


hope for ſufficient g ſelf. command to liſten, 
with moderation, to the offers and the gallan- 
tries of my rival! However, I muſt of nes 
ceſſity ſubmit to do mylelf this violence; to 


aſſume a diſſimulation more painful, as I "wn 


molt determined not to [werve from it. 


» 7% 
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e teſtified | great embarraſsment 


Wen ſhe ſaw him enter with me; and this 
was farther encreaſed when, going up to her, 
he explicitly declared his paſſion, and tor= 
mented her with all thoſe tokens of violent re- 


gard, which,' among the Turks, have a moſt 


ridiculous effect, and always appear like a 


ſtudied piece of e ee FR forced, 


8 an fatiguing. 

1 Mirae, ſeveral times, to interrupt 
. comical love combat, where one was ſo 
deſirous to force its acceptance, and the 


other was as reſolutely fixed to reject it; 


and proceeded ſo far as to repreſent, for her, 


that, intending to avail herſelf of her liberty, 
to quit Conſtantinople, ſhe muſt feel infinite 


regret at being unable to liſten to ſentiments 


ſo flattering, and above all, fo amiably ex- 


preſſed; but, that which I expected would 
ſomewhat cool his project, or, at leaſt mode- 


rate the ardour of his ſolicitation, evidently 


diſtreſſing, only made him haſten, with greater 


rapidity, to the ofters by which he meant to 
bribe her affeQions. 


He ans her for this defgn, > which : 


ſhe 


hd . 
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t ſhe had formed, he ſaid, only to render him 
S KB miſerable; but ſtill perſuading himſelf. he 
5 ſhould make ſome impreſſion on her heart 
- KU when he detailed what he would do, he pro- 
- ceeded tõ offer her à ſplendid refidence on 
the Thracian Boſphorus, which be would re- 
1 ſign to her for life, with a fixed revenue 
; equal to ſupport the magnificence of the man- 
ſion. She ſhould live there not only free 
t and independent, but he would yield her an 
) intire empire over himſelf, and all he poſſeſ— 
> | ſed. He would give her thirty ſlaves, all his 
; | jevels, which were of infinite value and bril- 
> liancy, and the (continual addition of what- 
j ever ſhe might deſire. He was in ſufficient 
> | favour at the Sublime Porte to fear the jea- 
8 louſy of no one; no fortune Was more ſecure 
— than his, being the accumulation of his on 
hands; and to do away all doubt of his ſince- 
— rity, he called on me to bÞ the een 956 his 
profeſſions.. A 
This diſcourſe, . in 1450 Horid 
ſtyle peculiar to the Turks, made too much 
impreſſion on me not to excite ſome appre- 
henhow: of the effect it might produce on 
£43 en 8 
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_ Theopha. * who extraordinary. ak his 


offers ſhould ſo much reſemble my own, but 


exceeding them ſo greatly in extent, I trem- 


bled for the ſucceſs of a plan I had hitherto | 


thought plauſible; and dreaded, if his were 
__— how little I had to hope from the 
comparative ſmallneſs of mine: hat ſhe ſo 
od to the een hewwould a e 
r ame: - :: | 
But, how much did all my Pues be 
- ls Theopha, prefſed to make: ſome reply, 
evinced more ſenſibility than bhimſelf had 


even dared to hope! An air of ſatisfaction, 
which diffuſed itſelf over her countenance, 


gave greater brilliancy to her eyes, more 
ſweetneſs to every feature, and ſhewed her 


more beautiful than I had ever before ob- 
ſerved her. 


I had hitberto ſeen her always 
unhappy and dejected: the whiſperings of jea- 
louſy now pointed to my obſervance all the 
fires of love dancing in her eyes, and the 
torturous apprehenſion hurried me into phren- 
2, when I heard her requeſt only four- and- 

* hours to conſider the propoſal! 
9 concluded che ſcene by intreaties, 2. 
4 dreſſed 
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dreſſed only to him, that he would for the 


preſent retire ; and that he might feel no diſ- 


pleaſure at her excepting me from this re- 


queſt, or that ſhe made any difficulty of hold- 
ing a longer converſation with him in the 


place where he found I had been previouſly 


admitted; ſhe added, very adroitly, that he 


would excuſe her preference of a benefaftor 
to whom ſhe was indebted for her liberty, 


when he conſidered, that ſhe had ſcarcely had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him three times. 


I might, perhaps, have found ſufficient in 


this reſerve in my favour to diminiſh, or- at 
leaſt, ſuſpend, the grief which preyed on me, 
if my deſires had not poiſoned my judgment, 
and blinded it from diſtinguiſhing the parts 
which might flatter or conſole me. But, 


{truck by the period ſhe had demanded to 


conſider an anſwer, diſtracted by the joy of 


the SeliQar, and almoſt choaking from the 
violence I committed on myſelf to conceal. 
my own agitation, I wiſhed to haſten into the 
air to relieve myſelf by giving vent io thoſe 
ſighs I had ſo long, and fo days en, 


preſſed. Th | | t 
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164 „ TREORHA. 


However, it being impoſſible to get quit 
of the Selictar, I was obliged to go out with 


him, and to liſten then, for a full hour, to all 


the demonſtrations of his joy which the proſ- 
peQ of ſucceſs inſpired him with. Every 
ſmile was to me an infliction,” every ſyllable 


which ſounded of his triumph was torture, 
and each moment of his unwelcome con- 
verſation was eee by.” an ene of 


** - 4 
4 * 5 


miſery. 
I could not erſuailh myſelf, that the wil 
lingneſs with which he had been heard was 


the indulgence of 'a moment; and, relying 
on his ſincerity, I aſked ſome explanation of 


this viſit which had been the cauſe of fo much 
———— and aſtoniſhment. 
He told me, with a little reluctance, hat 


having that day ſent various preſents to Theo- 
pha, which had been accepted, without any 
anſwer being returned to the letter which-ac- 


companied them, he had made the language- 
maſter acquainted with his deſign of paying 
her a viſit; and that mercenary wretch, in 
hopes of additional fees, had thrown open to 
him the doors of his houſe. 


. 


— 


 THEOPHA.” - -- 


He had, in truth, acquainted the SeliQtar 


of my being regularly there of an evening ; 
„but,“ continued he, * having for her no 
ſentiments but what are known to you, and 
being informed of the nature of yours, I 
found no obſtacle in your preſence ; and was, 


on the contrary, delighted to have you 
there, to become the witneſs of my promiſes.** 


He repeated to me, * that he was reſolved to 
adhere to them ſtrictly, and make an eſſay of 
that ſpecies of happineſs of which Mun 
in general had no idea.“ | 5 

I was compelled to praiſe the 1 98 of 
his proceedings; and, adding to the grief I 
had endured, the recolleQion of the:terms on 
which I was with him, and a thouſand little 
honourable ſeruples which I could not wholly 
exclude, I determined to ſtruggle with—to 


vanquiſh, thoſe ſentiments which 1 had ſuf- 


fered to gain too great an aſcendancy ; 
I parted- from the Selictar . with this 
reo, 11,3 x4 


But. ame had he n me, abr, 1 hin 


raids one calling my valet-de- chambre by his 
name, who was the only domeſtic 1 had 


along 


i 


Sen wy rats I | 
* wr 8 
* + Ax 7 


3 


— . "q;" ox 


8 A 

» % A 7 1 

N I 

" 4 61 

* 2 

N {a 3 47 
N „ "a 
De; e 
4 


Sw 
6 NON; "78 SPA [ic 


1 am — 
2 - — * * * . . 
* N n 2 — * = l Fo 4 * *. — r 
x N . 1 bas 2 * n —— » 4 IRE, T 4 * 0 £24 — 5 — 
: 1423 5 * 5 iD _ mw —— ** a . 
— aw As * . if. * po "4 % 4 - 51 As * —_ = as WES Y oy iMG S 
> = — ih <p oe — IIBLY SS. FC p we Sd ORE, N >, hen. 5 — F * unn 
x __ — 2 . . o : y 4 1 - 4 . : 8 — ry, 
E \ J — 8 9 7 N £4 * . * x 5 
; 4c. = 3 2 K 4 _— — — - A 
* * r * 80 * g L Bog 3 2 : vt My, gd £4 8 8 " 
q * ! * 2, * 2 ON ee Ka : ” * ®, N . * . EDI * 1 7 
. By. at a ar Ke r — „ bs, , 3 * N — I =_ x 
 # - $ * of C * % — * 
1 < 3 * — tt” g d 4 — * * Iv 
- * wy 4 * ö 
* ** 4 * j , 1 CF 
* 1 «> S ? « ej *& = v us, Apes * < . ö SY S. . 7 © 
* * n —_— 1 218 * « 7 WH. * x * a La : G 
V's e 4 — 4 — 4 Fe. wh x” ROS FD 5 . 
22 


= * TY 8 
. 
ER Ln LY 
W at * 
5 * N 
bs, 2 Wat. 


* 


accuſtomed to ſend: but they were antici- 


juſt witneſſed, excited there, and the incli- 


tedium of that diſcuſſion, by admitting for 
my return, à motive wholly arenen thoſe 


_ THEOPRA.. 


along with me. I found it to be Jazir;. the 11 
ſlave I had given to attend « on THOSE that CO 
called. 1 
The determination in ieh I ond ed to ſee 
from the SeliQar, influenced me ſo ſtrongly, 
that I began inſtantly, to charge him with 
ſome commands which might have ſeemed 
more harſh to his miſtreſs than thoſe I was 


pated by the meſſage he had been ee to 
convey. - 

Theopha had haſte 3 in 1 tarde = made 
me to beg my return, and to effect the deli- cedec 
very of this ſummons, ſhe had ordered him, Iniay 
to wait at a diſtance till he obſerved me obles 
leave the Gelid. EY 

Some little conflict aroſe in my aan be. conce 


tween the anger which the converſation I had have 
but h 


ftindin 
joicin, 
had be 
She 
feſs· | 
was tl 


nation which {till led me to regret the hopes 
I had abandoned: but 1 fought to avoid the 


witch induced it. | HSE 
F TT. , 1 had 
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THEOPHA.. 167 
I had forgotten my watch, which I valued 


exceedingly, and without enquiring whether 
it was more the place of my valet or myſelf, 
to ſeek it, I went back with the ſlave; con- 
tent under cover of this flimſy veil, to.conceal 
my weakneſs from my own. contemplation. 


“ What can the faithleſs girl ſay. of her 
conduct? By what excuſe will. the recongile 
her fickleneſs and her ingratitude?” Theſe 


ejaculations eſcaped me as I went thither, 
and without reflecting the reproaches I thus 


made pre-ſuppoſed rights ſhe had never ac- 


ceded to me, 15 imagination became more 
inllamed as I approached. more nearly the 
objet . oft 4 


If on my arrival, 1 had 1 ber at all 4 


concerted, or embarraſſed, 1 ſhould inevitably 


have uttered the moſt levere upbraidings; 


but how great was my on confuſion, at 
hnding, her full of gaiety and mirth as if re- 
joicing at the proſpect of happineſs which 


had been preſented. to her acceptance. 


She prelently diſſipated every doubt: Con- 
feſs ſaid ſhe, © that the method I adopted 
was the qaly one I had to rid me of the Se- 
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lictar's importunities ? but if your carriage 
be ready, we muſt quit the city before morn- 


ing; and I ſhall be ſorry to learn you have 
made the language-maſter acquainted with 
our ſecret for I begin to perceive he 1 may be 
eaſiiy bribed to betray us both. 
As I was now more occupied by my joy 


1 I had been by my previous diſtreſs, ſhe 
had time to inform me, that when ſhe firſt 


ſounded him on the fubje& of her flight, the 
found all the deſire to ſerve her ſhe could 
wiſh; but ſhe was notwithſtanding, able to 


diſtinguiſn through the ardour of his pre- 


tended zeal, it was the intimation of his in- 
| tereſt to which he liſtened moſt attentively, | 
« He had begged permiſſion to appropri- 
ate to himſelf the preſents of the Selictar, 
urging at the ſame time, how little conſe- 
quence it was, what was either ſaid, or thought, 
of her by thoſe ſhe would never ſee again, 
and in a country ſhe was about to leave for 
ever. What he had muttered with fo much 
ſecrecy at the port, was a prayer to conceal 


from me, that conceſſion ; and although. it 


aN ſeem by his anxicty to procure her 
: | coy, 


next day. 


en 169 


conſent, chat he was not quite ſo devoid of 
probity as to commit a theft, ſhe had no 
doubt of his being in ſome way acceſſary to 
the propoſitions and the viſit of the Selictar. 
Upon the whole every conſideration united 


to make her accept the offer I had made of a 


country retirement; and, if I was fo indul- 


gent as to lay any ſtreſs on her impatiehee; 
I would not defer our journey even till the 


* 


So charmed was I to hear ſuch bebe foli- | 
citation, and ſo reſolved not to procraſtinate 
for a moment, the execution of that which I 
wiſhed more ardently than herſelf; that, with 
out waiting, to make any reply, J repeated my 
orders to haſten the return of my" chaiſe. 
While the Seliftar remained with us it had 
arrived, and I had on his account, been under 
the neceſſity of ſending it back again. 

To conceal the retreat of Theopha from 
the language-maſter was a matter of no diffi. 
culty; but all the joy which poſſeſſed me could 
not wholly drive the Selidtar from my mind, 
to whom I was, rather apprehenſive in what 

ight this proceeding might appear. Inaſmuch _ 


Vol. „ 1 8 : Us 


thought myſelf ſecure fromary well- grounded 
Teproaches. 
him of my fentiments was, when I made it, 
ſincere; I had given no aſſurances, they were 
. unchangeable ; and having allowed bim every 
opportunity to prevail on the inclinations of 
Theopha by the diſplay of his offers, it was 
ſurely no fault in me that ſhe had choſen to 
give the preference to mine. However, ſhe 
had flattered his hopes by her ſmile, and the 
time ſhe had preſcribed to conclude her de- 
termination, obliged her to ſee him again, 
and confeſs unequivocally her reſolve. 1 
feared to occaſion her ſome uneaſineſs, by 
recalling to her mind the engagements ſhe 
was bound in, but Theopha had not loſt fight 
of her agreement, nor did ſhe feel herſelf 
under any difficulty i in e to its ſtipu- 
lations. | 
Returning to her apartment aſter having 
made the neceſſary arrangements, I- n 
her engaged with her pen. 
IJ am writing,” ſaid ſhe, “ to the Selic- 
tar, to annihilate for ever the hopes he may 
| . 
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as I could curſorily examine my ſeruples, 1 


The declaration I had made to 
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© | W 1 my compliance with his wiſhes; 
ed and ſhall leave the letter with our faithful 
to hoſt, who will doubtlels, be extremely happy 
it, I at an opportunity. of Fendering him another a> 
re ſervice.” “ WT © ij 
She See ee to write, _ I Rh" 8 9 
ber as conciſely as poſſible, applauding the | 
reſolution, The ſatisfaction which ſwelled in { 
my boſom was ſuppreſſed, by the fear of ſome | 
new accident that might diſturb it, from 
breaking out into thoſe tranſports which cla- 
moured to ſpeak its exiſtence ; and the only 
alloy my pleaſure admitted was the diſguſt I 
felt at the perfidy of the language-maſter; 
whoſe own remorſe, beginning perhaps, to 
inflict ſome. little pain, he ſought to recon- 
cile himſelf with, ws and begged to be ad- 
mitted. - , 1825 N 
ce Without 3 5 ad 8 N 
5 fupting for me; and addreſſing him as ſoon. a „ 
ing he appeared, ſhe informed him, that, being 
und reſolved to leave Conſtantinople, and having 
obtained my concurrence by the force of the 
lic- || reaſons ſhe. had diſplayed, ſhe was happy to 
may 2 to the Selictar the mau ſhe 
ulge To a mould ; 


1 


* 
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ſhould ever retain for the generous offers he 
had made; and giving him the letter ſhe had 
| juſt finiſhed, « you will execute this com- 
1 miſſion, added ſhe maliciouſly, . with ſo 
much the more readineſs as being already re- 
warded for the trouble: the Selictar thinks 
not any more than I do of calling you to an 
1 account for the preſents you have received!“ 
2 I could not myſelf withhold the utterance 
19 of ſome reproaches to my worthleſs confidant, 
and rejected with impatience the wretched 
jargon by which he tried to Juſtify, or rather 
extenuate his conduct. 
I conſidered ſome meaſures which I hoped 
might be infallible to preſerve the friendſhip 
of the Selictar in ſpite of the oppoſition which 
pervaded our intereſts; but the carriage arriv- in ; 
ing, my thoughts were diſperſed, and I roſe nei 
to conduct Theopha to her ſeat. I preſſed i con 
her hand with an emotion I could neither paſſ 
ſuppreſs, nor diſguiſe; and although it had ſpea 
been my intention to let her depart under ¶ bou 
the protection of my valet only, to leave T 
the language-maſter the more uncertain offþ, fone 
her route; I could not withſtand, the pleaſure ſemt 
„ f | 
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\ 


of ſeating. myſelf . in the "ſame chaiſe, the 
maſter of her fortunes and her perſon, by 


the voluntary conſent ſhe had yielded to our 


departure. Her heart was now reſigned to 


me, for why ſhould I diſſemble the happineſs 


I fancied? or what other explanation did the 


confidence with which ſhe threw herſelf into 
my arms, and ſubmitted to my diſpoſal, al- 


log P's 


| Scarcely was I vid by her fide than im- * 
printing on her lips a kiſs that expreſſed more, 


eloquently than words, the delight I enjoyed, 
how were my emotions increaſed - when I 


found her not inſenſible to my careſs? A ſigh 
ſtole from her boſom which ſtill added ſtrength. 
to my hopes, and her lovely hand encloſed - 


in mine, returned its preſſure without coy- 
neſs. No word eſcaped me that was not ac 


companied by the tendereſt epithet, and no 
paſſionate expreſſion which could ſerve to 


ſpeak my wiſhes, without overſtepping the 
bounds of delicacy, was omitted. 


Theopha comobatted the ardour of my 
fondneſs by no appearance of rigour—no 


ſemblance of diſguſt—ſhe begged me only, 


= with 


„„ Tx EOHA. 


of language ſo tender, and ſo flattering, to 


been accuſtomed only to the tyrannical ufages 
of the ſeraglio—to be commanded not ca- 
reſſed to be conſtrained to compliance, not 
ſolicited to comply. Happy indeed, muſt be 


was the treatment they experienced; and 
their favours were only granted when Sg 
ſo ſeducingly ! 
It was midnight ere we reachicd” my villa, 
which was fituated near a little town called 
Oru. Here, though nopreparations awaited 
our arrival, I always had ſufficient in readi- 
neſs to entertain my friends comfortably, 
whom I carried there often, at times 54 1 
was leaſt expected. | 27 

I prevailed on Theopha to partake of a 
light collation, although ſhe teltified a greater 
deſire for repoſe than refreſhment ; and did 
myſelf the violence to defer the promiſed 
completion of my happineſs only to give it 
"= 


with a modeſt diffidence which gave additional 
warmth to my deſire, to forbear the utterance 


a female fo little uſed to hear it; ſhe had 


the fortunes of women in my country, if fuch 


6 bd wins FI 


>. 
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the greater zeſt by previouſly indulging the 
pleaſures of the table. 

The raptures I beheld in perfpefive; re- 
galed me by their anticipation during our 


repaſt ;—1f repaſt that might be called, which 


was more the witneſs of my paſſionate. ad- 


vances towards the imagined conſummation of 


my bliſs, than any indulgence of appetite for 


the viands which were ſpread before me. 
I had choſen the chamber to which I would; 


conduR her, and had ordered it to be pre- 
pared for us with every elegance that could 
enhance enjoyment, and every . that 


could add to its exceſs. 

At length the welcome long awaited mo- 
ment arrived, and Theopha, bluſhingly, ex- 
preſſed her wiſh to retire. I hailed the happy 
ſignal with increaſe of rapture, and delighted 


to find in my lovely miſtreſs, at once, an 


ent of our bliſs, 


impatience to meet the mo 


and the delicacy to ſhield her defires, beneath 


the-veil of apprehenſive modeſty. 


My ſervants, to whom an affair of this na- 
ture was no novelty, had omitted nothing 
which could render the apartment enchant-. 


* 4 - — ing; 
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ing; and every thing was diſpoſed. in the er 


niceſt order which could be neceſſary either Fo” 
to Theopha or myſelf. reli 
Thither I conducted her in a e e of A 
joy, mingled with tumultuous impatience ; and tha 
her filence, and her bluſhes, ſeemed to pro- fir 
- miſe all the extaſies of yielding beauty. RS 
| When we entered the bridal chamber, WM ge; 
where loves and careſſes, welcomed her ap- ane 
proach ; I ſaw as ſhe ſurveyed it, how her yie 
burning cheeks glowed with a deeper crimſon, the 


her feet faltered as ſhe approached the ſofa, for 


and her ſlave drew near to aſſiſt her to un- 8 
dreſs. gin; 
While my. valet W me the fame M - ay 
aſbſtance, I jocularly begged of Bema, which ſhe 
was the name of her ſlave, not to hazard my foo 
reſentment by excels of ſlowneſs ; and at- raiſ 
tempted by ſome little raillery, to burſt the a f 
ſpell which ſeemed to hold V. Theopha i in cha 
ſilence. apa! 
1] was charmed to perceive 1 HINA e this 
| ingly ſhe had acceded to my. wiſhes, and her to 
tacit aſſent to this conſummation of them, gua 
ſeemed to exaQ no cancealment of my pre- | 


ſent 
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THEOPHA, 177 
ſent hopes and exultation. But, was it he- 
ceſſary with Theopha, who had related fo un- 


reſervedly to me her adventures at Patras, 
and her connettions in the ſeraglio, to obſerve 


that faſtidious decorum which may be a neceſ- 


ſary tribute to the inexperience of virgin 
modeſty ; and if I permitted yet another re- 
flection, the rights I had acquired over her, 
and the voluntary manner. in which ſhe had. 
yielded herſelf to my embraces, precluded: 
the neceſſity of greater reſerve, or more rigid 
formalities. _ 

Scarcely had ſhe obſerved my teen ber 
ginning to undreſs me, than puſhing aſide ber 


- ſlave, who attempted to do the ſame by her, 
ſhe remained a few moments thoughtful; in 
ſeeming. conſideration of ſome doubt, without: | 
raiſing her eyes from the ground, or uttering, Thu 
a ſyllable. I attributed at firſt, the apparent 
change in her countenance to the ſhade of the 


apartment; but, ſeeing that ſhe. continued i in: 
this reverie, w while Bema awaitedher permiſſion: 


to proceed, bel hazarded ſome jeſting lan- 
guage, expreſſing the pang ſhould * from. 


delay. 
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178  THEOPHA, | 
This, added to the circumſtances of the 


moment, ' diffipated every remaining uncer- 


tainty, and ſeemed compleatly to diſconcert 
her. She roſe from the looking-glafs, and 
throwing herſelf on the ſopha, concealed her 
face with her hands, as if anxious to hide it 
from. me. My firſt apprehenſion was, that 
having journied ſo late, and eaten for our 


fupper only ices and fruits, ſhe might be ſud- 


denly taken ill. I ran to her, and enquired 
with the greateſt anxiety if any thing ailed 
her; but ſhe returned me not the ſmalleſt an- 


ſwer. My fears encreaſing, I took one of her 


hands, and endeavoured tenderly to draw it 
towards me. She reſiſted my effort a few mo. 
ments, and then wiping away the tears which 
were falling down her cheek, ſhe conjured me 
to diſmiſs the ſlaves, and WOE her a moment's 
converſation, GY 

As ſoon as we were alone, ſhe told me, 
with downcaſt looks, and in a low and faul- 
tering voice, her air beſpeaking conſternation 
and diſtrefs, that, whatever I required ſhe 
could not diſpute my right, or withhold her 
compliance; but ſhe had never r expected 
from 


exact. 
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from me, what ſhe now ſaw me diſpoſed to. 


After theſe few wink ſhe ceaſed to a. A 
as if grief and fear had choaked her voice; and 
I perceived, by the heaving of her boſom, 


with what exceſſive emotion ſhe ſtruggled. 
My ſurprize, which was as extreme, and pers. 


haps ſome little movements of ſhame which 1 
could not entirely conquer, threw me into 


nearly the ſame ſtate ; ſo that, to an indiffe- 


rent obſerver, it perhaps would have been the 
moſt ridiculous fight on earth, to have ſeen 
us—young, attached, alone, almoſt undreſſed, 
—ſurveying one another in ſtupid ſilence; 
as much diſmayed as if we had been ſuddenly 
aflited with ſome grievous malady :>-while 
the place, the ſeaſon, our feelings, and our. 
ſituation, prompted to the er of n 
—far different, ſenſations! 


However, I endeavoured to ſhake off this 


cumbreus folemnity, and trying again to be- 
come maſter of one of her hands, I held it 
firmly between mine, kiſſed it with affeftionate: 
warmth, and entreated bes, during this ten- 
e 


16 
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der confli&, to hear me a few moments, and 
ſuffer me alſo to underſtand her meaning. 
+ She ſeemed to accede rather to the fear of 
N giving me offence, than the defire of comply. 
ing with my wiſh. -©< Alas!” faid ſhe, in a 
languid tone, what have I the right to re- 
fuſe you? Have I ought that is not more 
yours than mine own? No, no;—but, 8 I 
never looked for this!” 

Fer tears flowed till faſter ; and, in | the 
diſtreſs which this ſcene occaſioned, ſome 
doubts aroſe of its fincerity. 1 had heard it 
ſaid a thouſand times, that the Turkiſh fe- 
males in general, pique themfelves on diſput- 
ing, for ſome time, the grant of their laſt 
favour; and J was inclined, from this recol- 
lection, to diſregard her tears and her reſiſt- 
ance. Nevertheleſs, the ſeeming ingenuouſ- 
neſs bf her grief, and the humiliation of not 
meriting the opinion ſhe entertained of me, if 
it was truly ſincere, made me in the ſame 
moment ſuppreſs my ee and . 
all my intentions. 

I; F ear not, my _ faid 4. K to look on 

: : 7 me, 


4 * 


* 


THEOPHA. 181 


me, and acknowledge in me that man, Who, 


in the whole world, is-leaſt inclined to com- 
mit any violence on your inclinations, or be 


the cauſe to you of an inſtant's pain. My 


deſires are but the natural effects of your 
beauty; and I hoped, you would not refuſe 
that to me which you have voluntarily yielded 


to the Governor's ſon at Patras, and to Che- 
riber at Conſtantinople. But,“ continued I, 


« the movements of the heart are not ſubje& 
to our controul.” Here ſhe interrupted me 
by an exclamation, which feemed to iffue 


from her in the utmoſt bitterneſs of ſoul; and 
while I flattered myſelf I talked in a way to 
reconcile her to my conduct, ſhe made me 


underſtand, I urged her to the utmoſt Extent | 
of poſſible affliction. 

Unable at all to comprchiiic} this Hindi," 
adventure, and fearing to add a ſyllable, leſt 


I ſhould aggravate the grief I endeavoured 
to aſſuage; I begged of her, herſelf to inſtru 
me what I ſhould ſay, or what 1 ſhould do, 


to diſpel the unhappineſs I had involun 
occaſioned 3 and prevent her from eleem. 
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ing that behaviour as criminal, which, aſter 


all, in reality, included no offence. 
1 fancied the tone of voice in which I ut- 


tered this made her fear, in her turn, to have 


angered me by her complaints; and taking 
my hand, which ſhe preſſed to her boſom, her 
eyes, glittering with tears, fixed entreatingly 


on my face“ Oh! thou, the beſt of men!” 
ſaid ſhe, judge not too harſhly of your ſlave; 
nor fancy that any behaviour of yours towards 
her, can be deemed offence, much leſs be called 


ſo! But, my heart, alas! is ſwollen with an- 
guiſh; my ſorrow, ſuch as I cannot explain: 
if you will ſuffer me to ſpeak my wiſhes, leave 
me this night to my ſad reflections, and let me 


tell them you to-morrow : but, if my prayer 


ſound too preſumingly, condemn me not at 
leaſt till you ſhall hear my reaſons.” 405 
Theopha had forgotten ſhe was free! She 


had ſpoken to me looked towards me—fallen _ 


at my feet, as my ſlave; and her humiliations, 


and her diſtreſs, unnerved—almoſt unmanned 


I raiſed her from the ground, and ſeating 


her 
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her on the ſopha, *SMicmned the aſe of term 
and entreaty, no longer befitting her fituationz 
far from being my ſlave, I aſſured her of my 
readineſs to become hers! and rather than 
owe her conceffions to the exerciſe of con- 
ſtraint, I would forfeit for ever the happineſs 
of poſſeſſing her. This night,” I added, 
« my-Theopha, you ſhall paſs alone; and the 
tranquillity of every ſucceeding one ſhall ne- 
ver be diſturbed by my intruſion, ſo long as 
you ſhall continue not to deſire it“ 
immediately called her ſlave to attend her, 
and retired, with as much appearance of calm- 
neſs as I could afſume, to another chamber, 
where I haſtened to bed. My mind and my 
heart were filled with agitation I could not 
quiet; and I endeavoured, from fleep, to pro- 
cure that peace, the efforts of my reaſon was 
unable to reſtoffe | 
Scarcely, in the darkneſs 5 ths la of | 
my room, had my ſcattered thoughts. had time 


—_ 


to collett themſelves, than all the eircum- 
ſtances of the late ſeene ſeemed to acquire a 
ſecond exiſtence, from the vivid manner in 

which my recollection pourtrayed the. 
Er Er As 


A 
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As not a td of Thipha's diſcourſe Was 
forgotten, I perſuaded myſelf, that, in her 
firſt expreſſion, I could detect ſome. diſplea- 
ſure mingled with more confufion.; and my 
determination to leave her to herſelf, and the 
_ coolneſs with which 1 had affected to leave 
her, ſeemed both in me to ariſe from the ſame 
ſource. I could not but reproach myſelf, 
during ſome time, for my weakneſs, and this 
ſtill more confirmed me in my firſt opinion. 
Ought I not to bluſh when I remembered, 
"that, in ſo few days, I had permitted an incli- 
nation for ſuch a girl, ſo to get-the maſtery of 
me, that I was now ſuffering all this uneaſineſs 
at her refuſal? Was not Turkey filled. with 
flaves, as handſome, as deſirable ; whoſe fa- 
vours I might enjoy unreſiſtingly ? Then in- 
dulging a ſort of raillery—the child of ſpleen, 
not of ſatisfattion—it was neceſſary, thought 

1, to the completion of my folly, to become 
_ ſeriouſly enamoured of a girl of ſixteen, whom 


I took from. out a ſeraglio; and who had moſt 


| likely not entered that of Cheriber, till ſhe 
had made the trial of all the reſt; and then 


to be refuſed {——My delicacy was next ap- 
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landed and. congratulated, that could et 
ſo much value to the refuſe of ſuperanuated 
Cheriber, and before him, perhaps, of all the 
Turks in Conſtantinople; and ſtill to be re- 
jetted !——But it was yet more admirable, 
that a woman ſo hacknied, ſo abuſed, ſhould 
in ſo ſhort a time have learned the value of 
her charms ; and, that the firſt man on whom 
ſhe practiſed her wiles to vend the poſſeſſion 
ſo dearly, ſhould. be a Frenchman; and a 
Frenchman like me, converſant in the com- 
merce of the ſex. She ſuppoſes, thought I, 
that the good humour of my looks, and the 


good nature of my aQtions, form a favourable _ 


ſubject for a firſt dupe; and this young co- 


quette, whom I have credited for candour and 


integrity, imagines perhaps, ſhe will guide me 
to her content by ſhallow artifice, and yet, 
unripe ditimulation. _ | 

But when my reſentment had, as it were, 
glutted itſelf with theſe injurious refleQions, 


I proceeded to examine her behaviour with 


leſs rancour; and the conſiderations which 
might appear in her defence, obtained, in their 


turn, a hearing. I reviewed the entire con- 
1 8 
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duct of Theopha to the preſent, from the mo- 
ment I had firſt beheld her in the ſeraglia, 
Had, during that period, any agion, any 
word, betrayed the deſigns I imputed to her? 
Had I not myſelf been aſtoniſhed at the eager- 
nefs with which ſhe embraced every overture 
that could lead to ſerious or moral diſcuſſion; 
and had I not been filled with admiration at 
the propriety of her conceptions, and the juſt- 
nefs of all her remarks? It is true, ſhe had 
_ conteſted ſome points with me to an exceſs 
ſo like affeQation, that J had thence encou- 
raged doubts of her fincerity; at moſt, I had 
eſteemed it as a mere exerciſe with which ſhe 
indulged her mind; or, as the natural conſe- 
quence of that multitude of new impreſſions 


it received from the relation of our cuſtoms, 


and the recital of our opinions and | precepts, 
which ſtimulated into motion an ufiderſtand- 
ing, naturally vivid and acute, that had ſo 
long languiſhed in the torpor of inaQtion: 
But why did ſhe merit ſo little juſtice, that 
I could not allow her to be really enamoured 
of thoſe principles I had diſplayed to her; the 
_—_ of which, OY "7 nature, had been 
| dormant 
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dormant'in her bofom, overwhelmed by igno- 
rance and groſſer habits? Had ſhe not re- 


jected, unhelitatingly, the ſplendid propoſals 
of the Selictar? Had ſhe not indulged the 


thought, nay, partly executed the intention, 


of flying from me, to ſeek in Europe, a ſtate 
in uniſon with her ideas? And if ſhe after= 
wards ſubmitted to my diſpoſal, was it not in 


the very reaſonable confidence, that he who 


had firſt preſented her with the image of vir- 


tue, would not be the likelieft to tear it from 
ber poſſeſſion? Under this fuppoſition, did 
ſhe not command reſpeCt; and of whom more 


than myſelf, who had began my ſervices with 
no motive of ſelf-intereſt ; and who now— 
rather than inſult her by libertine propofals 


ſhould feel a pride in the completion of my 


work, and ſeek my pleaſures in her conver- 
ſion, and the eſtabliſhment and expanſion 
of her virtues, 

The more I pleaſed myſelf with the con- 
templation of this picture, the more I became 
attached to its repreſentation; and the roman. 
tic fancy of making of Theopha a woman, 
as eminent for her virtue as for her exterior 
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 charms—ſeized on my idea, determined my 


intentions, and ſeemed to promiſe, i in the gra- 


 Uhication of its ſucceſs, ample reward for the 


privations I admitted of ſenſual, and leſs re- 
fined indulgence. 
It had never been in my thoughts hereto- 


fore, to convert Theopha to virtue; but the 


flame exiſted 1 in her boſom, and ſome few ex- 


| preſſions which had accidentally fallen from 
me, vere ſufficient to aſſiſt the natural pro- 
penſity, and fan the feeble ray into a blaze.— 


What would ſhe become when I had ſeriouſly 


and ſedulouſly cultivated thoſe rich endow- 


ments of nature —1 fled from the preſent, to 
the time when my attempt ſhould. be com- 
pleat regarded her in the perfection to Which 


ſhe might beled—and, delighted with the ideal 


preſentation, I beheld i in Theopha, the woſt 


admirable creature on earth! What, can the 
utmoſt "refinements of the heart, the bigheſt 
poliſh of the mind, be added to perſonal beau- 
ties, inimitable as they were beyond deſcrip- 


tion? Where then is the man of honour,- — 
of birth or taſte or delicacy, ho will ot 


pride himſelf to call her wholly his?—his wife!* 
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My fancies hurried me on too rapidly ;— 
imagination diſtanced my reaſon—and I ſtop- 
ped ſhort, half aſtoniſhed, half appalled, at'the 
length to which my too evident attachment, 
and the warmth of viſionary painting, had be- 
trayed me. The word wife checked me in 
my progreſs; and like the ſtring with which a 
wanton child permits his' bird to fly, pulled 
me reluctantly back again, when I had wan- 
dered to its extent! It returned to me at 
every inſtant, till my ſenſes became fatigued 
from long exertion : that drowſineſs it had diſ- 
pelled, aſſerted its dominion, and ſteeped me 
in ſleep moſt delicious and refreſhing. 

The firſt traces which memory reſtored in 
the morning, vere thoſe of the thoughts which 
had lulled me to repoſe : they had eſtabliſhed 
themſelves ſo ſtrongly, they had extended 
themſelves ſo widely, that the defire of ſenſual 
indulgence was ſuppreſſed and expelled by 
their ſtronger dominion. © I longed ardently 
to ſee Theopha; to behold her, not as the 
object of licentious gratification, whom I, 
while J loved for her charms, I would debafe 
by wy abuſe of them; but as the charakter of 
| promiſe 
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promiſe and reſpect, in which every riſing Vir. 
tue had began to vegetate, and N rich 
reward was promiſed to my tending. 
This ardour was ſo great, that fear aroſe leſ 
1 indulged my hopes too ſanguinely; 4 and 1 
ſcarcely waited to be informed that ſhe Was 
ſtirring, before 1 deſired permiſſion to enter 
her. apartment. Her ſlave came to requeſt 


my ſtay a few minutes, while ſhe left her bed, 


but I haſtened thither, in contradiQion, - to 
convince her perfettly, of the change which 


had taken place in my ſentiments. e 


She expreſſed ſome confuſion at e me 
3 the room ſo much ſooner than ſhe ex- 


pefted, and made excuſes for the tardi- 
- neſs of her ſlave. 4, re-alſured ber, by my 
rk, how liule dhe had to apprehenf 
from my preſent intentions; but bebolding 


ber as I did ſo beautiful ſo covered with 


bluſhes and withal ſo temptingly expoſed— 


were ſtrong incitements to deſtroy my reſo- 


Aution ;,and it was not without a ſtruggle I re- 


ſtrained my bebaviour from "IE the he to 


-my language.”” 


* You pramiled me,” Laid 1; in 1 rather A 


ſerious 
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ſerious tone of voice, ee 


am moſt anxious to hear, but ee 
leave, let mine precede them.“ 

Into whatever indiſcretions my Jefires 
might yeſterday have betrayed me, you muſt. 
be convinced, by the readinefs with which 1 
ſubmitted to your's; that I have no wiſh to 
poſſeſs that, which is not yielded to me with 


willingneſs. I will add to-day an affurance 


which may tend to confirm, this beyond all 
doubt. In whatever view you may have con- 
ſented to accompany - me hither, you ſhall 
ever remain as much at liberty to purſue, as 
you now are to explain it. I would not pur- 
chaſe a moment's pleaſure by your pain 1 
would not gratify my defires however violent, 
by the ſacrifice of your inclinations. 4/0 


I remained, having finiſhed this diſcourſe, 
in a ſilence which I determined to obſerve till 


ſhe ſhould fully have explained herſelf; hut 
after regarding me a few moments, I was ſur- 
prized to ſee her ſhed tears, which obliging 


me to break my reſolution, from the pain they | 


cauſed me, I enquired the reaſon, and -was 
ſtill more ſurprized by her reply. 
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No one,“ ſaid ſhe, © is ſure ſo deſerv- © It 
ing of pity as myſelf; and, what you have His the 
now ſaid, is preciſely the Re 1 have ſpeakin 
HOWE feared to learn. What! 
I begged her to ſpeak more inellgbly convind 
AI underſtood nothing! ex? Y 
* Alas! continued ſhe, * in making this 1 diſgrace 
claration of your ſentiments, what little juſtice{Wſupport 
you allow to mine! After the events of yeſ-· me fror 
terday, you can only aſſume this tone from a the cho 
ſucceſſion of the ſame ideas; and I am mi- yield 
ſerable when I reflect, that having ſo long aking 1 
endeavoured to make you acquainted with theWiouſneſ 
movements of my heart, I have been able {Waſhve | 
_ to ſucceed ſo ill.“ celings 
This complaint, tending but to darken myhf empt 
. I confeſſed to her, with as little ions yo 
reſerve in my terms, as'in my countenanceiult, rep 


that ſince I-had firſt known her, all had been 
to me, a perpetual ænigma, which her preſent 

diſcourſe rendered yet more difficult to com- 
prehend. Speak then,” ſaid I, © more ex- 
plicitly? To whom can you diſcloſe yourſelf 
with more confidence than to me?“ 
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ual rep! 
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© It is your very queſtions,” ſaid he; «ix 
is the neceſſity in which you place me of 


ſpeaking ſo plainly, that gives me pain! 


What! Do you need an explanation to be 


ex? You, who have uncloſed my eyes to my 
diſgraces, are you ſurprized I am become in- 
ſupportable to myſelf, and anxious to hide 


aking your wiſhes, indulge in lawleſs licen- 


affive ſlave of the Selictar's luſt, and ſell my 


ions you have inſpired, ſo many terrible, but 
uſt, reproaches riſe in my boſom to condemn. 
wickedneſs? Or, ſhalt I fly into thoſe 


aitherto remained in ignorance, the 
ual reproach of my paſt infamies ? 
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convinced I am the moſt wretched of my 


me from the glances. of the world? What is 
the choice which beſt befits me? Is it looſely. 
o yield to the incitements of defire, and par- 


iouſneſs; or more degradingly become the 


celings and my, perſon, for the wretchedneſs 
pf empty ſplendour ; while I feel, in the no- 


ountries, whoſe cuſtoms, and whoſe prinei- 
bles you have vaunted to me, to feel in the 
example of every virtue of which I dern 15 


Vol. I. 2·˙ a . | 
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700 I have Endeavor nevertheleſs to "TOW 


this corrupted country. I have wiſhed to 
haſten at once, from ols who have been the 


deſtroyers of my innocent youth, and you 


who have taught me to recognize my loſs. 


But whither did I ſuffer my remorſes and my 


ſhame to betray me? I feel too ſenſibly, that, 


without guide, or protection, every ſtep 
would have conducted to ſome new misfor- 


tune. Your inſtances prevailed: your repre- 


ſentations have recalled me! Though you 


were to me, moro dangerous than every other 


man, becauſe you knew the full extent of my 
errors; though every look of your's might 
ſeem in filence, to conderan my depravity, I 
returned with you to Conſtantinople.” 


4 Being convinced that a voyage under- 


taken ſo at a hazard, deſerved the imputation 


of the higheſt imprudence ; J relied on your 


promiſes, to be ſupplied with ſome better 
means of conveying myſelf from hence ; but 
it is yourſelf, who have ſaved me from the 
precipice—who are nowendeayouring to drive 


me down the frightful gulph. I have looked 


up to you as my inſtructor in virtue; and you 
| : ee 
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attempt again, to plunge me i in- vice ; wich ſo 
much the more danger to my weakneſs, as 
you are the only perſon who could now give 


charms to ſenſuality, or reconcile 1 me to On ; 


come again its votary “? 


Aſtoniſhment, at her Res. bad hitherto : 
telle me, and ſatisfaction and bieten 


ſucceeded to keep me attentive. 


* Alas,” added ſhe, “ is it that I iis ex- 
plained myſelf ſo ill; or do you feign to miſun- 


derſtand me? My underſtanding is confined, — 
my ideas are diſordered, —and my expreſſions 


ill choſen ;; ſuch as may induce you to judge 


amiſs. of my ſentiments but, if you begin to 
comprehend their meaning, you will not be 
offended at the effects which your own inſtruc- 
tion has produced. If you ſhall have changed 


your principles, I cannot but feel, it is to 


your former ones I owe moſt ſubmiſſion, and 


I conjure you to ſuffer me bo continue any at- 


tachment!'“ 
This diſcourſe was culfciently. tow to per= 


mit my examination of all its force, and to 

allow me ample time to prepare my reply ; 70 

filled as I was, with my, new refleQions, ES 
K 2 W 
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was leſs offended at the reproaches of Theo- 


pha, leſs pained by her ſentiments, -and her 
reſolutions, than I was pleaſed to find them 
fo conformable to the opinions I had indulged; 


and they augmenting with every period ſhe 
had uttered, —ſtrengthened in the ſame de- 


gree as the virtuous ſatisfadtion increaſed, of 


which I became ſenſible while I liſtened to 
her. Had ſhe made the ſlighteſt obſervations 


on me while ſhe ſpoke, it muſt have been 
obvious with what joy, and applauſe, 1 had 


dwelt on every ſyllable; and refrained from 
expreſſing them in my reply with much diffi- 
culty ; becauſe I thought it was moſt proper to 
avoid the appearance of frivolity or raſhneſs, 
in the concluſion of ſo ſerious a diſcuſſion. 
% Deareſt Theopha,” ſaid I, in the excefs 
of my ſatisfaction, your complaints have 


ſucceeded to humble me moſt completely ; 
and I will not difſemble, that they are ſuch 


as I yeſterday, little expected to hear: but, 


in this viſit I brought. with me ſome preſenti- 


ment of your feelings, and am ready to ac- 


| knowledge how much I merit your eenſure. If 


you enquire of me how I became thus guilty,— 
. ” i 
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it was becaufe nothing could have perſuaded " 
me of what I now hear with ſo much rapture, ' 
and which would ſtill have been diſcredited 
but for the unerring teſtimonies of which I 
am poſſeſſed. I am criminal to have enter- 
tained for you - hitherto, more admiration 
than eſteem, but the latter ſhall learn to keep 
pace with the former, and both ſhall pay ho- 
mage to your virtues and your worth!“ 

« Oh! when we acknowledge how rarely 


the inclinations for, virtue is found in thoſe 


countries moſt favoured, and moſt enlight- 
ened; when we confeſs in ourſelves, the diffi= 
culty of adhering to its practice; will it be 
credited, that in the very boſom of Turkey, 
hardly eſcaping from the pollution of the ſe- 
raglio, a female ſhall be found, young and 
untutored as yourſelf, who has embraced ſo 
readily not merely the idea, but the love of 
the moſt exalted, pureſt virtue? What have 
I ſaid or done equal to inſpire this laudable 
attachment? Can the few and feeble intima- 
tions I have given you of our manners, have 
begotten ſo praiſeworthy a deſire? No, no, 
you'owe it only to yourſelf, and your educa- . 

K 3 1 tion 
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your virtues, by the predominance of habit, Ml you 
* is the ſource of guilt Which leaves no g thei! 
* | on yourſelf,” e i 2) In prop 
8 What J wiſh firſt to eſtablich, * laid I, of 1 
in che ſame continued ſtyle of moderation, Ml in « 
N is, that it would be equally unjuſt in you, wich 
= to be. offended at my attempts, ſinee I could you! 
4 not be ſuppoſed intuitively, to fathom your from 


__ -.- tion which: has hitherto ſuceseded to eruſh ce 
| | 


ſentiments ; as it would be in me, to refuſe IM inſp! 
chat eſteem which a conduct worthy f ihem MW feQi 
will undoubtedly''exatt, becauſe of the mis- my 
fortunes which are paſſed. Abandon your my 


: project of travelling; young and without ex- reſo! 
i perience, you can hope for no advantage. acqu 
Virtue, of which ſuch corrett notions are have 


in entertained in Europe, is little” better. prac= i be d 
__ tiſed thete than in Turkey. Tt is there more S] 
| talked of, its violations more concealed: its ¶ ſo a 
injunctions are difregarded, its prohibitions I if ſh 

are rejected, and the obſervance of its inſti: ¶ poſe 

tutes in m6ft inſtances, depends more on the ftris 

heat of temperant than the A of: A ash my 

or (hes acer, of nectitude. had 
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on, WW in general allow. But, if you can rely 
du, wich any confidence on my promiſes, repoſe 
id yourſelf in ſecurity on ſentiments changed 
ur from what they were, and which only now 
ſe i inſpire an ardour to foſter your own to per- 
em Wl feftion. - My houſe ſhall be your ſanQuuary ; 
is- my ſervants ſhall learn to reſpect you from 
ur my example; you vill find a never, failing 
x- WM reſource in my friendſhip; and if you have 
ze. acquired any liking for the maxims which 
ure have fallen from me, you will perhaps, not 
c- be difinclined to aſſiſt them with my advice!” 
Ire She continued looking on me, with an air 
its fo abſent, that I ſought to learn by her eyes 
ns I if ſhe was ſatisfied with my anſwer, to no pur- 
ti- MW poſe; I feared even, that obſerving ſuch 
be ſtrict Glence, ſhe entertained ſome doubt of 
ot, my ſincerity, and after the experience ſhe had 


bad of my weakneſs, ſhe dared not again, to 


In I truſt to my proteſtations. But all her doubts, 
To ts K4 all. 


199 
thy « In all countries where men are found, 
dit; Ml you will find vices, and paſſions, bave alſo 
ich their reſidence ; and perhaps, in pretty equal 
Fa, proportions: far more ſo, than the ſelfiſhneſs 
I, of individuals, or individual countries, will 
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all her difealeradus,) aroſe from ber own ima. 
gined unworthineſs. 


« Can I ſuppoſe,” ethics ths after long 


heſitation, “ that with your ideas of virtue, 


you can ever regard a woman otherwiſe than 
with contempt whoſe miſdeeds you are fo 
welVacquainted with? I have made you that 
diſcloſure, and I do not repent me: I was in. 


debted the confeffion to your readineſs to 


ſerve me. But does it not alſo recommend me 


to fly you; does it not prochaim I can never 


be too diftant from thoſe we are r 
with my diſgrace!” 

I could no longer withhold the expreſſion 
of my tranſports ; I interrupted her diſcourſe; 
I claſped her to my heart;—l wept at her too 
great fenfibility ; and all the conſtraint I had 
affected to obſerve abandoned me. 

V Deareſt—lovelieſt—Theopha,” I ex- 


claimed, do not diſtrat me by ſuch unme- 


rited harſhneſs towards yourſelf! You are 


pure, you are innocent, in my eyes, unſpotted; 


and the errors of your earlier life can be to 
you no imputation of crime, for you had not 
then learned the diſtinQion of what was right, 


Os 
8 . mee 
—_— — — —  — — N 
„ ee 


wantt! 
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and what was reprehenſible. Our crimes the 
only ſuch as are known to be ſo previous to 
our commiſſion; and the faults which, through 
ignorance or inexperience we commit, wall 
never, by a juſt J e be charged an us 
guilt. ,; 6 | 

In fine, I promiſed her, in "ain to my 5 
unceaſing eſteem, all the endeavours of which 
I was capable to perfect the, work I bad. ſo 
happily begun; I bound myſelf by the moſt 
ſacred oaths-to leave her at full liberty to fly 
me, deteſt me, deſpiſe me, whenever ſhe found 
me failing in any of the conditions ſhe might 
chooſe to impoſe; and to do away every 
ſemblance of deceit or equivocation, I ſub- 


14. 


approval. N 
c This houſe,” aid 1. E « ſhall be your FEY 


dence, and you ſhall eſtabliſh in it . 
regulations you think proper.“ 

I will viſit you only when you ſhall al- 
low me; and none others ſhall enter here, 
but by your permiſſion.” ? 

I will provide, that W ſhall be 


t, wanting which can contribute either to your 
d | K 5 amuſement 


-_ 


mitted to her a * for boy examination and 1 5 


ET 


bon . 
Abbirſeiie of employ; whdefrom: the: preſe- 
rence you ſeem to indulge for all that contri- 


; Pr J did not top to examine "OM . 


ed, ſufficient reaſon to induce her compliance. 
did, to my generoſity, her rejection would 
accepted them with gratitude; feeling, / they 


. her hopes, or gelernte 


cath Ub. 


butes to inform the mind and | corre the 
heart, I propoſe you ſhould learn the language 
of my country, which will greatly aſſiſt your 
wiſhes, by the acceſs it will give you to a va- 
riety of books, Which will e inſtru, and 
improve you. 1 63: 

- « You fhalt either 100 10, or Aiminiſh; my 


propofals, according to your own wiſh ; and 


you may place the firmeſt reliance, that no- 


thing fhall be omitted which _ nn to 


make you happy. 


aroſe the warmth which gave birth to my 
offers; and Theopha ſhewed no anxiety to ſug- 
geſt ſuch diſcuſſion. She was contented to find 
in the frankneſs with which they were tender- 


Sbe told me, that owing every thing, as ſhe 


certainly prove her unworthineſs; and he 


were faithiſully executed, how. much e were 


THEOPHA, | 


I know not what withheld me, in my turn, 
from playing the ſlave, and yielding to the 1 
impulſe I felt of throwing me at her feet, and A 
thanking her for an acceptance which I felt 
as the greateſt favour ſhe could beſtow. 

* We will begin, then, immediately to put 
our plan in execution,“ ſaid I M feeling more 
joy than I allowed myſelf to expreſs, © and 
you will acknowledge, one day, that I. merit - 
your confidence.” She permitted me to kiſs 
her hand, the faireſt ever ſeen, and a ſtrong. . 
inclination whiſpered me flill more; but I 
was determined to atchieve the conqueſt of | 
myſelf, and hurried away in the full convic= _ 
tion of the ſincerity of my ſentiments; but | 
conſcious, while I remained with her, I put. 
them too ſtrongly to the teſt. 1 

I prepared immediately to return to Con- 
ſtantinople, for the double purpoſe of procur- 
ing what might be neceſſary to amuſe her in 
her ſolitude, to allow her time to eſtabliſh her 
authority, and that arrangement ſhe thought 
proper to make in her houſe; and I made 
known my intentions thereupon to the. few 
ſervants I left to attend her.. 5 

* 6 Bema, 
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Bema, whom 1 had ſent for. to be witheſs 


of theſe orders, deſired, with great ſolicitude, 


to ſpeak to me in private, and ſurprized me 


extremely by her ſtrange diſcourſe. 


She told me, with very ſignificant geſtures, 
and a moſt wiſe-looking countenance, that the 
liberty and command I had given to Theopha, 


convinced her of my extreme ignorance of 
the diſpoſition of women of her country; and 


that the experience ſhe had acquired in vari- 
ous ſeraglios, qualified her amply to aſſiſt a 


foreigner with her advice : that the fidelity 


{which by the bye I obferved was only pique 
to find her province trenched on) which her 
condition exacted, did not permit her to diſ- 
guiſe how much I had to fear, from a perfon 
ſo young and ſo handſome as Theopha, left 
her own miſtreſs: in a word, that I might 
rely very little on her diſcretion, if, inſtead 
of leaving her veſted with illimited authority 


in my houſe, I did not ſubje& her to the con- 
troul of ſome ſenſible and faithful ſlave. This 
was the uſuage throughout all Turkey, and if 


1 , her ne to the employ, her 
vigilance 


| THEOPHA . 205 


* and zeal ſhould allow me 0 cauſe 1 
io repent my confidence. ne. N 

Though I hoped for no extraordinary ſer- 
yices from the talents of Bema, which ſhe 
had herſelf fo modefily commended ; and, en- 
tertaining the opinion I did of Theopha, no 


Argus was neceflary to ſecure her; I adopted 


a ſort of a medium between the advice of my 


Gouvernante, and the ſuggeſtions of prudence. 


% Bema,” ſaid I, the maxims of your 
country are not thoſe which regulate my con- 
duct, nor have I any right to impoſe laws on 
the actions of your miſtreſs; but, if you can 
be diſcreet, I readily commiſſion ”u_ to keep 
an eye upon her behaviour.” 

« That I will, Sir,“ ſaid Bema, aye, and 
a ſharp one?” her ſpirits reviving to find a 
ſhadow even of authority reſerved, where her 
fears had painted it as wholly ſwept away. 

The recompence will be proportioned,” 
continued I, the extent of your ſervice, 
and in particular to your good ſenſe, for your 
ſuffering her to know the commiſſion I have 
given you, will excite all my W e 

Bema 
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Bema ſeemed well ſatisfied with my Wen 
To her joy might perhaps have been ſuſpedt- 


ed, if the perſons from whom I bought her, 


had not equally recommended her for her 


- prudence and fidelity: however, I ſaw no- 


thing in ſo fimple an office, that required any 


great exceſs either of the one or the other. 


I journied to town, well pleaſed with the 


_ diſpoſitions I had made, but a little troubled 
with the difficulty of reconciling them to the 
Selictar; who could not long remain igno-! 


rant, that Theopha had left the language- 
maſter, and that! had ſuppliec her an n 
in my houſe. 

Since I had her ſafely under my protettion, 
T had become tranquil, as to all that con- 
cerned her; and without inveſtigating the 
-promiſes with which my heart might in ſecret 
flatter itſelf, it appeared, that whatever ſenti- 
ments might aRuate it in future, the future 
offered me facilities on which I might repoſe 


in ſafety. But not being able to avoid ani 


explanation with the Seliftar, the reaſons 
which I had meditated the ev denim before, 
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and which then ſeemed ſuch as might pacify 
him, gradually loſt their validity, as the mo- 

ment approached in which I was to. en 
them palatable. | 

That, from which I. von the beſt effect, 
was the fear of her father who would bave 
greater right than ever not only to exclude 
her from his family, but to demand her pu- 
niſhment, if ſhe Tpi ſubmitted to the 
embraces of a Turk. e trtts 

My protection, in the Side in dah 
ſhe was placed, ſhielded her better than the 
Selictar's; but, independant of the idea of his 
own perſonal conſequence, I could not con- 
eſs to him, that ſhe was at my houſe, without 
falling into the neceſſity of receiving his viſits 
as often as he ſhould chooſe to make them, 
This was to diſtreſs Theopha as much as my- 
felf!—In this embarraſſment, I determined I 
immediately to proceed to the Selictar; and, 
perhaps, that was the beſt reſolve, and the 
moſt likely to ſucceed with a man, uber ay 
generous as he truly was. 11 
Buy anticipating all his enquiries J pre- 
vented my difficulty from being encreaſed by 
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naged with as great addreſs in the delivery as 
1 was maſter of, [ ee _ that the 


that his regard encreaſing with his eſteem, he 
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any complaints of his; and briefly informed 
him, that the motive which had induced 


Theopha to rejeQ his offers, was an attach. 


ment to thoſe virtues ſo little known, and ſo 


much lefs cheriſlred, by Turkiſh females: 


nor did I conceal from him my want of con- 
fidence in ſuch pretenſions, till I had aQtually 
put them to the teſt; but that, filled with 


_ aſtoniſhment and admiration at the deep root 


thoſe principles had taken, in a perſon of her 
age and condition, I was determined to add 
every aſſiſtance in my power to bring them 
to perfeQtion, and doubted. not. of his wil. 
lingneſs to aſſiſt in * 6; eg an at- 
tempft. 

Of all chat 1 aid to DIY FR was ma- 


concluſion had eſcaped m. 

The SeliQtar, notwithſtanding. the Gigi 
with which he had liſtened to my diſcourſe, 
did not fail to expreſs his high admiration 'of 
her ſentiments; and taking advantage of the 
opinion I had honoured him with, aſſured me, 


was 
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was more anxious than ever to evince the 
reſpett he entertained for her. - 

I was unable, after this, to excuſe anyidf 
from ſometimes receiving him at Oru, which 
he inſtantly propoſed, and allowing him the 
ſame privileges with my other friends; but 
not without the referve of -Theopha's ap- 
proval, whoſe inclinations I had folemnly ei en- 
gaged never to controul or reſtrain. 

However much I regretted having held out 


to the Selictar an opening of which he was ſo 
ready to avail himſelf, 1 was fo pleaſed to 


have freed myſelf in a better manner than I 
had hoped, from the ſcruples which had trou- 
bled me, that I overlooked the many mortt- 
fications I muſt endure from receiving: him at 
my villa, He would have had reaſon for. 
offence, if I had heſitated to allow him that 0 
indulgence; and the ſuſpicions which his own. 
rectitude, as well as his reliance on mine, had 
hitherto kept at a diftance, Wald probably 
have then forced themſelves on his mind, and 
deſtroyed our friendſhip for ever. 

Filled with the promiſes I had made 10 
n and mindful of her taſte for paint- 


ing. 
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ing, which had yet only exerciſed itſelf in 
flowers, and other trifles—the folly of the 


Turks forbidding all animate repreſentation 
El ſought a maſter who might aſſiſt her ge- 


nius in that ſcience, by more enlarged in- 


ſtructions than ſhe had as yet received. 


In ſelecting for her various other teachers, 
a thought entered my head which I combatted 
ſome time; but fatality ſeems to have guided 
my determination, and made me put it in exe- 
cution, contrary to very long reaſons which 
dictated its rejection. 

In the perfect perſuaſion; chat I and 
8 the young Condoidi being her brother, it 
ſeemed ſo much the more adviſeable to let 


them receive their education together, as the 
ſame maſters would be, h ceſſary to them 
both; their mutual ſtudies ould beget a mu- 


tual emulation, their purſuits would become 
more pleaſurable, and the advantage of each 


other's fociety would preclude the ennui at- 


'tendant on elan. 
The principal objection to this intercourſe, 


my mind did not dare to recognize; it glanced 


ver it habllly, as over a thing, or perſon, one 
"I would 
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to obſerve. 


would bela dread reſtraint on my intercourſe 
with Theopha. This was the conſideration 
that ſtaggered:me moſt, and ſhook the ſtrong 


them; what would 1 from her ſolitude, that 
his preſence would obſtrutt? If they were 
otherwiſe if I ſought ſome propitious mo- 
ment to indulge a criminal deſire 


be! too ſtrong to reſtrain, and Theopha's too 


ſtroyer of her happineſs, the betrayer of my 


u ee CCC om bo at's 1 
FSyneſi, (chat was the name of the who 
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would wiſh to forget; one whom we may hive | 

injured, or has injured us; and ſought ſome 
other reafons more ſatisfactory, as being more 
conſonant to the line of acting i it endeavoured 


The continued preſence of hit ;yeungny man 


idea I had formed of my own motives. If 
my views were all as virtuous as I boaſted. 


his 
preſence would be advantageous !' It wink 
preſerve my rectitude, and prevent me, at 
ſome unlucky criſis, when. my paſſions might 


Condoidi) learned, vith infinite ſatisfaction, 


— 


yielding to: refuſe, from becoming the de- 


friend, and the bittereſt enemy of my b 
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how much my eſteem and regard induced me 
io do for his ſiſter; and it was certainly not 
leſs, with which he learned my reſolution, of 
letting them reſide, and receive their educa- 
tion, together. To compleat his happinels, 1 
diſpatched him-the ſame day to Oru, with all 
that I had Wen for the amen of 
Theopha. | 
Their father, who was informed of my hav- 
ing taken his fon under my proteftion, and 
who had already waited on me to return me 
thanks, renewed his viſit on the intelligence 
 Syneſi ſent to him of my arrival. 
He recognized me with great enden 
and 1 was convinced by his embarraſſed man- 
ners, that Syneſi, in conformity with my de- 
fre, had faithfully concealed from him me 
explanation of this adventure. 
I 1 wiſhed at once to amuſe myſelf wich the 
old man's ſurprize, and render it ſubſervient 
to my intention, of perſuading him to acknow- 
edge his daughter; but the ſecond of theſe 
hopes failed me, for no inſtance could prevail 
on the obſtinate churl to own his offspring, as 
thediRates both ofbisimaginedbonour;and hi 
[Ec 5 religion, 
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religion, forbade the recognition of a child, 

which had been brought up in a ſeraglio. 

The obſervance of an abſurd cuſtom, made 
him forget that he was a father; and the inſti- 

tutes of a degrading ſuperſtition, COMO 
the man into a brute. 

J offered him even, to induce his 2 
ance, to engage myſelf to ſupply to her every 
paternal duty, but he remained ſtedfaſt; and 
his perſeverance in refuſal, and his pertina- 
city in being unnatural, putting me ſhortly in 
a paſſion, I all but, kicked him out of the 
houſe; and thus rid myſelf of his ä — 

pany, and his future viſits. 6 

On the following day, I left my 2 
in the beautiful ſuburb of Galata, from whence: . 
are ſeen, the ſeraglio and the gardens of the 
Grand Signior, and returned to my retire- 0 
ment at Oru; more enchanting now than 
ever, ſince, added to the-exquiſite perſection 
of its ſituation, in that lovely climate where 
| the ſky is for ever unclouded, and the 
warmth is tempered by delightful and un- 
ceaſing breezes; there was a miſtreſs in her- 
ſelf as perfect, to receive me, and welcome 
, 135 Cn * 
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my approach with her ſmiles. The e lule road Wl reign 
which J had to paſs ſeemed longer than ever; N witho 

and never had 1 felt ſo much. pleaſure, ſo ant: 
much impatience, at journeying to my favou- Ml ing 7: 
rite villa. At length I caught a glimpſe of its ¶ ſhe er 
walls through the thickets of orange and myr-¶ Node 
tle which ſurrounded it; and my anxious eyes {MW actua 
| ſtrained to diſcover, if its amiable reſident 3 
then wandered along its walks. I delighted Theo 
to have abandoned my groſſer projects, for ¶ that 
the refined intercourſe J was about to eſta-Haparti 
bliſn; agreeable to her ſentiments, aſſerting Ve 
my honour, and, ſufficiently: conſolatory to 
my feelings, to recompence moſt amply the 
abdication of ſenſual defire. My heart. felt 
ſatisfied with the indulgence that was yielded 
to it; and the applauſe, and the conſciouſ- 
neſs of doing what was right, made the doing 
it delettable. 
I found Syneſi and Theopha 1 both 
engaged i in; the firſt ardour of a new purſuit. 
Satisfaction and gratitude ſeemed to ſpeak in 
their countenances—ſeemed to welcome, my 
approach; and the charms of Theopha glowed 
| with greater luſtre, from the tranquillity which 
ä reigned 
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reigned in her boſom. She was protected, 
| without being made to feel ſhe was depend- 
ant: ſhe was receiving kindneſs, without be- 
ing reproached with the benefit; and the good 
ſhe enjoyed, acquired greater value from the 
mode in which it was conferred, than its own. 
actual extent. 5 
I wiſhed to learn of Bema, the ue that 
Theopha had made of her authority; and for, 
that purpoſe, ſent for her e to my 
apartment. | 
Very different was the 1 caſt of Be- 
ma's viſage from thoſe I had left; diſcontent. 
dwelt on her brow, and diſſatisfaction length- 
ened every ſyllable: her complexion was. 
tinged with a darker hue, and diſpleaſure had 
added to the furrows of her face. She ſeemed \, 
angry that her miſtreſs had given her no cauſe, | 
of complaint, and the ſource of her vexation 
added to my pleaſure. 0 
Bema had very naturally expected ſhe 
ſhould enjoy that dominion in my houſe, ſne 
had exerciſed in the ſeraglios in which ſhe 
had heretofore ſerved; and her poſt being, 
for a 1 that of the e higheſt diſtinction, ſne 
* 
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ſelt in a manner er degraded i in the e in 


ſtance, and diſappointed of the paramouat 


controul ſhe had expefted to enjoy. She 


had not the boldneſs to make any direct com- 


plaints; nor, indeed, was it neceſſary for her 
to ſpeak that which her looks uttered ſo in- 


telligibly. I informed her, that I did not 
mean in any wiſe to be regulated by Turkiſh 


cuſtoms; and that ſhe would do well for the 
comfort of her own life, to attend to my 


wiſhes. Still ſhe dared not break from the 
filence I ſaw pained her—ftill ſhe reſtrained 
the ſtimulations of her bile : but Bema hoard- 
ed areſentment againſt me, and againſt Theo- 
pha, for this inſult to her dignity, which, in 
the end, ſhe contrived amply to gratify. 


The buſineſs of my employ permitting me 


more liberty than I had enjoyed for a long 
time, I made a pretext of the ſeaſon to remain 
ſome weeks out of town. 1 had firſt aſſured 
me, that it was not Theopha's deſire to make 
a very vigorous uſe of the authority I had 
given her, to limit my viſits; and in this cer- 
tainty, days and weeks rolled over me in 
* * bringing with them only a 


ſucceſſion | 


* 


THEOPHA. ; he 


ſucceſſion of new pleaſure, and fucceſl\ ve op- 


portunities of obſerving her rare mad ineſti- , 


mable qualities. 


It was me who infiruged has in this firſt | 
rudiments of my language; it was of me ſhe 
ſought inſtruction on a variety of ſubjects; it 


was my advice that regulated her ſtudies; and 
my approbation that enhanced their allure- 


ments. She made in all, a ſurprizing pro- 
greſs, and having heard me boaſt the advan- 


tages which would reſult from her under- 


ſtanding the French tongue, ſhe directed all 
her endeavours to that purſuit, and her 


greateſt anxiety was to obtain a ſufficient 


knowledge to enjoy the pleaſures I _ ſaid 


was to be derived from it. 

I had ſcarcely leſs impatience than herſelf, 
and attempted to ſatisfy hers in part, by tracing 
to her, though imperfectly, the ſubjeas ſhe 
would find treated on, and explained, by our 
beſt writers. My love, or rather my deſire, 
had ceaſed to be the ſubject of converſation ; 
and I feared too much, to leſſen the confi- 
dence ſhe repoſed in me, by ae it 
to her again. 
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that the negle& of certain enjoy ments, at my 
age, to me who too had never ſubmitted to 
very ſtri& laws of forbearance, ſhould ſo lit- 
tle diſturb my tranquillity, and that their total 
privation was foon ſubmitted to without re- 
gard. It ſnewed me how much human nature 
was the child of habit; how neceſſary that 
was, which cuſtom had rendered uſual ; and 
how <aſily the ſtrongeſt habits, which from 
long indulgence, come to be eſteemed neceſ- 
ſary, may be abandoned without . inconve- 
nience, and ſometimes, when other purſuits 
engage the attention, without regret. 


The pleaſure of continually ſeeing her, and 


of liſtening to her ſenſible converſe, ſteeped 
my fenſes in the ſweeteſt delirium ; and the 
more licentious indulgencies ſo eaſily grati- 
Fed in a country where nature alſo, ſeems to 
encreaſe inclination in an equal proportion, 
were committed to negle& and oblivion. 
The Selictar interrupted the tranquillity of 
our retirement by occaſional viſits, which I 
had prepared my eleve to receive without 
conſtraint ; and accuſtomed her to regard the 


converſe of men in another light, than Turkiſh 


. women 


It was a matter of infinite ſurprize to me, 


. 
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women invariably do, who conſider there 


can be no interchange of ſentiment between 
the ſexes, without including that of another 


nature. I had recommended and inſtructed 
her to repay with politeneſs, the viſits of a 
man whole eſteem did her honour, and whoſe 


paſſion could now give her no uneaſineſs. - 
He fulfilled ſo entirely the opinion I had 
entertained of his integrity, by a demeanour 
ſo ſtrictly modeſt and corre, that 1 could 
not obſerve it without admiration; but I could 
not poſſibly define the reſult he propoſed, or 
the drift of his wiſhes. The only hope which 
could promiſe the future indulgence of his 
paſſion, was for ever precluded, as much by 
his own agreement, as the decided refuſal of 
Theopha; and the preſent afforded him no 
other ſatisfaction, than that of a ſerious viſit, 
often much ſhorter than he deſired. F or 
Theopha, whoſe complaiſance led her always 
to receive him when he came, never heſitated 
to leave the room when his ſtay was in- 
convenient, or ſome thought occurred, the 
execution of which nn greater pleaſure 
ban his company. | 
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repeated; 


all Mahometan countries. 
ſuppoſe he would form his heart to the exer- 
eiſe of theſe tender inclinations, without ſuf- 


re 
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In theſe inſtances I was obliged to ſubmit 
to the recital of all the Selictar's tender in- 


clinations; to hear the ſame tory perpetually 
and thus teazed with a tale of 
hopeleſs love, till I hated to hear it; was ob- 
liged to diſſemble Aon, and counterfeit 


i 


regret. 


As he no longer profeſſed to entertain any 
fixed intention, and his harrangues were made 
upfwholly of vague aſſurances of his love, and 
admiration; 
beard me ſpeak of that refined enjoyment 
which includes the feelings of the heart in the 
' indulgence of paſſion, he was deſirous to make 


I began to ſuſpeQ, that, having 


an eſſay of that pleaſure ſo little dreamed of, 
ſo little prized, and ſo much leſs praQiſed in 
But how could 1 


fering it to expreſs either chagrin, or impa- 
tience, at never e the ſmalleſt encou- 


5 ragement ? 
Theſe doubts did not prevent my ſeeing 
him with proportionately leſs uneaſineſs, as the 


compariſon I made between him and myſelf, 


= 


ſhewed | 
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ſhewed my ſituation to be more advantageous | 
than his; more propitious to flatter the hopes. 
I might ſecretly indulge. But I was infinitely 
leſs at eaſe after another diſcovery; a terri- 
fying detection, for which I was not indebted 
to my own vigilance, and which included 
with it, that of ſeveral other mortifying 
intrigues, which were the cauſe of much, and 


continued. miſery in the courſe of my AG 


quent progreſs. 


It was about fix weeks that 1 bad wet! at ; 
Oru, and inceſſanily witneſs of every thing 


that paſſed, I was happy in the contemplation 


of the peace and tranquillity which reigned 


throughout my houſe. Syneſi was continu- 
ally with Theopha, but I as continually made 


a third in the party. I had ſeen nothing in 


their mutual behaviour which could make me 
entertain a ſuſpicion of their not being bro- 


ther and ſiſter; ; or perhaps, in the confidence 
of that thought, I was inattentive to-all that 


might have ſuggeſted a doubt on the ſubject, 
a thought that they were otherwiſe, or a wiſh 


that I had nat brought t them e from that 


opinion. 
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Seel whom I treated as a for and whoſe 


i: gentle and amiable manners rendered him not. 


unworthy that treatment, came one day into 
my apartment while I fat there alone. After 
a caſual diſcourſe which glanced indiſcrimi- 


nately on various topics, he recurred ſeem- 


ingly without any deſign, to the difficulties his 
father had objeQted to receiving Theopha as 


a daughter ; and aſſuming a language wholly 
new from him, he told me, that in ſpite of the 


pleaſure he felt in ſuppoſing her his ſiſter, he 


could not entirely perſuade | bimſelf that he 


was ſo related to him. 
My attention being greatly excited by this 
ſtrange declaration, I permitted him full time 


to continue it to the extent he thought proper. 


The confeſſion of the unfortunate culprit, 


he continued, who had been executed in pur- 
ſuance of the Cadi's ſentence, was ſufficient ' 


to warrant his father's refuſal. What intereſt 
could a wretch have on the point of execu- 
tion, to diſſemble of whom Theopha was the 


daughter; and was it not known, that, after 


afſerting the child of Condoidi was dead as 
80 as the mother, he had only changed his 
tone 
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tone to tempt the judge by an infamous pro- 


poſal, merely to gain a ſhort reſpite from the 


puniſhment that awaited him? It was not 


very likely, he confeſſed, that a perſon. of 


ſuch ſuperior endowments as Theopha, ſhould 


be the offspring of ſo vile a man; but, it was 


juſt as unlikely for her to be the daughter of 


Condoidi, and a thouſand family circum- 


ſtances which occurred to his recolleQion, 


ſtrengthened his incredulity, and rs RE 
him to difbeheve the fact. 


Though nothing in Synell's-appcttinia | 
was wanting to impreſs me with the fincerity 
of what he had uttered, a diſcourſe thus in- 


troduced by himſelf, and ſo contrary to thoſe 


feelings I had ever obſerved him expreſs to- 


wards Theopha, gave' birth to moſt extraor- 
dinary ſuſpicions. If ſuch were his opi- 
nions, it was perhaps, little marks of his 


policy to diſcloſe them to me; but, I was yet 
aware, he poſſeſſed ſufficient to be capable of 


fome deceit, and the Selictar's proverb of 
Greek fincerity—had not yet eſcaped: my 
mind: whatever was its origin, whether. it 
aroſe from love, or was produced by diſlike, 


. 3 
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Oe; 


it ein me a very eſſential n had 
taken place in the heart of Syneſi, which I 
could not then exactly define. I had little 
apprehenſion however, of becoming the dupe 
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and determining ſtill farther to probe his opi- 


feigned to enter into his arguments with 
greater readineſs than he had expected. 


: 4 1 ang, if any teſtimony on that ſubjeR, is to be 
family ; but, ſince you all agree unanimouſly 
uſeleſs, for her to perſiſt in the claim.“ 


This anſwer gave him a pleaſure I had no 
difficulty to detect; but, when he attempted 


excuſe you from any longer giving ker that 
Fi appellation, but I will diſpenſe with your re- 
=  Af{fidence here in future. This evening, you 


. 


of ſo young a man, after ſuch a confeſſion; a 
nions, without his being aware of me, I 

« have as little certitude as yourſelf,” | 
ſaid I, © as to the pretenſions of her birth; 
deſired, it undoubtedly muſt be that of your 


to diſown her, it would be fooliſh, as well as 7 


to/ confirm whathe bad already ſaid by addi- | 
tional proofs, Jadded, * if you are ſo ſatis- 
fied that ſhe is not your ſiſter, I ſhall not only 


are at liberty to return to Conſtantinople; for 
7 e as 
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d ; as, my friendſhip and protection of 18 1a 
1 | pend ſolely on the ſuppoſition of your being : 
e | her brother, ſo ſoon as the contrary is aſcer- 
e tained, the baſis is removed, and our union 5 


is of courſe diſſolved. I will give orders for 
eonduding you to your father's immediately.“ 
This concluſion threw him into greater em- 
barraſſment, than the beginning had given him 
pleaſure. I had ſaid all I thought likely to 
produce a diſcloſure of the ſecret workings 
of his boſom ; I ſtopped without ſeeming to 
notice his confuſion ; and. to perfect the con- 
ference, I recommended to him to bid a civil 
adieu to Theopha, as there was little likeli- | 
hood of his ever ſeeing her again. 

After having alternately became pale and 
red, twenty times; after having twenty times 5 
attempted to ſpeak, and as frequently failed 5 
in the attempt, his diſtreſs moved me to pity, 1 
as much as it puzzled.me. to obſerve him ſo; | 
diſconcerted. 

He at length, timidly "aſa tal AY / c 
courſe, proteſted to me, that whatever-dbubts _ 
he entertained as to her birth, they neither | 
diminiſhed his eſteem, nor interfered with his * 
L & * affeQion; ">. | 
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Aeon * Aill regarded her as the moſt 


eto. -of- her ſex, and felt himſelf moſt 


happy in being permitted to reſide with her: 


theſe were the ſentiments which would always 
actuate his breaſt, and if to the pleaſure of 
being agreeable to her, he could add the ho- 


nour of belonging to me, there was no con- 
dition on earth would to him appear enviable; 


none that he would mates in exchange for his 


I thought I had now penetrated every re- 
ceſs of his heart: the myſtery was cleared up, 
for the warmth of his expreffions decided their 


latent import. My ſuſpicions recognized in 
his behaviour, a pafſion for Theopha, on 


which. brotherly affinity was a reftraint, and 


the young man, conſulting only his inceſtuous 
deſires, was ſolicitous to rid him of the title. 


But, ſaid I to myſelf, whether he be her 


brother, or not, if he is enamoured of Theo- 


pha, how do I know he may not have inſpired 


ber with ſentiments of equal affeAtion for him, 
and that mutual deception may not have been 
praQtiſed to conceal it from me? Who knows 


but that now, by ſtudied concert, they are 
* 


M d. 0 


6 


| +. THEOPHA- l 
R endeavouring to throw off a ralotiovſhip which 


5 is an inconvenience to their paſſion; or per- 
| haps, already plunged. in its indulgence, 
; they are anxious to reconcile their canſciences | 
p to their guilt by deſtroying, the Alinity en 4 
: makes that indulgence guilty ? | 1 
: This idea threy me into a degree of agitan 
tion as much more difficult to conceal, as it 
was more turbulent, than the emotions which 

lately had troubled Syneſi. Leave the 
f room,” ſaid I, I wiſh to be alone: by and 
i bye, I will ſpeak with you again.“ He went 
out, and I flew to obſerve whether he pro- 
. ceeded to her apartment directly, ſuſpeRing. A 
be vould be in haſte to give her an account . 
that converſation on which perhaps the gerd i 
J Gon of their plan was depending. \ 

1 ſaw him hurry towards the door, and as 

r he proceeded to open it, I was on the point 
: of exclaiming to withhold him; but, I conſi- 
1 dered my own. permiſſion, nay, directions to 


him; to bid her adieu. I recalleRed, it was un- 

worthy me, to be ſeen thus watching him, to let 
my FOTO aud my e thus get * bets 
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| ter of my reaſon, and I reſtraitied my voice, her 
without diſcontinuing my obſervations. el. Gr 
He ſeemed to pauſe a few moments, as if tho 

he liſtened to what paſſed within; but it was : 8 


heſitation whether or no he ſhould enter. 
He changed his reſolve, and turning round 
walked penſively 1 into the garden. I'faw how 
| fadly he was grieved; but if he carried chither 
as much anguiſh as T endured, J could have 
fries, and almoſt forgiven him that he: had 
Ne . OE 
When! otitis ſomewhat Geiles, 1 
for Bema, not doubting but her obſervations 
would inform me'greatly, and aſſiſt to fix my 
 eonjeQures ; ;but ſhe' either did not, or affeQet{ 
not to-underſtand my enquiries : or perhaps, 
fully aſſured that Theopha and Syneſi were 
brother and ſiſter, the had not detected their 
criminal intimacy, from her ſuſpicions vic 
never been excited in that direction. 
Diſappointed i in her, I reſolved on ſeeking 
the explanation Wm Theopha herſelf; '1- 
| haſtened to her apartment into which 1. knew 
Aye had not entered ſince he left me, and 


F. 


her : 


Greek who. was no longer content to 


Tr ug" 


her, as 1 have previouſly done with the "i 


Ky 
47 


** 
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thought her brother. þ 
She was a gooddeal aſtoniſhed : at bie intelli⸗ 


gence of Syneſi's departure, but when I in- 
formed her that the reaſon of my preſent diſ- 


guſt was the difficulty he profeſſed of conti- 


nuing thoſe ſentiments he had hitherto enter- 


tained, and which alone had recommended 


him to my friendſhip, ſhe could not refrain 


from confeſſing herſelf extremely ſorry, and 


ſome tears accompanied the confeſſion. 


« What little confidence,” ſaid ſhe, “ is to 
be placed on the behaviour of men; and how- 


ſeldom are the actions any index to the mind : 


he has never expreſſed for me greater regard 
than within theſe few laſt days!“ EE 
The complaint appeared to me fo natural, 
yet ſo alarming; and the refleftions ſhe added 
ſeemed ſo little the effect of artifice, that flat- 


tered myfelf it was a moment of unguarded 


diſcloſure which would yield me the fall « ex 


tent of her confidence. WI RES ( 
2 5 ap Ende,” faid I, « 1 am achtained th thick 
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be loves you; he is fatigued, be is no longer 


able to remain patient, under a title which 
precludes its indulgence, or renders it ſo 
frightfully criminal!“ 


Thbeopha gazed on me in a ſeeming bor- 


ror, that choaked the powers of ſpeech: her 


face grew more pallid than the marble. of 


Paros; and when ſhe regained the uſe of her 


tongue, her exclamations, and her ſhrieks, 


were more appalling than the inſpired phrg 
zies of a Theban oracle. | 


The ſymptoms I obſerved, conkemed me 
in my worſt apprehenſions. Her agonies 
proclaimed her guilt; and in lieu of the wife, 
the virtuous, the perfe& Theopha my imagi- 


nations had ſo fondly pictured, I beheld in 


her, the haggard, hateful image of acknow- 
ledged vice! The vile, the wretched par- 
taker of fraternal inceſt! 


The conviction was to me more hideous 


than would have been. the ſentence of the 
greateſt torture. I ſeized ber trembling band, 


(and mine, too, trembled with rage), © Speak 


moon 1 I exclaimed, « and tell me-you are 


infamous ! 


12 
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infamous! ell me you have . me; loſt 


yourſelf; and art more contemptible, as you 


have affected to appear more virtuous !”? 


The exceſs of my paſſion affrighted huma- 
nity from my breaſt: I thruſt her from me in 
the heighth of my indignation, and; unthink- 

ingly, infamouſfly, daſhed her to the earth! 
She lay there mute, motionleſs, and ghaſtly; : 


and the blood guſhing from out her noſtrils, 
ſtreamed along the floor! 


The quickened circulation which boiled in 
every vein ſubſided, when it ſurveyed her in 


this pitiable plight ; and the violence of its fu- 


ror having ſpent itſelf in this atrocity, I beheld 


with anguiſh the woeful act 1 had committed. 
I called in Bema; I raiſed her from the 


ground; I bathed her temples with water, and ( 
applied every aromatic fragrance to recall her \ 
to life: but ſhe continued ſenſeleſs to all my 
endeavours, and a chilly coldneſs win 


her limbs. TRE 
Bema maddened me with lamentations, and 


. her declarations, that her miſtreſs was dead. 


She raved of her lovelineſs, and her beauty, 
and made her affliction a pretence for forget- 
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Lo ing her once; and her dow; aud loading. 
me with taunt and reproach. I could not 
ſpeak, but I filenced her by the ferocity of 


my look, and continued my allorte to reco- 


ver Theopha. 
At length her breathing returned, her bo- 


| ſom heaved with gentle. reſpiration, and, 


opening her languid eyes, on beholding me 
ſhe cloſed: them again as if in diſguſt, and her: 


whole frame ſhuddered, as At; ſhe, felt in the 


embrace of a demon. 


1 forgot her debaucheries; I forgot her 
diſſimulation; I forgot ſhe had yielded to 


Syneſi, and remembered only my own cru- 


_ 


When, after ſeveral times reviving, and as 
frequent relapſes, ſhe finally acquired ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength to recover her voice, © Do you 


think me, then, ſo great a vretch?“ ſaidſhe. 


I gazed on her diſtractedly, not knowing 


what to imagine; — whether her queſtion went 


to deny her guilt, or to doubt its enormity. 
Vo you think Syneſt has other ſentiments 
for me than thoſe of brotherly affection ?- 
Vou then have expoſed me to the danger!” 


— 


. 
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She was a ſuficienty returned to herſelf to 


make Bema's preſence no longer neceſſary; 


and unvilling Theopha's confeſſions, or my 


reproaches, ſhould be liſtened to by her, 1. 


ſent her from the room. 


We were now alone; and by dint of. 3 


treaty, reproach, conſolation, and requeſt, I 


drew from her a confeſſion, every. word of 
which made me tremble, and N incident 


pierced me to the ſoul. 


The artful, the voluptuous. Synefi, bad in- 


deed led a life the moſt deſirable, the moſt 
delicious; and while he had daily amuſed 


her with his paſſion, Theopha had, without . 


coyneſs, permitted him ſuch indulgence as a 
lover might hope—ſuch as [ had never dared 
to expect. : 

He had had the cunning to. i by 


that it was uſual for perſons, related as they 


were, to gratify their affections by the ten- 
dereſt careſles ; and his kiſſes had been un- 


ceaſingly returned by her's, with a boundleſs 
profuſion : ker hands were accuſtomed to en- 
circle his neck, while kis entwined round her 
waiſt, nd? his head would | recline on her bo- 
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ſom ; and while her willing breaſt fwetſed "2 

gently beneath its preſſure, his vagrant fingers bly 

were uſed to invade the facred precintts, and fut 
wander Beenden © over the 5 Me of = 

her form. thu 
Heavens! what a life of bliſs and indul- no 

| gence had Syneſi revelled in, while I had been tio 
lamenting in the ſolitude of my chamber, that for 

| Theopha had denied to me the leaſt of all at 

theſe liberties! How great was the deluſion wr 

in which he had plunged her ſo ſucceſsfully, the 

that ſhe had, without retuQtance, ſubmitted to 

His defires, and withheld no part of her per- yo 

| ſon from his wanton embraces. 
All thefe confeffions I fucceſively drew ev 

from her, and had ſummoned fufficient for- F 


bearance, thus far, to liſten to them with he 
ſeeming patience :—here their accumulation ab 
quite overwhelmed me. I gazed on her with ne 
a look ſo frantic, and if it ſpoke the workings tu 
of my mind, ſo hideous muſt have been the 00 
expreſſion of my countenance, that I wonder ſh 
not ſhe caſt herſelf at my feet, in an agony ſe 
of fear and deſolation, enen me not to ſti 
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All my intents and ſolicitudes ſo irrevoca- 
bly thwarted; all my fairy imaginings of her 
future perfection, and my conſequent happi- 
neſs, ſo decidedly blaſted, and the death-· blow 
thus given to the flattering hopes I had fo 


' nouriſhed; with the ſpeQacle of their deftruc- 
tion exhibited in the polluted, but beautiful 


form, which lay extended in ſo much anguiſh * 
at my feet; rendered the wretch who was 
writhing upon the rack far more enviable 


than me! 


« Theopha ! Theopha !'* 1 tian e have 


you never then admitted any feeling for me? 


I have ſacrificed all my defires, every wiſh, 


every inclination, to forward your bappinefs; 
J have done the utmoſt violence to my own 


heart, to yield tranquillity to your's; J have 


abſtained from the ftrongeſt ſtimulations of \ 


nature to comply with your ſentiments of vir- '% 2 


tue, and contribute to make you pure in your 
own eftimation ; and all this, only that you 
ſhould, in the end, yield yourſelf, without re- 
ſerve, to the luſt and the brutality of a mon- 
ſter, and a brother!” 
*« Hold, hold!” 12 exclaimed, riſing * 
; | : from 


. 


from the ground and claſping my hands, while 


| the ſtedfaſtly ſtared in my. diſtorted viſage, 


_© you do me injuſtice—you do me wrong! 


By heavens! I am not ſo infamous as you aC- 


cuſe me. 1 am not yet fo halt ſo horrible, 
as bay: ſuſpect !”?. 


© What,” I interrupted her, © has he not 
kiſſed you; embraced you; preſſed you 2 


dinouſly to bis breaſt, and”: 
ſhe continued looking on me wildly, waiting 


til] I concluded“ known you as intimately, 
as did the Governor” s fon at Patras; Cheri- 


ber; and—furies!— forty thouſand others!” 
No, by the Prophet! no, no, never; I 


have told you all ; and, by the candour with 
which I have told you all, believe me, he has 


gone no farther !” 


Eh] are you Rill guiltleſs of W chen 4 
Have you remembered that he was your bro- . 


ther, and refuſed him the laſt indulgence?” 


« J have, I have,“ ſaid wie 83 for I have 


told you all!” 
A flood of pleaſure "WEE in upon my ſoul 
at hearing ſhe was yet free from {> much 


- guilt; 1 ſunk upon her neck, and preſſed her 
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to my heart, which throbbed with unutterable 
ecſtaſy; but, in a few moments, I remem- 
bered how: much ſhe Had allowed, withdrew 


- me from her embrace, and riſing, % yet you 
have yielded far 100 much,“ ſaid I.—1 paced 


the room while I regained my compoſure: 


and Theopha, wholly exhauſted by her exer- 
tions, leaned to recover herſelf on the ſofa. 
Till this interview, we had never yet had 


recourſe to ſuch intelligible language; and 


the nature of the truth I wiſhed to aſcertain 
induced a groſſneſs in our diſcourſe foreign 
to what Theopha had ever heard from me. 


This had not occurred without affecting her 


Reatly, when the tumult of paſſion had ſub- 
ſided, and ſhe had folemnly aſſured me of her 


innnocence ; but now, anxious to reconcile | 
\\ 
"16 


me to the liberties ſhe had ignorandy per- 
mitted, when ſhe roſe to defend herſelf on 
that head, her face was coloured as ſcarlet, 


and ſhe was perfectly unable to raiſe her eyes 


from the ground. ? 
Tou will not,” ſaid ſhe, taking me ge 


fully by the hand, © eſteem. me criminal be- 
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cauſe I have been deceived; and if you do el 
me juſtice, you vill never again ſuſpett me 8 
of granting that to another, 1 have conquered in 
myſelf ſufficiently to deny to you. 
Penſive and perplexed, I ſcarce knew how w. 
to anſwer her. I was ſatisfied as to the _— fe 
of my greateſt apprehenſion, but I was t 
tured to recolle& the fondneſs ſhe had . 


viſhed on Syneſi. 1 intimated to her {lighily, ¶ fu 
my content, and left her with more ſadneſs W. 
than affeRion, to diſpatch her treacherous M 
brother to Conſtantinople. NC 
He was returned from the garden, be while ſe 

I gave orders that he ſhould be called to me, O 
I received advices from my ſecretary, which, 1 V< 
to 


occaſioning very ſerious alarm for ſome of my 
beſt friends, commanded all my attention, and ag 
I retired to my cabinet to examine them. 

The expreſs acquainted me with the arreſt m 
of the Aga of the Janiſſaries, the evening be- ſo 
fore, on ſuſpicion of an intrigue which went VI 
even to affect the life of the Grand Signior ; ſec 
and, that 'the ſame fate was apprehended for at! 
1 the pn and-the Boſtangi Baſſi, who were th 
4 eſteemed lid 
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eſteemed his two moſt intimate Friends. A 
Secretary added his own tonjeRures to this 
information as was uſual with him. 


In the degree of eminence and power i in 
which the Boſtangi Baſſi was ſeated in the 


ſeraglio of the Grand Signior, he doubted | 


whether they would dare to attempt any thing 
againſt his perſon; but he was the more per- 
ſuaded his friends would not be ſpared ; among 


whom, the Selictar, Cheriber, Dely Azet, 


Mahmoude Prelga, Montel Olizun, and other 
noblemen with whom I was intimate as him- 
ſelf, held the firſt rank. He aſked me there= 


on, if I would attempt nothing in their fa- 
vour; or, if I did not think proper, at leaſt, 


to offer them individually ſome aſſiſtance 
againſt the danger which menaced them. 
The only enterprize I could form which 
might. be likely to ſerve them, was to make 
{ome ſolicitations in their favour to the Grand 
Vizir; but if the affair was a queſtion of ſtate 
ſecurity, 1 foreſaw they would be very little 


attended to. Should theſe fail my efforts could 
then exert themſelves. in ayother way. Be- 


ſides the means I could ſupply chem acce- 
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440 THEOPHA. 
lerate their flight, it was eaſy for me to render 
ſome of them the ſame ſervice my predeceſſor 


had not heſitated to yield to Mahomet Oſtun, 
which was, to receive them privately into my 


houſe till the ſtorm was blown over: and in 
a country where reſentments are diſſipated 
alter the firſt exploſion, the danger is not 


great for thoſe who can early avoid it. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the duties of my own embaſſy not 
permitting me unadviſedly to yield always to 
the diQtates of private friendſhip, I deter- 
mined to proceed directly to Conſtantinople, 


and convince myſelf of the ſtate of affairs by 


my own examination. 
When I had finiſhed reading my advices, 1 


obſerved, for the firſt time, that Syneſi was 


in the room: they had ſo wholly occupied 


my attention, that I had been heedleſs of any 


thing elſe; and he, ſeeing this, had forbore 
to interrupt me. The apprehenſiveneſs of his 


looks ſeemed at once to entreat my indul- 


gence, and OTE: the adding on ſome new 
ſcene. 
Throwing himſelf ume histely at my feet, 


with all that ſervile humiliation which a Greek 
finds 


ESA 
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finds no difficulty to aſſume, he conjured we : 
to forget what he had been raſh enough (o 
hazard concerning Theopha, and ſuffer him 


to remain at Oru, more diſpoſed than ever to 


recognize her as his ſiſter. He could not 


conceive, he ſaid, what caprice had induced 


him to doubt for a moment a truth that his 


heart acknowledged; and in ſpite of his fa- 


ther's injuſtice, he was determined publickly 


to proclaim, and accept her as his relation. 


I had no difficulty to penetrate his plans : 
the indiſcreet youth being unable to procure. 
the licenſe he propoſed in diſſolving their 


affinity, was willing now, to preſerve the hap- 


pineſs he poſſeſſed, hy recanting his former 
opinions. But inſtrufted as J was, his flimſy 175 
attempts only excited my contempt, and my 
anſwer for ever annihilated his hopes. 
Without reproaching him at all for his 
paſſion, I told him, the truth being wholly 
independent of his concurrence, or denial, it 
was not the language he had uſed, nor the 
readineſs with which he now. changed his tone, 


that would alter my opinion on the lasen 


but I drew from it one concluſion, which was 


. M | inconteſtible— 
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| ee once the heart had con- 


feſſed itſelf, it was in vain that the mouth at- 


tempted to retraft the diſcloſure; —and in 


one word, to tell him my ſentiments, ] eſteem- 


ed bim a ſcoundrel, who had firſt, from ſelfiſh 


motives only, admitted himſelf to be the bro- 


ther of Theopha; who had then, from villain- 


ous deſigns, diſowned the title; and who was 
willing to reſume it again, for reaſons even 
more contemptible than thoſe of which his 
father had availed himſelf. | 

1 will not deny my reſentment got the 


better of me, when I upbraided him in this 


manner; and forbidding him to make any 
reply, I called one of my ſervants, whom 1 
ordered immediately to convey him to Con- 
ſtantinople. | 

I quitted the room without paying the 
ſmalleſt attention to the ſorrow which over- 
whelmed him; and recollecting the permiſſion 
1 had allowed of his bidding adieu to Theo- 
pha; I retracted that permiſſion, and peremp- 
torily denied him the ſatisfaction of ſpeaking 
to her before he left the houſe. 

en on my domeſtics for the faithful 


execution 


ET 
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execution of cheſe orders, 1 got into my chaife 5 
and ſet off immediately for my houſe at Ga- 
lata, to learn there what farther had tranſpired 5 
before 1 ce rene any e in bebalf Gf * 


friends. 


i 


The crime of the Aga of the Janiſtaries a 


was having had an interview with Achmet, 


one of the brothers of the reigning Sultan, 


Muſtapha, in his priſon. The Boſtangi Baſh 


was ſulpetted to have facilitated this inter- 
view, and they were endeavouring to force a 


confeſſion of that fact from the Aga. 


As he had been long an object of the 
Grand Vizir's enmity, it was expected that 
miniſter, anxious for his deſtruction, would 
leave no meaſures neglected to perſecute him 
to the utmoſt; but what occaſioned me the 


greateſt concern was to hear that Cheriber 


and Dely Azet were both ſeized, on the ſole 


grounds of their having paſſed with the Aga, 


a part of the 1 which” "Bad JH his . 


crime! F eee 
1 ſhould have 8065 finding to the visir 

if J had conſulted only the dictates of my 
n for Cheriber; but hoping little fucceſs 
| M 2 


from 


— w orn. 


from ſo haſty a meaſure, 1 thought I mould f 


be able to afford him greater aſſiſtance if, I 
firſt ſaw the Selittar, and concerted with him 
the plan it would be moſt adviſeable to purſue. 
1 went thither, but he was unfortunately from 
home, and the melancholy which ſeemed: to 
reign throughout the houſe ſhewed me his 
abſence occaſioned great alarm. 

One of his ſlaves whom 1 knew to. be 1n 
his confidence, came privately, to inform me, 
that, on the firſt news of Cheriber's arreſt, 


his maſter had fled from thence with the 
greateſt precipitation; and he had no doubt 


that the misfortunes of his friend making him 


fear for his own ſafety, he had ſought to ſe- 


cure it by a temporary concealment. 
My reply was, that, if that precaution. yet 


| WA OR: to be taken, it muſt not be deferred 
him from me, a retreat in my houſe at Oru; 


begging at the ſame time if he came, that he 
would come thither by night, and without any 
" attendants. Beſides the example of my pre- 


deceſſor, for this ſtep, IJ had that of the Ba- 


* Rejanto, hw" had: acquired immortal 
- Foputatigin 


* 
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d reputation by yielding an aſylum t. to Prince 

I Demetrius Cantemir in the hour of perſe- 

N cution, and adverſity. But independent of 

Ge example to ſanction the rectitude of my pro- ' 

” ceeding—it was not an attempt to wreſt 'a a 

3 criminal from the awards of juſtice; on ie } 
15 _ contrary, it was to protect a virtuous man 5 i 
b from the eee Hos of Amen i [3 
by tion. FTE rt e 4 
ES However, as I was able to ag in N 
ſt, my firſt intentions, I called on ſeveral Turkiſh I 
ne noblemen, from whom at. leaſt, 1 Ine 20 

bt acquire additional information. 

im It was already circulated, chat the a of 2 

e- che Janiffaries having from torture, heen in- 


| duced to confeſs his guilt, had been ſtrangled. 
et by the hands of the Mutes: the delay of the || 
ed Selictar's arreſtation occaſioned favourable. * 
fer auguries as to his fate, and I could not leaan 
u; any charge was preferred againſt him. but : 
he i that of his known friendſhip for the unfortu- 
Ny nate Aga. But Cheriber, and Deli Azet, mm 
re- valued, and long-beloved friends, ſeemed ſa 
3a- menaced by public opinion, that in the appre- 
tal benions which attuated me on their account, 
ion i M3 Ifaw 


* 


” 
7 1 V 
A 


* 


ms er 
7. 


TG r F. 
= * * 
e | n 5 Es —— 4 
— — —— eo — 
* a o 
* Ny 


Wa I 8 . - 
. Ty 19 V 
. C3 7 > © + 2 
4 * * 22 £ £9 5 . ms 
a> A 82 
+: 4 * 4 
. , 
2 . * . 8 22 Lo — 
4 C + 1 * y - kn. OS . 
Ar — —— * r 
3 * : 
. 
0 2 8 
* 4 * N 
x 


1 4 - x * L * " , 
_ - * * 6 p as. EI 
, 
: 2 2 | S 22 125% 2 4 

n = : p om a0, . a a — — - 

5 eo bas 7 . ͤ ͤ ... oY PI,” tat PITT 
PF oY * 
AlN © * - 
Be ow Ws ie ere h F 3s N ae 
— ap , TIE. RNS Ke „ 5 
5 * : * 
* * a 5 

f 


aw 4 os. 
, th * 
y - — 
* n 8 
* # 4 


- 


e eee ee, an . 4 — 


%\ # 


wires 


I ſaw no conſideration which was capable to 


prevent my applying 8 to the 
Grand Vizir. 


I did not endeavour to iſs my inſtances 


more liſtened to, by the affeQation of any 


other than the real motives— the warmth of 
my attachment; and taking care to except the 


_ caſe of their being truly involved in thatguilt 


of which I did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& them 


capable, I intreated the Grand Yizir in the 
moſt ſtrenuous manner I was able, to let them 
experience as much lenity- as the circum 


ſtances of their ſituations would admit, 
He heard me out with very ſerious atten» 


tion, and then returned me for anſwer, that 


I might be perſuaded the juſtice of the 


Grand Signor was not blindfold, (meaning, 1 
ſuppoſe, to ſneer at our perſonification of that 


virtue, ) and that ſhe knew well how to ata 
guiſh between guilt and integrity. Be 


under no apprehenſion for your 3 ſaid 
he, © if they have no more to reproach them- 
ſelves with than you imagine. 


He aſſured me at the ſame time, that my 


 folicirmions would * be reſpected at the 
„ Ottoman 


1 "ITY 


n 8 2 ; 2 1 
e 
* | * | 
- EZ 5 — 


much mirth, but, continuing in the ſame _. 4 
ſtrain, he affected to applaud my pretended 3 
_ embarraſſment and ſilence, which he eſteemed 


teſted to him moſt ſacredly, my ignorance of 


that having appointed ſpies to detect his mo- 
tions, be knew that he had haſtened the pre- 


Aga of the Janiſſaries a charge of- crimina- 


| THEOPHA. . 247 | 8 


Ottoman Porte, and that the two Baſhaws 
would certainly find themſelves indebted to 
them : but,“ added he, burſting into a loud 
laugh, “ the Selictar muſt indeed eſteem them 
of infinite weight ſince his fears have per- 
ſuaded him of full ſecurity in your houſe.” 
1 did not comprehend whence aroſe ſo 


the effects of a difcretion exerciſed on a 
praiſeworthy occaſion. But when I had pro- 


the SeliQar's' retirement, he informed me, 


ceding night to my houſe at Oru, and going. 
thither with ſcarcely any attendants, his in- \\ 
tention was obviouſly to conceal himſelf, }|*%, 
I do not believe him to be at all impli- 
cated in the tranſaQtion ;** added he, and'I: 


ſhall not make his former attachment with the 


lity ; but I thought it proper to have him ES 
es ang am not ſorry, he has been MRP 'I 
; M 4 g ficiently ' 1 
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| ficiently alarmed to make him more cauti- 


ous in future, in the choice of his friends.“ | 
He gave me his word, after this diſcourſe, 
that he would occaſion him no trouble while 


be remained at my houſe, but. he made 
me promiſe on that condition, by concealing 
what he had told me, to make him comets on - 


diſquietudes a little longer. 


It was not a jot the more eaſy for me 15 
underſtand how the Selictar ſhould be at Oru, 


from whence I had come in the middle of the 


day. What probability was there, he ſhould 
be there without my participation, or that he 
ſhould have induced my ſervants to make a 


myſtery of his arrival to me? 
His paſſion for Theopha' was the firſt ww 


which ſtarted into my imagination. Did he 
think no leſs of his love than the ſecurity of 
his life? and if he were hidden in my houſe 
at Oru fince that night, was it not likely for 
bim to be there in concert with, n con- 
| cealed by Theopha? 


Admitting any idea that may pleaſe, of my 


f ſentiments for her; if I was unworthy the 
title of her lover, e me only her guar- 


dian, 


- 


J -W 
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dian, or protector, either of thoſe relations 


vere ſufficient to beget my alarm. I ſet 
off for Oru with the greateſt poſſible. diſ- 
patch; and aſked eagerly of the firſt ſervant 


I ſaw, where the Selictar was, and how he 
came to ve at my MEG without . e 


leaget” $i ro N | 
It was als ſame. Preys aids 1 1 
e to condu& Syne ſi home ; and al- 
though I was ſurprized to find him returned 
ſo ſpeedily, I ſuppoſed he had made great 
haſte, and neglected to enquire if he had 
executed my orders, till 1 firſt received 


his: aſſurance that the SeliQue: 1 was not * 


Oru. * 5 13 e 


It muſt have ws difficult 197 bim to ARE; 


i ſome marks of confuſion from be 


traying his duplicity; but, having no redlond\ 


to ſuſpect it, I did not obſerve his counte- * 


nance when he told me he had reſtored Synefi 
to his father. Meanwhile I was equally de- 
ceived in both inſtances, with this diſtinttion 


— that, as to the firſt, he informed me 


to the beſt: of his knowledge; and for the 


| Eu a he had availed himſelf of a lie, to 
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cover the treachery i in which he was an ac- 


__ eomplice. In a word, while I was ſatisfied 


that Syneſi was returned to Conſtantinople ; 
they were both in the houſe, and I remained 

in ignorance of it for ſeveral days! 
Syneſi had regarded the order of his de. 
Perture as the ſentenee of his death; or what 
was s varſe, the continuance of life in the eer · 
pf of being wretched. Having no means 
defer his obedience and prolong his ſtay, 


but thoſe which diſſimulation ſupplied, he had 
| reflected, that my ſervants being unacquainted 


vich the reaſons of his departure, he could 


eaſily prevail on them to let him remain at 
- Oru till I ſhould return; then again fearing 


left I ſhould come back, as it happened, at 
the moment I was leaſt expected, he had no 
alternative but to corrupt the man whom I. 
had charged to condutt him, by a conſidera- 
ble bribe. I know not, under what pretext 
he cloaked his negociation; but, after ſecur- 


ing him in his intereſt, they had pretended to 
go away together, and had both contrived: 


privately. to return again. Syneſi bad ſhut 
% FED 5 = himſelf 


* 
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himſelf up in his room; and the other ap- 
peared about the houſe a few hours after. 
' wards, as if u from town — exe 
cuted his errand. i | 
The Selictar's affair was more ee 
It may be remembered Bema was by no means 
contented with her ſituation; and, whether ſhe 
was irritated at any ſuppoſed want of conſi- 
dence in me, or whether her vanity only, 
over-rating her merit, ſuggeſted that ſhe did 
not hold the rank in my houſe which ſhe de- 
ſerved; ſhe looked on me as an ignorant 
| foreigner, who knew not how to appreciate 
her talents, and whom ſhe could not ſerve 
without regret. 
The viſits of the Seliftar prin bank pretty 
Gian. ſhe was not ſo dim- ſighted as to have 
miſunderſtood his feelings, or the attraction: 


and her diſpoſition, formed for intrigue by'\. 


long reſidence in various ſeraglios, found in 
him a fit ſubject to exerciſe her Ri and 
indulge her revenge. 5 
She had watched an opportavidgh of con- 
verſing with him ; had proffered her ſervices 
to aſſiſt his is purſuit of Theopha; and had even 

ſucceeded 


252 h 
1 meceeded to perſuade him, his ſucceſs de 
pended upon her concurrence. . The hopes 2 
the had'held out to him, ſurpaſſed greatly I 
thoſe ſhe herſelf entertained ; for being well A 
acquainted with the terms upon which Theo- | 
Pha and myſelf lived, ſhe could have little | 
-, certainty of procuring that conceſſion for him, 0 
me knew had never been yielded to me: but 7 
the malignant old beldam had no compunQion' A 
to delude the Selictar, to diſtreſs me, or to 
fſacrifice Theopha, ſo ſhe effected her farou- 
| rite project, and gratified the er, tho | 
had long hoarded and coneealed. 
--* © Though ſhe confirmed him in the belief that 
our intimacy was purely platonic, ſhe on this 
very aſſurance, —which rather appeared an 
unfavourable baſis.— founded all the deluſions 
with which ſhe nouriſhed his hopes. She flat- 
tered herſelf ſufficiently to underſtand the na- 
ture and inclinations of a girl of her age, to 
determine, that ſhe would not always reſiſt 
the incitements of deſire; and the firſt pro- 
miſe ſhe had made was built upon the idea 
that, affiſted by thoſe impulſes, ſhe ſhould meet 
| inn _ or no rebſtance, 1 
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| fides in the government of the ſex, ſhe was A 


than even the warmth of conſtitution on which 
the Selictar's expectations were raiſed : never- 
theleſs, the affair muſt yet have been very 
immature, when the diſgrace of the Aga of 


the [aniſſaries filled Turkey with conſterna- 
tion, and ane her en from 
his home. _ 

All his fears not has Geflcieu les 
| his paſſion, he had urged Bema even more 


ſtrenuouſly to accelerate his views; for, in 
the early period of his diſtreſs and indeciſion, 
he had had it in contemplation, to ſave what 


he could from the wreck of his fortune, and 


fly with it into ſome Chriſtian country; but 
this meaſure appeared moſt eligible, from his * 


having connected with it, the idea of making 
Theopha the partner of his flight; to have ac- 


compliſhed which he was ready, without heſi- 
tation to have ſacrificed the whole. But the in- 


triguing Bema, not daring to engage for ſuch 
rapid and mente ſucceſs, had propoſed to 
| ſecrete 


253 
It is certain that, engaged continually about Gn 
| the perſon of her miſtreſs, and ſo adroit bes. 


if 2 


- 


„ rasen: 


ne him der the __ roof with ber 


3 miſtreſs. 


* ; 


My houſe was | diſpoſed apron to the 


_ cuſtoms of my own country, not in anywiſe 


reſembling that of the Turks: with reſpett to 
the womens* apartments, they were lodged 


indifferently, in ſuch chambers as my maitre 


d' hotel had thought proper to aſſign them. — 


That of Bema joined to the bed-room of 
| Theopha, and it was in the privacy of her 
| cloſet ſhe offered an aſylum to the SeliQar ! 


She exaggerated to him the ſecurity he would 


there enjoy; for being ignorant myſelf of his 
tenancy, there was no fear of my ſacrificing 


the diftates of friendſhip to ſtate policy; and, 
when the whole ſhould be diſcloſed, it could 


not but give me pleaſure to find of how great 


ſervice I had been to my friend. 

It is far leſs ſtrange that ſuch a fancy ſhould 
have entered into ſuch a head as Bema's, 
hacknied in all ſorts of trick and deception, 
than, that a man exalted, ennobled, proud, as 


the Selictar, ſhould ſo readily have acceded 


to the project. So very ſingular and ludi- 
crous did the circumſtance appear to me when 
ral 


THEOPHA. | . 


fully acquainted with it. 
wealthy nobleman at the Sublime Foros pig- 
ging in the ſame chamber, day and night, 


with the old, ugly and decrepid Bema—that L. 


I ſhould inflance it as one of the oddeſt va- 
garies of love, if it had not alſo been in ſome 
degree prompted by the fear of wy * 
life. 
To reconcile this, however, i it may be EY 
ed, that the haughtineſs of a Turk is the firſt 
thing which abandons him in adverſity ; for, 
as all their dignity is borrowed from that of 
their Sultan, whole abjet ſlaves they profeſs 
to eſteem themſelves, not a particle remains 
to them when ſuffering under any diſgrace; 
and in moſt of them, when their pretenſions 
are confined to perſonal merits, they have 
very little left to preſume own. N 
The SeliQar, nevertheleſs, with: not defici- 
ent in numerous good qualities, which, in an 
amour, rendered him a very formidable rival; 
and particularly with a woman brought up, 
and reſiding in his country, and who, on that 
account, ſaw none of thoſe revolting circum- 
Rances 
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in a Turk, and conſider with diſguſt. 


I did not impart to Theopha the ſuſpicions | 


2 had brought me ſo haſtily back from 


Conſtantinople; on the contrary, finding my- 
ſelf under leſs reſtraint with her, now that the 


weight which had oppreſſed my heart was re- 


removed, the ſatisfaction I felt was ſo evident 


in my behaviour, that ſhe could not refrain 
from enquiring what had occaſioned it. 


This afforded an opportunity for me to re- 


peat, with more gaiety, the affurances I had 


jn the morning uttered, in a languid and de- 


jected manner; but the more I was convinced 
of her irreſiſtible empire over me, the leſs I 
was decided what garb I ſhould allow my ſen- 


ſations to aſſume; yet, however, delivered 


entirely from my fears, I had ſufficient for- 


bearance not to entertain her with the ſubjea 


of my paſſion. 
Better enabled to judge now, - when re- 
flecting on the occurrences of the paſt, - what 


were my real inclinations at that time, it ſeems 


: to me, my chiefeſt wiſh was, that Theopha 


5 ſtances which a foreignyſemale might conceit 
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ſhould | 


rn. 8 


mould of berſelf conceive 2 ſimilar inclina- 
tion with that which I cheriſhed, and be i- 


duced by its influence to teſtify the, felt as I : 

did; for I could not but flatter myſelf 1 held 

a: higher place i in her. elteem than 2 7 one KY | 
elle; yet, withheld by my. principles of ho- 1 


nour, as much as by my promiſes, I reſolved | 

not to effect the conqueſt of her heart by un- J 5 
fair ſeductions; and the intercourſe 1 ſigbed * = 
for exhibited no pleaſures to me, if not ſought 9 
as anxiouſiy on her part as it was defired, and 
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